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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COMMUNIQUE ON MEETING OF JAMAICA, TRINIDAD-TOBAGO LEADERS 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Feb 87 p 1l 


[Text ] 


PRIME MINISTER A.N.R Robinson of Tri- 


nidad and Tobago and Prime Minister Ed-: 
ward Seaga of Jamaica held talks in‘ 


Tobago last weekend on a range of matters. 
The following is the ful! text of the commu- 
nique issued after the discussions. 


“Prime Minister Seaga of Jamaica and the Prime 
Minister of ‘Trinidad and Tobago, at a private 
meeting held immediately after Mr Seaya’s arrival in 
‘Tobago fast (Saturday) night held informal talks 
which continued today at the Crown Reef Hote! 
where they were joined by their respective advisers. 
The Prime Ministers exchanged views on the present 
state of the economy of their respective countries and 
strategies that they were adopting to deal with the 
problem of structural adjustments necessary to create 
the foundations for self-sustained economic growth in 
the future. 

“Prime Minister Robinson accepted the offer by 
Prime Minister Seaga to provide ‘Trinidad and ‘Toba- 
go with all information on its new fiscal system as 
well as the measures taken to reorganise the agricul- 
tural sector of Jamaica. 

“The discussions also focused on trade matters— 
bilateral, intra-regional and with Third World coun- 
tries. The Prime Minister of Jamaica indicated that 
his delegation to the forthcoming Caricom Council of 
Ministers meeting in Georgetown, Guyana, would 

introduce a proposal to reduce the common external 
tariffs to a lower level with the proviso that member 
countries could adopt a tariff at the appropriate point 
above or below this level to suit their own peculiar 
economic circumstances.’ 

“Both Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the 

rogress being made by the Caribbean Development 
Bank for the creation of Caricom Export Credit 
Facility and expressed their determination to resolve 
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the problems which may have caused the original 
Caricom Multilateral Clearing Facility to become 
inoperative. 

“Prime Minister Seaga raised the question of the 
stamp duty of 12 per cent imposed by ‘Trinidad and 
Tobago on all imports, including Caricom products, 
and indicated that Jamaica, as part of its Tax 
Reform programme, might be forced to take action in 
this area. 

“Prime Minister Robinson indicated that the 
matter had to be viewed within the context of 
Trinidad and ‘Tobago’s present financial constraints 
but hoped that the review which was at present being 
conducted not only of the country's financial ma- 
nagement system, but also of the structure and 
performance of the economic sectors, would provide a 
solution during this year for that problem as well as 
other matters relating to trade such as import licens- 
ing and all tariffs. 

“Both Prime Ministers agreed on the need to take 
urgent action to control the evils of the abuse of 
narcotics and other substances which were threaten- 
ing to destroy the fabric of their respective societies. 
It was agreed that both countries would immediately 
set in place institutions for co-operation and collabo- 
ration in combatting this social and economic me- 
nace. 

“Among other matters discussed was the question 
of Trinidad and Tobago's position on dual nationali- 
ty, the Aliens Landholding Act, the Double Taxation 
Agreement between both countries, the intra-regional 
shipping service and other regional programmes. 

“Bot Prime Ministers reiterated their full com- 
mitment to regional co-operation and to the enhance- 
ment of both’ intra-regional trade and exports to 
Third World markets, and undertook that Trinidad 
and ‘Tobago and Jamaica would work closely together 
to this end.” 





VERE BIRD JR-HARRIS POLITICAL DISPUTE ERUPTS IN CABINET 


HERALD Report 


St Johns HERALD in English 14 Jan 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


Last Wednesday’s 

meeting of Cabinet ended 
in disarray only after half 
an hour, according to in- 
formed sources. 
' The sources say that 
Prime Minister Vere 
Bird brought the meeting 
to an end following a 
heated argument be- 
tween Minister of Public 
Works, Vere Bird Jr. and 
Minister of Education, 
Reuben Harris. 

At the start of the 
meeting both men were 
going at each other and 
despite attempts by 
Prime Minister Bird to 
bring an end to the verbal 
warfare. 

Both Mr. Harris and 
Vere Bird Jr. are known 
to have a strong dislike 
for each other and recent 
events and the 
heightened political ten- 
sion only serve to deepen 
the animosity. 

It is the second time 
that the two ministers 
have gone at each other 
in this way. Early last 
year, a similar outburst 
took place at a Cabinet 


meeting. At that time 
Mr. Bird who held-the 
portfolio of Information, 
had accused Mr. Harris 
of undermining plans for 
upgrading broadcasting 
in the country. 

This animosity — be- 
tween Mr. Harris and 
Vere Bird Jr. has now 
reached the point where 
it has grinded to a halt 
the key machinery ot the 
Government, Cabinet. 

Since the New Year's 
Day Cabinet Reshuffle 
and the re-alignment of 
two previously warring 
factions, their so-called 
gang of eight, there have 
been attempts by other 
factions to pry them 
apart by whatever means 
possible. 

Over the past weeks, 
there has been a series of 
rumours circulating in 
the country alleging plots 
to forcibly. remove Prime 
Minister Bird from of- 
fice. 

A meeting last week 
Wednesday of the Cen- 
tral Youth for Labour 
drew national attention 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


after it was rumoured 
that the members were 
planning to move a mo- 
tion of no confidence in 
the Prime Minister. 

Reports state that the 
Prime Minister 
mobilised his forces in 
order to defcat such a 
motion if and when it was 
raised. 

The following day, the 
Youth Arm denied any 
intention to move a mo- 
tion of no-confidence, 
and it issued a statement 
re-affirming support for 
Prime Minister Bird. 

Meanwhile, Prime 
Minister Bird has sum- 
moned a party caucus 
meeting for January 
25th, when the internal 
problems of the party are 
expected to be ironed 
out. It is expected that 
the party's differences 
will be brought out in the 
open and solutions to the 
problems sought. 

Political observers 
here see the upcoming 
caucus as possibly the 
gnly hope of reconcilia- 
tion in the party. 

















OUTLET Details 


St Johns OUTLET in English 16 Jan 87 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


A trembling, Shaken and barely audibse 
Praime Minister, 77 year old Vere 
Conmall Bind, walked out of a Cavinet 
Storm between two Ministers at the 
Last Cabinet meeting this Wednesday 
January 14, 1987. 


The loud and unrestrained ruction in 
Cabinet was so intense, so heated, so 
abusive as the two Ministers traded charges 
and insults, that PM V.C. Bird adjourned 
the Cabinet for five minutes hoping 
for the restoration of order. Order in 
a twisted, reshuffled Cabinet was impossi- 
ble. 

At the end of 10 minutes PM Bird returned 
and without taking his seat, his hands 
shaking, his voice tremulous, his step 
uncertain, his speech unclear, and called 
off Cabinet. They could not. continue 
in the mess. 


At the same time, Minister of Education 
Reuben Harris, was so angry after his 
heated exchange with Vere Bird jr that 
tears Streamed uncontrollably, down 
his face. Harris has been a Cabinet fly 


in Vere Bird's (jr) ointment for some 
time now. 


The battle in Cabinet began when Prime 
Minister V.C. Bird unwisely opened the 
Cabinet by declaring that he was convinced 
that Vere Bird jr had NOT written any 
article against Harris. Harris, following 
last week's Outlet, had taken up the 
issue in the party Executive last Friday. 
V.C. Bird sought to finish an internal 
party matter, at government level. 


Sensing Cabinet's uneasiness with his 
remarks, PM V.C. Bird changed tack 
and launched an attack on heir apparent, 
and second son Lester Bird, claiming 


that Lester Bird "had put a Dunce cap 
-on his head in the Herald of last week." 


Cabinet was stunned. 





No one in Cabinet understood what PM 
Bird meant by the Dunce cap being put 
on his head by Lester. On _ exarnining 
The Herald however, the only explanation 
Outlet found was an _ unusual picture 
of V.C. Bird inset on the front page of 
the Herald in his full Labour Day regalia, 
- a peculiar red hat he himself wears, 
almost exclusively, on Labour Day. Why 
blame Lester Bird for his own hat? He 
was obviously shielding Vere Bird jr, 
and striking out against Vere Bird's real 
or perceived enemies, by various diver- 
sions. The old tactic, shop-worn, did 
not work. Cabinet refused to be side-track- 
ed. 


Then the meeting got down to the issue 
on the agenda before Cabinet. 


The Report on the V.C. Bird International 
Airport and the alleged use and abuse 
of the US$11 million loan funds’ from 
France. The US$11 million loan was 
secured, negotiated and spent by Vere 
Bird jr and his French side-kick Patrick 
Sabouret de Nedde who, according to 
the French newspaper Le Figaro, "is 
well known to the Police for issuing 
bad cheques and wmis-appropriation of 


Company funds". 


The Report did substantiate in an appendix 
an Outlet charge that Maryna, which 
handled a lot of the US$11 million funds 
is a Company owned by Vere bird jr, 
Patrick Sabouret de Nedde and the former 
Mrs John St. Luce. The commissioners 


found this improper and wrong. 


The Report before the Cabinet was prepar- 
ed by the Federal Aviation Authority 
(FAA). Prime Minister bird had not read 
the FAA Report and relied on Vere Bird's 


judgement who insisted he was in the 


clear. Mr. Clean, if you please. 

















Prime Minister Bird unfortunately prepared and forth. Cut and thrust. Among other 
his opening remarks on the subject of things, Vere Bird charged that not until 
the Report by saying that "any Minister Harris was: "kicked out of the government 
who wanted to, could appear before and party" would order be restored in 
the Commission of Inquiry" to be headed both Government and party. By this 
by “eminent jurist" Sir Archibald Nedd. time Harris was livid with rage and the 
The tone in which the Prime Minister shouting match continued with Loth 
said that a Minister could appear before’ ministers tearing’ into each other and 
the Commission also suggested that giving each other, as_ the saying goes 
the Minister or Ministers could do so jn Antigua, "wud for their age and size." 
at the peril of their Cabinet position. All hell had broken loose . 
Minister Harris however, chose not to 
be daunted. He was the first of the Cabinet PM Bird and all the other Cabinet Ministers 
members to speak. sat transfixed and dumbfounded as charges 
and abuse were hurled by both Ministers. 
Harris said that in his view the Federal Unconfirmable reports state that both 
Aviation Authority Report on the US$11 Ministers were armed. 
million re-surfacing of the V.C._ bird 
International airport CLEARLY INDICTED Sensing that the worst was imminent 
VERE BIRE JR. Minister Harris said PM V.C. Bird stepped outside, shattered 
Vere Bird should be removed from the and shaken, old, wary and weary. Harris 
Cabinet NOW. Vere bird uttered a sharp stood and peppered Vere Bird with more 
riposte. charges. Vere stood and lambasted Harris. 
Among other things he swore that this 
Harris said that besides things in the was Harris’ last day in the Government. 
body of the report, the footnotes and 


the appendices indicted Vere Bird. V..C Bird then returned and on his first 


effort to speak, choked with emotion. 


Harris began then to list a series of scams No words came ‘out. Then Cabinet heard 
in which Vere Bird was involved beginning "Cabinet is adjourned". V.C. Bird shuffled 
with Dr. Stanley Siegal of Antigua Interna- away, walking a distinct’ strain, shoulder 
tional Bank, through the Desalting Plant humped, and mouth agape. He had come 
down to the airport. Harris mentioned to a fine pass. The cookie was crumbling 
a quarrel between Siegal and Vere Bird into a thousand pieces. He could mend 
over money, which caused Siegal to leave nothing. 


Antigua. Outlet cannot reprint the details. 

Meanwhile the tears streamed down 
Ha is’ angry face, and Vere Bird moved 
ominously around the room, eyes narrowed 
in naked hostility. Other Cabinet Ministers 
hastened to leave the room. The disarray 
was total. A pensive Lester Bird, lip 
firmly bitten-in left the room with the 
others. Freeland, though not showing 
it, clearly felt he had the last laugh. 


Harris revealed to Cabinet a_ shocker 
that when a Cabinet Minister Vere Bird 
had offered he Harris $30,000 to facilitate 
some deal. 


Vere Bird retorted that a foreign company 
had offered Mr and Mrs Harris free archi- 
tectural drawings for their house and 
they had accepted. 


Harris proceeded with clinical precision The Bird government is in total disorder. 
in a well prepared brief against Vere The underlying cause of the disorder 
Bird for more than 7 minutes, with rejoind- is the elaborate cover-up of the us$11 
ers from Vere Bird. Then Vere Bird angrily’ million airport scam, which led to a 
interjected with unprintable_ statements. re-shuffle,; which, in turn, quickly led 
And Harris responded. See-saw. Back to the Freeland Fiasco; followed even 














more quickly by allegations of a Palace 
Coup (See following story] And now the 
break-up of Cabinet in complete disarray. 
Things fall apart. The centre cannot 
hold. Mere anarchy is loosed upon this 
twin-island State. 


Reporting the break up of Cabinet later 
to fourth son Ivor Bird, who has no status 
in government or party, PM Vere Bird 
charged "that Lester did nothing to save 
the situation." Any which way it goes 
Lester is always guilty. V.C. Bird snr, 
and V.C. Bird jnr, never at fault. 


After the Cabinet debacle PM Bird sent 
surgeon-specialist Dr Cuthwyn Lake 


on a Mission to ask the Ministers not 
to rock the boat and,to give Vere Bird 
a break. Dr. Lake was not meeting with 
notably success. 


The shielding of Vere Bind jn, by 
Prime Minister V.C. Bird has wrenched 
his government from pillar to post 
and back to pillar again. Vere Bird 
trapped at the centre of the airport 
ne-surAfacing dea€ was recently 
eLevated by Vere Bind, to the Ministry 
principally charged with re-surfacing 
and negotiating contracts, both 
Loca and foreign. Sow the wind, 
and one reaps the whirlwind. Things 
fall apart. The centre cannot hold. 


Power Struggle Examined 


St Johns OUTLET in English 16 Jan 87 pp 1,2-3 


[Text] 


A full-scale power struggle is looming 
in the ruling ALP government and Party 
which has publicly confessed that there 
are endless problems in the Party and 
Government. 


The recent and so-called re-shuffle of 
the Cabinet has set off a spate of actions 
and re-actions within the ruling ALP, 
which has pitted brother against brother, 
and bids fair to end in bitterness, even 
armed conflict. 


The crisis is no longer a matter of specula- 
tion. Actual charges of an attempted 
Palace Coup were made by new Minister 
of Public Works Vere Bird jr, who, besides 
being adviser to PM Bird on National 
Security, is at the very centre of an 
international scandal involving the use 
and abuse of US1] million dollar loan 
funds for the re-su'facing of the V.C. 
Bird International Airport. 


Sources close to ‘the Gang of Seven’ 


in the Cabinet, said that "we are embar— 
rassed" that the St. John's Development 


Corporation will spesnd some US$10 
million dollars on far more _ extensive 
works, demolishing and _ constructing 


several large buildings in St. Johns, while 
US11 million dollars "is supposed to have 


been spent on the airport". Even "the 
blind" said the source, "can see _ that 
this does not make sense". And, said 


the source, "The St. John's Development 
project is a far larger undertaking than 
the Airport, and the bigger project is 
spending less. It needs no inquiry to estab- 
lish that." 


Other sources close to Cabinet claim, 
that Lester Bird, representing some 
6 other ministers, made representation 
to Prime Minister Bird, that Vere Bird 
jr should be dropped altogether from 
the Cabinet, until the Public Inquiry 
into the V.C. Bird airport scandal is 


concluded and Vere Bird is cleared. 


Vere Bird jr, scems to have retaliated 
by alleging that the Palace Coup, to 
topple his father and install his brother 


Lester Bird was just foiled by the interven- 











tion of a party group under his control 
and styled the Black Watch. 


The allegation of a Palace Coup, said 
to be masterminded by Antigua'’s High 
Commissioner to London, Ron Sanders, 
and OAS consultant to the St. John's 
Development Corporation Timothy Prime, 
was the main item discussed at the ALP 
Executive Meeting last Friday. 


In the discussion, Minister of Education, 
Reuben Harris said that he had investigated 
the allegations of a Palace Coup, "spread 
around by Vere Bird jr". Re-shuffled, 
s.esigned - then -beg-back Minister of 
Health and Labour, Adolphus Freeland, 
also made a statement to CANA about 
a "Palace Coup" to topple PM Bird. Free- 
land claims that he was "the stumbling 
block" in the way of the coup plotters. 
The Freeland "stumbling block" statement 
was suppressed on local Radio. 


Minister Harris, often used as ..:e official 
ALP investigator, claimed that he investi- 
gated the charge that the Youth for 
Labour, so-called youth arm of the ruling 
ALP, which met last Wednesday at Lester 
vird's Ministry of Economic Development 
intended to pass a vote of no confidence 
in Prime Minister Bird, and then demon- 
strate by a march through the streets 
their lack of confidence in PM Bird. 
It was | alleged to be an "Extraordinary 
Meeting of the youth arm. 


According to a front page article, alleged 
to have been written by Vere Bird's hired 
writer from Barbados, Angela Cope, 
described by ALP sources as a "Barbadian 
eccentric", "The reason for this urgent 
and extraordinary meeting [of the Youth 
Arm] was not mentioned. But the country's 
Security system and the ‘Black Watch’ 
infiltrated the planners and notified 
the authorities that it was intended for 
the youth to pass a resolution calling 
for the resignation of the Prime Minister." 


Ms Angela Cope, who was hired by Vere 
Bird jr according to her, "to put out 


releases to defend him" is said to be 
the annonymous author of: this piece 
which was front -paged in Saturday's 
Workers Voice, on Vere Bird's instructions. 
Miss Cope was closely associated with 
Space Research Corporation, which sent 
arms to the racist regime in South Africa 
from Antigua. Miss Cope was on the 
original delegation which negotiated 
the coming of Space Research to Antigua 
to carry out its heinous arms shipments. 
Vere Bird ir served as lawyer for the 


arms manufacturers. 


According to the article. "At a stage 
of the "Palace Coup" the conspirators 
were surprised when some elderly youths 
showed up and proceeded to abort the 
intent of the meeting". 


With the meeting aborted, according 
to the alleged Cope-Vere Bird article 
"the schemers after talking with the 
foreigners proceeded to the residence 
of the PM after nine in the night". 


Then comes this "In any other country 
they would have been shot on sight." 
The writers seemed to have wanted that 
result - hence the veiled sentiment expres- 
sed. ; 
Fortunately, said the article "The PM 
invited them in and listened in amazement 
as they proceeded to pledge full support 
for and confidence in his leadership". 
Then follows this stunning sentence "An 
act which was duplicated by seven Minis- 
ters early the next morning". Late at 
night the schemers pledged _ support, 
bright and early the next morning "Seven 
Ministers" did the same. Obviously, the 
schemers and the 'seven ministers’ were 
part of one piece, piece and part of the 


same Palace Coup. 


It would be noted that the PM is reported 
by ‘the coup reporters’ as listening in 
"amazement" to the pledge of support 
by the youth arm. rle obviously expected 
the opposite, - a demand for resignation 
- and was amazed to hear the pledge 
of support. 





Clearly PM Bird BELIEVED the reports 
of an imminent Palace Coup. 


Further evidence of this came from 
PM Bird himself who told an American— 
Antiguan perfume businessman that 
Freeland expected to make a big thing 
of his resignation by using the radio 
"but we shut him down." 

PM Bird has Information - Radio and 
TV - under his portfolio, but in fact control 
of Radio and TV is exercised by Vere 
Bird jr, who in the re-shuffle is supposed 
to have lost Information. 


At the Executive Meeting on Friday | 


last, iinister Harris debunked the Palace 
Coup charge, as "diseless", "groundless" 
and an “utter fsvricacion." de even showed 


that one of the schemers from the youth 


group St Clair Simon, was a die-hard 


loyalist of PM wird. 


New Minister of Agriculture and Housing 
Hilroy Humphreys then spoke at _ the 
Executive Meeting and he said the whole 
Palace Coup charge was a fiction created 
because "they" were "vex" that Harris 
and himself were now on speaking terms 
with Lester Bird. It seemed, he said, 
that people liked it when they were not 
on speaking terms "with the Deputy". 
The Palace Coup idea was an attempt 
to descredit the Deputy. 


The Deputy himself spoke next as chairman 
of the meeting and gave a detailed account 
of what Ron Sanders was doing in the 
country since he and his father-in-law 
Commonwealth  Secretary-General Sir 
Shridath Ramphal were on holiday here. 


The ‘Palace Coup reporters’ had written 
that since Ron Sanders "had arrived 
there has been endless problems in the 
Government and Labour Party. The 
reshuffling of the Cabinet which led 
to the refusal of Freeland from accepting 
his portfolio". The crude juxtaposition 
of these two sentence, without any trace 
of logical connection was intended to 
convey the impression that Ron Sanders 


caused "the endless problems in the Gov- 


erninent and Labour Party" because 
it was ron Sanders and not PM Bird 
wnuo re-shuffled the Cabinet. Sanders 
became the scape goat. Tim Prime, the 
dapper OAS consultant, was added for 
good measure. Both are close to Deputy 
PM Lester Bird. The policy was to attack 
the allies in order to attack the principal, 
indirectly. 

The oddity was that the alleged writer, 
Angela Cope allegedly working on behalf 
of Vere Bird jr, was attacking other 
foreigners for planning this Palace Cour 
with the schemers. After showing that 
the Ministers followed quickly on the 
heels of the youth group in a 'mock' pledge 
of support to PM Bird after the Palace 
Coup was aborted, the Palace Coup report- 
ers end their piece with this illogicality. 
"We do not believe that any of the Minis- 
ters were involved in this attempted 
‘Palace Coup’ but it was hatchea entirely 
by foreigners." The absurdity is how 
could a Palace Coup not involve Ministers! 
By definition a Palace Coup is the replace- 
ment of the leader by another leader 
from within the Cabinet. 


What is important is not just the power 
struggle between the Bird brothers, but 
that the Army and Police have been 
set at each others throat. 


The "Palace Coup’ Reporters" admit 
that the "security system infiltrated" 
its own ruling government and party 
organs! Astonishing! 


More than that, confirmed .reports state 
that a mobile group of police were dis- 
patched when Vere Bird's "Black Watch" 
clashed with the alleged Palace coup 


makers, the Youth arm, at Lester Bird's 
Ministry. 


Unconfirmed reports said that the army 


was alerted presumably by Vere Bird 
jr. 


Both Police and Army officials have 
confirmed to respectable citizens, that 
they are anxious to get at each other. 





And one Police faction said that "we 
will blow the army apart when the clash 
comes". While an army faction claimed 
that then they "would wipe the floor 
with the Police in no time". 


It is common knowledge that there is 
no love to be lost between Commissioner 


of Police Wright George and Major Clyde 
Walker, Commander of the Army. Both 
are identified with the contending factions. 
There is now a loose grouping of Vere 
Bird jr, John St Luce and Adolphus Free- 
land in one faction, Lester Bird, Harris, 
Humphreys, Yearwood, Marshall, Molwyn 
Joseph, and Cochrane are now associated 
in an uneasy and volatile alliance. 


What is beyond doubt, and even the ruling 
ALP admits that there are "endless prob- 
lems in the government and the: Labour 
Party.". 


The oddest thing of all, is that though 
the Executive of the ALP last Friday 
rejected the existence of the Palace 
Coup, the story as carried by the Workers 
Voice was broadcast over CANA and 
carried repeatedly on local Radio. PM 
Bird is Minister of Information. 


Reports state that Vere Bird jr insisted 
that an announcer at ABS who is a Youth 
Arm member had to read the story or 
be firea. Keports also state tnat he person- 
ally called ZDK radio to make sure that 
the Palace Coup story, though rejected 
by the Party Executive, was aired twice 
on Sunday. Reliable reports further state 
that Vere Bird jr, further called overseas 
news agencies to authenticate the Palace 


Coup story. 


The power struggle is on in deadly earnest. 


Reaction to OUTLET REPORT 


Port-of -Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Feb 87 p 18 


{Text ] 
ST JOHN’S, Tuesday inet, must 


level,” the paper added. 


seriously ~ ; 
What is even more 





(CANA) — The Anti- 
gua and Barduda 
Herald newspaper 
has called on Prime 
Minister Vere Bird to 
take “urgent and ef- 
fective” steps to. stop 
an apparent leak of 
Cabinet minutes to 
Opposition sources. 

In an_ editorial thé 
paper gave no indication 
of who it thought was 
responsible but said the 
.time had come when 


Bird, as the head of Cab- 


move to find out where 
the leak was and to 
“plug it tightly.” 

“Far too much sensi- 
tive and privileged infor- 
mation is being 
prematurely leaked to 
those sources which are 
insidiously using such 
information for their 
own selfish and unpa- 
triotic ends,” the editori- 
al said. 

The Herald is not 
convinced that this leak 
is at the level of the Civil 
Service “it is at a higher 


troubling is the fact that 
such graphic description 
with unbelievable accu- 
racy of facts which cer- 
tainly confirms our belief 
that all is not well at 
Cabinet.” 

The paper also called 
for a thorough in-house 
examination in order to 
stop the = information 
leak and for Prime Mi- 
nister Bird to throw the 
“whole book" at any per- 
son or groups discovered 
to be the culprit. 





Reprint of Unpublished HERALD Comment 


St Johns OUTLET in English 16 Jan 87 p 9 


[Article preceeded without further explanation by masthead of The Antigua and 


Barbuda HERALD and showing publication data as Vol 1, Issue No 56, dated 
17 December 1986] 


Lester Bird, as Chairman of the Antigua 
[Text ] Labour Party (ALP), is always talking about 











assistance 


the unity of the Party. His speech to the last 
ALP Convention in which he said that “there 
is no enemy within the ALP” was clearly de- 
signed to paper over the cracks in the party; 
eracks which were created principally by 
Reuben Ilarris, who as always opposed the 
ALP and ALP people. It is time Lester Bird 
stops fooling himself that the ALP is uuited 
because he is certainly not convincing anyone 
else. We are all aware that Reuien Harris is 
determined to destroy the Labour Party and 
everything he has done recently demonstrates 
his eagerness to do so. 

A case in point is his amazing stateraent in 
the House of Representatives last week Mon- 
day when he said, “We do not pay our own 
people, but we pay other people. It is alright 
to say that we do not have a Director of Public 
Works so we bring 1.) someone and give them 
house, give them telephone, we give them water 
and many other things to have them. It would 
be easier and cheaper if we were paying one of 
our engineers $4000 or $5000. Mr. Speaker, I 
am saying that our professionals have got to 
be very important. Why do we have to go abroad 
to Europe and America to get professionals 
when we have them here? Why do we go to 
Europe and North America when we have tal- 
ent here”, 

As Reuben Harris made this statement, de- 
signed to create hostility toward the Govern- 
ment, he knew that he was lying. And yet he 
did so without shame. 

For there are no Europeans or Americans 
being paid by the Government. Not one. Not 


‘one, anywhere. The Director of Public Works, 


Mr. Japp , who is an Englishman, |s provided 
by the British Government under its teclisiical 

programe to Antigua and Barbuda 
and is fully paid by the British Government. 
Reuben Harris knows that. Yet, he lied when 


he said “we do not have a Director of Public 
Works so we bring in someone and give thei 
house, give them telephone, we give them waler 
and many other things to have them.” 

So why did Rewben Harris lie and lie in the 
House of Representatives, the highest decision-muk- 
ing body in the land? More important why did 
he lie on a Government of which he is a part 
and for which, as a Cabinet Minister, he takes 
collective responsibility? He lied because, he 
is determined to stay inside the Government 
to undermine and destroy it. If what he said 
about employing outsiders is true, and our in- 
vestigation shows that he was lying, why did 
he not oppose the matter within his own 
Cabinet? Why did he choose pariiament to 
make this statement? It is obvious that he did 
80 in a determined and malicious attempt tu 
heap public hostility on the Government. 

HERALD investigations have revealed that 
the Government pays no one, not a single per- 
son, from Europe and America. Indeed, Euro- 
pean and American personnel in this country, 
are working for Government in crucial areas 
of the nation’s development and are being fully 
paid by European, Canadian and the United 
States Governments. In the case of Milton 
Rogers of APUA, his salary is paid by the 
United States Government, through USAID 
and he is not even an American. 

When we cast our investigative net further 
afield to discover which non Antiguans the 
Government is paying, these are the facts: 
which we discovered. The Government pays the 
salaries of non-Antiguan Doctors and Nurses 
at the Holberton Hospital, but all Antiguan 
Doctors in this country are paid by the Govern- 
ment and allowed to have private practices. In 
the case of non-Antiguan Doctors, they are not 
permitted to practice privately. Further, every 
qualified Antiguan who has applied for a job 
as a nurse has been employed ahead of a non- 
Antiguan. The Governinent pays the costs of 
only one non-Antiguan Engineer at APUA and 
that is only because, despite several advertise- 
ments, no qualified Antiguans applied for the 
jobs. Further, George Piggot, an Antiguan En- 





gineer at APUA already earns the sort of salary that Reuben Harris says should 
be paid to Antiguan Engineer, so too does another Antiguan Engineer, Malcolm 


Edwards, 


To the absolute amazement of the HERALD, we discovered that most non-nationals, 
who are paid by the Government, are in Reuben Harris's Ministry. For the non- 
nationals in the Ministry of Finance and in the Ministry of Economic Develop- 
ment are paid either by USAID or the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooper- 
ation (CFTC), However, there are a number of teachers, paid by Government, who 
are not Antiguan, And what is more, Reuben Harris's main advisor, Dr Jacob 
Bynoe, is a non-Antiguan (in fact, a Guyanese), who is partly paid by the Gov- 
ernment and partly paid by UNESCO, 


Therefore, if there is one Minister of the Government who is guilty of not 
"paying our own people, but paying other people," that Minister is none other 
than Reuben Harris himself, The man is truly a bold faced, brazen and totally 








contemptious person. For he would have the people of this country believe 
that the Government favours foreigners over their own, while there is ab- 
solutely no truth in what he says. He forces us to conclude that he has no 
other purpose in mind but to undermine, embarrass and destroy this Government, 


It is important for the HERALD to mention that we recognise that the country 
needs the services of Dr Bynoe, Mr Harris's main adviser, and we also need 

the services of the teachers who are non-nationals, for Reuben Harris has done 
a thorough and complete job of alienating every Antiguan from working in the 
field of Education, No Antiguan, who has a choice, would work for Reuben 
Harris, He is notorious for his bigoted and self-opinionated style and he 
treats his employees just a little better than dirt. If it weren't for these 
nonenationals, education in this country would be in an even more deplorable 
state than it is, 


But let us look at some of the other things which Reuben Harris has done re- 
cently as further evidence of his overwhelming obsession to destroy the Labour 
Party which he has hated for over twenty years, Last week he went up to Urlings 
School and personally ordered a group of workers from a private contracting firm 
off the premises and threatened them with police prosecution, Do you know 

what crime these workers committed? They were building a Sports facility for 
Netball and Basketball for the young people of Urlings who have no such facil- 
ity and who are forced to play on the road, Reuben Harris, a Minister of the 
Government and a Vice Chairman of the APL, ordered the workers not to build a 
sports facility at Urlings School which they were doing for free and in the 
interest of the children in the area, 


Why did he do this? According to him, he did it because "the young people of 
Urlings would vandalise the school, just like the young people of Gray's Farm 
and the Point vandalised the schools in their areas,'’ That is the kind of re- 
gard that Reuben Harris, Minister responsible for Sport and Youth Affairs, has 
for the youth of Antigua--he accuses them of being criminals, In the case of 
the young people of Urlings, he accuses them of being vandals even without any 
vandalism taking place, In other words, he has pronounced them criminals even 
though no crime has been committed. 


The private firm that had undertaken to build the Sports Facility at Urlings 
School is the firm that is building the Hotel at Deep Bay, They were so ter- 
rified by the actions of Reuben Harris, as a Minister of the Government, that 
work stopped in the Deep Bay Hotel until the firm's headquarters in Italy re- 
ceived assurances from the Government that Reuben Harris's high handed action 
at Urlings School did not apply to the Deep Bay Hotel. Thus with his usual 
bigotry and bombast, Reuben Harris almost succeeded in ruining the Deep Bay 
project and definitely accomplished his intention to deprive the youth of 
Urlings of a much needed Sports facility. 


It is a reasonable assumption that if Reuben Harris was interested in seeing 
the ALP win the next General Election, he would do everything in his power to 
promote a good feeling toward the Government from the electorate. Yet, his 
actions are clearly designed to do the opposite--in chasing the private firm 
from Urlings School, he continued to deprive the youth of the area of a sports 
facility, Thus, he lost the ALP a number of votes in the area. Further, by 
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lying in Parliament as he did on the matter of employing foreigners, Reuben 
Harris, was again attempting to create hostility toward the ALP, The man is 
clearly "an enemy within," 


Lester Bird, as Chairman of the ALP, must stop straining our credibility by 
trying to convince us that the party is united, It is obvious, evident and 
crystal clear that Reuben Harris, who wanted to "lock up V, C, Bird Snr, and 
throw away the key," continues to nurture in his twisted breast a deep and 

all consuming hatred of the ALP, We will watch with interest how long it 

takes him to bring the Party tumbling down and so achieve his lifelong ambition, 
For it woudl appear that, despite every injury that he does to the Party, V. C. 
Bird Snr, and Lester Bird are trying to hide Reuben Harris's vileness from the 
people, 


Editor's Note; The above article was reprinted from the unpublished issue of 
Herald of December 17, 1986 (Vol 1 No 56). OUTLET is not responsible for the 
sentiments expressed, 


New In-Fighting 
St Johns OUTLET in English 30 Jan 87 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Two top-ranking ALP members, who hold top government positions in the 
Information Ministry, broke into open fisticuffs at the Prime Minister's office, 
last Friday following a meeting, called by the Prime Minister. 


The two high-ranking ALP officials had been called to the Prime Minister's 
office to be informed that a new Coordinator of Public Information had been 
appointed, He is Mr Colin Sampson, formerly Managing-Director of the Carib- 
bean Lottery, 


The fight followed on the heels of more in-fighting in the Bird government, 
Prime Minister Bird who holds Ministerial responsibility for Information had 
called the meeting of Information officers, However, he had asked Minister 
without Portfolio Hugh Marshall ''to help" with the Information Ministry, 


Apparently, PM Bird fears that Marshall would use the Public Information 
Division, ABS Radio and TV ro promote the leadership claims of Deputy PM 
Lester Bird, To preclude this "threat,"’ real or imagined, PM Bird asked 
Permanent Secretary Lounel Stevens to chair the meeting, though Minister 
Marshall was to be present! 


When Minister Marshall arrived he found PS Lounel Stevens well established 





in the head table chair and he had to 
take a lowly seat at the table among 
the staff and reporters. Marshall was 
obviously discomfited. 


Nonetheless, he took his lowly seat 
and proceeded to take over the meeting. 


PS Lounel Stevens then became upset 
at Marshall's dominance over the meeting 
and proceeded to abruptly adjourn the 
meeting. 


More than that, in the presence cf Minis- 
ter Marshall, PS Lounel Stevens called 


11 











PM Bird and told PM Bird, in the hearing 
of Minister Marshall and the entire 
staff, that Minister Marshall was trying 
to take control of the Ministry’ instead 
of "helping" as he was asked to do. 


PM Bird in turn ordered Marshall to 
see him. PM Bird is reported to have 
told confidantes, that he thinks Dr. 
Lemuel Sealy is a good candidate and 
he would like to see Dr Sealy in a Labour 
government. Dr Sealy has mounted 
a challenge from within the corrupt 
ALP against Hugh Marshall in the St. 
Mary's South Constituency. 


As the media ineeting on Friday last 
was about to break up abruptly, the 
ALP Chief Political Media Officer 
who had welcomed the appointinent 
of Colin Sampson, and made uncompli- 
mentary remarks about his predecessor 
who is now just a demoted staff mémber, 
move to leave the abortive teeting 
early. As the ALP Chief Political Media 
Officer left, the demoted predecessor 
followed swiftly on his heels. As the 
ALP Chief Political Media Officer 
was opening the door to leave the PM's 
office he received a stunning blow from 
the demoted predecessor at the back 
of the right ear which all but knocked 
him out. The ALP Political Media Officer 
groggy froin the blow, turned and half-- 
blocked a fierce over head left. ile 
tried peek-a-boo as the blows rained 
down on him from the demoted predeces- 
sor. 


Gaining a breather the ALP Political 
Media Officer darted through the door 
followed by the demoted predecessor 
who publicly claimed that he delivered 
a swift kick in the bottom of the ALP 
Chief political officer in~the media. 
And then the ALP Chief political officer 
in the media managed to get in his 
car and make good his escape. The 
ALP Chief political officer in the Media 
had to see a doctor, and has since missed 


several meetings of the staff, including 
one called by Minister Marshall, which 
PM Bird had ordered the personnel 
they should not attend. 


The ruling ALP is a cauldron of storms 
at every level, and the conflicts are 
appearing any and everywhere, at Cabi- 
net, privately and publicly. 


PM Bird who is dividing the ALP into 
those against his eldest son Minister 
Vere Bird jr's, alleged corruption in 
the US$11 million airport scam, and 
those who like PM Bird stand with his 
son, seems willing to push the internecine 
warfare into a whole scale split. 


Meanwhile Lester Bird's mouthpiece 
The Herald of January 21, took a tongue-- 
in-cheek dig at PM Bird when they 
wrote Editorially that "It is interesting 
to note that while the Prime Minister 
called on the Party and Union members 
to solve the problem in the party, at 
no time did he suggest what steps should 
be taken". PM Bird's lack of a construc- 
tive approach was followed by a trenchant 
question as The Herald asked "What 
are the structures existing in the party 
to solve such thorny questions?"* The 
Herald urged thé "Leadership" and 
the "General membership" not to adopt 
"the ostrich approach to problem-solving". 
However, the problems multiply, fights 
are becoming commonplace, as a ruling 
party "without structures" collapses 
from the weight of its own corruption. 


The Herald was also quick to point 
out to its readers that “It is now clear 
that the probleins within the ALP have 
become too big for the Prime Minister" 
and softening the hard punch to the 
Prime Minister's jaw it added "even 
with the respect, experience and wisdom 
to solve on his own", The Herald really 
wanted to say that Prime Minister Bird 
is part of the problem, and therefore 
cannot be part of the solution. 
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Role of Airport Scandal 


St Johns OUTLET in English 23 Jan 87 pp 1,2 


[Text ] 


Prime Minister Vere Cornwall Bird, for 
the first time ackowledged what ACLM. 
and Outlet had been saying all along, 
and what he and others in the regime 
had long denied: that there was a deep— 
seated and unending conflict in his govern- 
ment and Cabinet. 


PM Bird admitted on Sunday in a speech 
on the 48th Anniversary of the AT&LU 
which speech has been described as 
"“weird"', that there was a "row" in Cabinet 
which led to "a blow up". 


PM Bird called on the AT&LU Executive 
and membership and on the ALP Executive 
and membership to get the Cabinet Minis- 
ters "to stop their quarrelling." He said 
that "the ministers had neglected the 
people's business" and were getting "fat". 
"Their bellies were full, now they got 
these high positions". 


While he as Prime Minister had the power 
the sole power to discipline ministers 
who had "neglected the peoples business" 
and who behaved as if "they owned the 
ministries" and who had got "fat" from 
doing their own business, PM Bird had 
done nothing about it. He blamed others 
for his lack of leadership, and told the 
AT&LU members that they had "the 
power" to correct the problems. He did 
not say, when,where or how the members 
of the AT&LU and Party could exercise 
this hitherto unknown power. 


Indeed, it was PM Bird who had publicly 
encouraged Ministers to form companies 
and do business with the very government 
of which they were Ministers, so that 
they will be "fat" when they are no longer 
in office. 


PM Bird clearly sought to deceive the 
public when in his AT&LU address he 
gave the impression that the Cabinet 


Ministers were ‘just quarrelling and bicker 
ing for quarrelling and bickering sake. 
As if there were was no. fundamental 
issue of great public importance which 
caused "the blow up in Cabinet" last 


Wednesday. 


PM Bird, whose speech has been re-broad- 
cast several times, did net tell the public 
that Federal Aviation Authority (FAA), 
which he had invited to investigate the 
US11 million dollar loan expenditure 
on the V.C. Bird International Airport 
had shown in their recent Report that 
the money ‘was mis-spent and not spent 
at all on the V.C. Bird Airport. 


The FAA Report, discussion on which 
led "to the blow up" in Cabinet stated 
that the US11 million dollar resurfacing 
International 


project at the V.C. Bird 
Airport called for a 4 inch overlay, 
while "the international standard is 


normally 3 inches." 


The FAA Report said that on examination 
of the V.C. Bird International Airport 
that it found “that nowhere on the V.C. 
Bird airport does the re-surfacing exceed 
2 inches and sometimes it is a mere 
1.3 inches". PM V.C. Bird has not asked 
his eldest son and Minister Vere Bird 
jr to face this fact, and he himself has 
ducked that fact at great harm to himself. 


PM Bird continues to STONEWALL 
it and to tell the public that nothing 
was wrong in the expenditure of the 
massive US11 million dollars on the 
V.C. Bird International airport. 


The conclusion must be drawn that since 
the project called for a 4 inch overlay, 
and in most cases only 1-3 inches had 
actually been applied, that more than 
valf of the money allocated to re-surfac- 
ing the airport went down the corrupt 
velt-way. 
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Reports state that Minister of Education 
Reuben ilarris actually read this section 
of the Report at last Wednesday's Cabinet 
meeting to PM Bird who had not read 
tle report ("neglecting the people's busi- 
ness") and drew the obvious conclusion 
- that the US$11 million loan funds "were 
misappropriated" and Cabinet Minister, 
Vere Bird jr "should be removed" from 
Cabinet in the light of these official 
facts in the Federal Aviation Authority 
(FAA) Report. 


Prime Minister Bird, made a strange 
response to Minister Reuben Harris at 
the Cabinet Meeting when he asked Reuben 
Harris angrily "Why all you always attack- 
ing my son?" 


This gave the cue to Vere Bird jr to 
retaliate avainst Harris with abuse and 
insult, and it seemed for a moment that 
a heavy leaden paper-weight on the Cabi- 
net table would crash into Harris’ face. 
Harris winced and weaved in anticipation. 


Harris, undaunted by either Prime Minister 
bire, or Vere Bird's threatening gestures 
ind language proceeded in Cabinet. to 
vive a "short list" of the corrupt deals 
committed on the V.C, Bird International 
Airport scandal. 


Outlet 


, cannot quote MNSlinister [Harris 
directly, since Harvis refused ¢0 take 
calls from Outlet, and in one instance 


instructed his secretary to cut off the 
call from Outlet without explanation. 


however, rcliable 
the tollowin.. 


sources state that 
facts in the knowledge 
of Cabinet, “ere brought tp as evidence 
Why Vere fird ir, who as Slinister ot 
Utilities and Aviation, assumed resvonsibi- 
lity for securing toe loan without advise 
from the ‘iinistry of Finance and. its 


experts, should be dropped from the 
Cabinet momediatels , 

Cabinet, headed by Prime \linister V.C, 
Bird, was reminded tinut “Cabinet itseff" 


had agreed, after the French Government 


made the U.S.$11 million loan available, 


"that a consortium of local engineers 


to supervise and verify work at the V.C. 
Bird International" would be appointed. 


In direct violation of this Cabinet decis:on 
Vere Bird jr, as Minister of Public Utilities 
and Aviation instead appointed a Company 
of which he was a major shareholder 
- Maryna - "to verify and supervise the 
work at the airport". No report was sub- 


mitted to Cabinet, since Maryna does 
not have engineering skills. Maryna, 
however, Cabinet was told, collected 


$670,020 for not doing the work which 
Cabinet said should have been pertormed 
by a consortium of local engineers. 


Cabinet was further told that Vere Bird 
jr ordered a cheque for US$50,000, drawn 
against the airport account on the grounds 
that it was to be paid to local engineers, 
and this sum of $50,000 was never paid 
to any local engineers, but the funds 
have not been accounted for. 


PM Bird in his broadcast at the AT&LU 
48th anniversary made a concealed and 
sly reference to this $50,000 and _ said 
that he "was not talking about those 
penny-ha-penny money like the $50,000." 
It was alright it seemed to rip off $50,000, 
for PM Bird said he was "talking about 
big money ~- the 11 million dollars". 


PM Bird of course, made no reference 
to another amount of money raised in 
the Cabinet "Blow-up" meeting. 


Cabinet was told how Vere Bird jr, agreed 
and paid out US$675,000 out of the U.S. 
loan funds for “Engineering studies to 
build the mew parallel taxiway" at the 
V.C. Bird International Airport, No Engi- 
neering Studies were done. And none 
were ever seen by Cabinet or Consultants. 


Who got this US$675,000? - Maryna. 


Indeed, Cabinet was told in the Blow 
Up meeting that when local engineers 
at APUA asked the Minister Vere Bird 
to see the Engineering studies for the 
Parallel Taxiway they were told they 
could not see it. Neither Engineers, 
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Cabinet or anyone could see these mythical 
Engineering Studies, for which Antigua 
paid US$675,000. 


At this stage in the Cabinet 
last Wednesday, PM _ Bird himself 
interrupted both Ministers Vere _ Bird 
jr and Reuben Harris to say "We talking 
about big money man, we talking about 
11 million dollars U.S., not small money." 


Blow-up 


Cabinet was then told how Building 
Finishing System, the little known French 
Company with the English name went 
bankrupt. in July 1985. 2d how Vere 
Bird's "partner in the deal" the French 
man Patrick Sabourette de WNedde "a 
known expert in bankrupting companies" 
was a shareholder in Building Finishing 
System. Then Cabinet got the bomb 


dropped on them: That long after Building 
[finishing System declared bankruptcy 
in France, in July 1985, Vere Bird approved 
a payment in January 1986 of U.S. Four 
million dollars to the bankrupt French 
company Building Finishing System. 


Patrick de Nedde who is ac a 
Sharcholder with NMiinister Vere Bird 
jr in Maryna collected this US4 million 
dollars cut ot the U.S.11 million dollars 
on behalt of Building Finishing System. 
A bankrupt Company receiving money 
is the same 2s a dead man receiving 
and accepting payments. 


major 


Patrick de Nedde, who was here until 
Jast week, 1s reported to have chartercd 
« plane and left Antigua with his family. 
The Vere Bird "requested" inquiry was 
to have started yesterday January 22, 
1987. 


At this stage, the awe-struck Cabinet 
heard repeated from the FAA Report 
that the 4 inch resurfacing overlay which 
Vere Bird said was }pute on the airport, 
"was never done", and that’ the most 
that was done in some places was a 2 
inch overlay, and in many cases 1.3 inches, 
and that "this great fraud," by whomever 
perpetrated, was cause enough for the 
removal of the Minister responsible from 
Cabinet. 








The World Bank had written. and Outlet 
had reproduced the World Bank Report 
on its November 14, 1986 issue, which 
stated that the V.C. Bird International 
Airport "project would cover the existing 
Airport with a 4 inch overlay." The runway 
"has cracked" said the World Bank Report 
due to a variety of reasons. Its present 
conditions is a safety hazard and re-paving 
is required to support increased traffic: 
flows". 


The World Bank had said that the maxi- 
mum projected cost of this 4 inch overlay 
on the V.C. Bird International airport 
was $750,000 U.S. 


The Antigua governnient accepted the 
estimate and sought this US$750,000 
funds for the airport re-surfacing project. 
And then the airport loan inexplicably 
leap-frogged from US$750,000 to US$11 


million. 


The total sum which Cabinet heard 
was "mis-appropriated" includes YS$670,- 
000 for Engineering supervision by local 
engineers which was ‘never’ done; 
US$50,000 drawn but not paid to local 
engineers; US$675,000 for engineering 
studies on the parallel taxiway alone, 
and US4 million dollars paid to Building 
Finishing Syste. (BFS) 6 months after 
BFS had declared bankruptcy. 

The amount “at the very minimum" 
which Cabinet heard was "ripped off* 
from the "local end" amounted to 5 
million, 395 thousand and 20 dollars’ 
(US$5,395,020). 


In spite of overwhelming evidence PM 
Bird has refused to be convinced, and 
in spite of a majority of Cabinet indicating 
that there was "gross mis-management 
of the airport loan: funds" PM Bird has 
still continued to shield and back his 
son Vere Bird jr. 


In fact, PM Bird definitely tried to bring 
down the wrath of ALP and AT&LU 
supporters on Minister Reuben Harris's 
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head for causing what he described as 
"the bickering among the political leaders." 
PM Bird in his repeated broadcast again 
exonerated Vere Bird of all charges thoug 
an inquiry set up by him ("I make all 
the decisions") to inquire in the V.C. 
Bird International Airport Scandal was 
convened yesterday. 


PM Bird was clearly pre-judging the 
issue before the so called inquiry by 
exonerating his son in national broadcast 
on Radio and TV. 


PM Bird's stubborn defense of Vere Bird 
in Cabinet, lis outright question "Why 
all you always attacking my son", plus 
Vere Bird's vehement threats, and the 
silence of The Gang cf Eight in Cabinet, 
reduced Minister Reuben Harris to tears 
and he wept uncontrollably. The nation 
that will have to pay back this U.Sv11 
million dollars, weeps with Minister 
Reuben Harris. 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


INVESTIGATION OF AIRPORT-PROJECT FINANCING BEGINS 


OUTLET Criticism 


St Johns OUTLET in English 23 Jan 87 ppl, 3 


{Text} 


Several Antiguans, tuned to the BBC 
on Wednesday morning were surprised 
and some shocked when the popular 
BBC programme Radio Newsreel, carried 
a full report on what it called the "finan- 
cial scandal" gripping the Antigua Govern- 
ment, which the BBC said principally 
concerned the ruling Bird family. 


The comprehensive report on the BBC 
noted that a French official, Yves Chal- 
lier, connected with the US$11] million 
French loan to Antigua to re-surface 
the V.C. Bird International Airport, 
was arrested in connection with another 
scam relating to African Aid funds. 


The BBC Report then followed this 
with the news that Vere Bird jr eldest 
son of Prime Minister V.C. Bird was 
at the centre of “the financial scandal". 
No arrests have been made in Antigua. 
And the Minister at the centre of "the 
financial scandal" is still a Minister 
though the Bird government in the BBC 
Report has appointed retired Grenadian 
Chief Justice Sir Archibald Nedd, to 
inquire into the "financial scandal". 


An official release from the Bird govern- 
ment, took an unusual twist, when it 
was learnt for the first time that Sir 
Archibald Nedd is not heading a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry, but has been appointed 


"Investigator" in what is now officially 
terined the "Investigation into the Rehabi- 
litation of the V.C. Bird Airport Runway 
and its environs." 


Legal sources claii that this "Investiga- 
tion” owmeans that no witnesses can 
be compelled by subpoena to appear 
before the "Investigator", no witnesses 
will have to swear an oath, which means 
that witnesses are not required to tell 
the truth. That apart, no _ witné@sses 
can be cross-examined. 


This sleight of hand by the Bird govern- 
ment, which first announced that it 
was holding a Comunission of Inquiry. 
has been interpreted as another effort 
to cover-up the role cf the Prime Minis- 
ter's eldest son, then Minister of Utilities 
and Aviation Vere Bird jr, in the US$1]1 
million airport loan funds. 


iseapwhile Patrick Sabourette de Nedde, 
Vere Bird's jr side-kick was allowed to 
leave the country a week before the 
"Investigation" began. Monsieur de 
Nedde, who according to French news- 
papers is "well known to the French 
Police for issuing bad cheques and mis- 
appropriation of Company funds" secured 
the U.S. 11 million dollar loan, and 
received huge "commissions" for his 
part in the deal. Without Monsieur de 
Nedde's evidence, any inquiry, legal 
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sources state, "would be a farce", and 
"those who allowed him to leave did 
intend to reduce the whole thing to 
a farce." 


Legal sources also state that appearing 
as Counsel at the "Investigation" is 
Lloyd Luckhoo, legal consultant to 
the Bird government. Mr. Lloyd Luckhoo 
Q.C. was brought to Antigua by the 
Bird government to prosecute Outlet 
Editor and ACLM Chairman Tim Hector, 
for the several revelations of corruption 
which have appeared in Outlet and 
raised on public platforms. 


Mr. Tim Hector successfully challenged 
the law under which he was prosecuted 
and had it declared unconstitutional. 
The Bird regime has appealed the High 
Court's ruling that the law which makes 
it a Criminal offense to print statements 
likely to undermine confidence in the 
conduct of public affairs is unconstitu- 


tional. 


Legal sources further state that LLoyd 
Luckhoo was indirectly or directly involv- 
ed in the US$11 million loan for the 
rehabilitation of the V.C. Bird Interna- 
tional Airport. In that Vere Bird claimed 
that he was constantly in touch with 
Lloyd Luckhoo by telefax while negotia- 
tions on the US$11 million loan were 
going on in France. [Portion omitted] 

of US$10,000 for his legal services 
on the airport loan. The same _ legal 
sources, also told Outlet that the same 
Lloyd Luckhoo was paid some US$17,000 
in connection with the Antigua Beach 
Hotel which was reportedly owned - by 
the same Patrick Sabourette de Nedde 
and Vere Bird jr. 


What then is Lloyd Luckhoo's real role? 
To defend Vere Bird jr?_To justify the 
loan and the advice he gave Vere Bird 
by telefax? Or is he there, employed 
by the public to defend the public's 
interest? Could he do the latter in the 
light of his alleged involvement? Could 
he be there to assist the Investigator 
when he was part of the original contract 
deal which is the subject of the so called 





investigation? 


Oddly enough the official release gave 
no terms of reference for the so-called 
Investigation and did mot say under 
what iaw the "Investigation" was convened 
and therefore what powers the Investiga- 
tor had. Under British law investigations 
are normally carried out by the police 
and then presented to the relevant 
authorities for action. In fact no law 
that we could find governs this Investiga- 
tion and legal observers described it 
"as part and parcel of an official cover-—- 
up" 

The full text of the official release 
follows: "It is hereby notified for general 
information that Sir Archibald Nedd, 
duly appointed Investigator into the 
Rehabilitation of the V.C. Bird Interna- 
tional airport runway and_ environs, 
Has appointed Thursday the 22nd , day 
of January, 1987, as the day and date 
on which proceedings into the matter 
will commence at the Magistrate's 
Court Building, St John's at 9.30 a.m 
in the forenoon. 


The General public and all interested 
persons, wishing to make_ statements 
or to supply information are requested 
to take note and to govern themselves 
accordingly." 


The release made no reference to the 
U.S. 11 million dollar loan funds, and 
gave no indication as to the terms of 
reference and powers of the "Investiga- 
tion". Terms of reference are vital, 
for without them no one could knew 
what information or statements would 
be relevant. 


BBC reporters called Outlet to ascertain 
whether the Commission of Inquiry 
had been changed to an Investigation 
and were stunned to learn of the -fTast 
minute change. They, were also shocked 
to learn that De Nedde had left the 
island and could not and will not be 
summoned to give evidence. 
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St Johns HERALD in 


[Text] 


The official investi- 
gation set up by govern- 
ment to look into all as- 
pects of the Rehabilita- 
tion of the Airport Run- 
way, began kearing 
formal evidence this 
week. 

Retired Judge, Sir Ar- 
chibald Nedd is presiding 
over the investigation, which 


was commissioned follow-. 


ing allegations that the 


U.S.$11.1 million price tag. 


for the project was grossly 
inflated and that funds sec- 


ured for the project were 


at which time the terms of 
reference and operational 
procedures were discussed. 

On Monday when evi- 
dence was first heard the in- 
vestigation opened to a 
packed courtroom with Di- 
rector of the ' cteorology Of- 
fice, Mr. Cordeil Weston tak- 
ing the witness stand. 

’ His evidence related gen- 
erally to the background of 
the project, and by Wednes- 
day morning he had pre- 
sented a total of 53 docu: 
ments as evidence. 

Counsel to the investiga- 
tion, Mr. Lloyd —Luck- 
hoo said, “we are presenting 


Start of Hearings 


English 28 Jan 87 p 1 


these documents to show 
the series of events detailing 
the state of the runway 
which necessitated the re- 
habilitation, the offers of the 
companies to carry out the 
work, the advise of the ex- 


perts, 


the decisions of 


Cabinet related to the project 
and attempts to secure the 


loans.** 


He added that Cabinet Mi- 
‘nutes are also being pre- 
sented as evidence. “No part 
of the investigation has been 
held behind closed doors, 
everything is being done in 
the open,” he stated. 

Arrangements have also 
been made for members of 
the public to submit evi- 
dence or documents to the 


investigation. 


“Persons in possession of 
information which they feel 
is relevant to the investiga- 
tion can arrange to submit 
the evidence eithier in writ- 
ing or verbally,” he noted. 

The first sessions of the 
investigation were well at- 
tended as the proceedings 
wade through the mountain 
of documents, but by mid- 
week public interest ap- 
peared to be on the wane. 

On the question of why an 
investigation is taking place 
as opposed to a public in- 
quiry, one government offi- 


De Nedde Remarks 


St Johns HERALD in English 28 Jan 87 ppl, 2 


[Text ] 


Mr. Patrick 
Sabouret de Nedde, 
who along with Public 
Works Minister, Vere 
Bird Jr. is at the centre 
of the Airport con- 


troversy, says he is wil- 
ing to testify before the 
judge investigating the 
airport project. 

“In fact,” Mr. de Nedde 
told the HERALD, “Sir Ar- 
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cial explained that a public 
inquiry is an admission of 
guilt, while the investigation 
seeks to establish whether 
or not there's enough evi- 
dence to warrant prosecu- 
tion. He explained that if the 
investigation uncovers evi- 
dence of wrong-doing, the 
“appropriate action” will be 
taken. This can be _ inter- 
preted as meaning that the 
Director of Public Prosecu- 
tion will be notified in such 
eventuality. 


While no one can be sub- 
poenaed to give evidence, 
the official noted that Prime 
Minister Vere Bird has is- 
sued a directive for all mem- 
bers of the government and 
the Civil Service to co-oper- 
ate fully with the investiga- 
tion. 


A number of top govern- 
ment officcials including 
Cabinet Secretatry, Lounel 
Stevens and Financial Sec- 
retary, Keith Hurst, are ex- 
pected to be called to give 
evidence. Mr. Patrick de 
Nedde, who along with 
Minister Vere Bird Jr., is at 
the centre of the con- 
troversy, says he wants to 
testify. Minister Vere Bird Jr. 
is also expected to appear: 





chibald Nedd has indi- 
cated that he wants me to 
testify before the investi- 
gation and I| have already 
consented to appear. *’ 

Mr. de Nedde, who 
spoke falteringly in En- 
glish, said his only condition 
would be to have an in- 
terpreter, “so that |am not 
misquoted. ” 

Mr. de Nedde spoke 
with the HERALD this 
week at the Antigua 
Beach Hotel, which is 
owned by his company, 
Maryna Ltd. 

During the interview 
lasting for about an hour, 
Mr. de Nedde explained 
that at no time did he con- 
template dodging the offi- 
cial investigation into the 
rehabilitation of the Air- 
port Runway, which has 
been shrouded with a 
cloud of controversy al- 
leging among other 
things an inflated price 
tag and mis-appropriated 
funds. 

According to Mr. de 
Nedde, (and this he sup- 
ported with documenta- 
tion) his company, 
Maryna Ltd., was con- 
tracted by the Antigua 
and Barbuda government 
to supervise the rehabili- 
‘tation project; to include 
technical Supervision, 
obtaining insurance, 
control of payment in- 
voices and payments on 
behalf of the government 
covering such things as 
legal fees, travel ex- 
penses, experts fees and 
execution of the financial 
arrangements. 

He said his company 
acted as co-ordinator of 
the project, making con- 
tacts between the French 
banks, French authorities 
and the local govern- 
ment. 


He denied any involve- 
ment with Building 
Finishing System, the 
French company _ein- 
volved in the rehabilitation 
work. “I'm not a share 
holder of BFS, neither am 
I connected in anyway 


-with the company,” he 


stated. 

de Nedde explained 
that BFS submitted ten- 
ders for the project, but 
that they were first told 
that they were too small 
to carry out the size of the 
work involved. However, 
BFS was advised to join 
with Chantier Modernes 
as co-contractor for the 
project. “When BFS later 
encountered _financiaf 
problems, Motor joined’ 
Chantiers NModernes to 
complete the job with the 
agreement of the French 
authorities, the French 
banks and the Antigua 
and Barbuda Govern- 
ment. 

He explained that two 
payment procedures were 
put in place to meet the 
project obligations. First, 
a team of reputable en- 
gineers had to verify that 
the work was carried out 
according to specifica- 
tion. When this was as- 
sured, vouchers were pre- 
pared and signed by Perma- 
nent Secretary for Avia- 
tion, Mr. Lounel Stevens, 
Financial Secretary, Keith 
Hurst, Head of, Treasury 
Department. _ Ludolph 
Browne, and de Nedde. 
The Treasury Department 
then sends the vouchers 
to the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, which pays the 
money directly on the ac- 
count of Chantier Mod- 
emes and Motor. A simi- 
lar procedure was fol- 
lowed for payment to be 
made to the contracting 
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firms’ account at Credit 
Lyonnaire in France. 

Mr. de Nedde also pro- 
duced documents detail- 
ing local payments for 
legal fees, engineering, 
insurance and contract 
work. He admitted that no 
payments have been 
made to local engineers, 
although these payments 
were budgetted for. Three 
local firms have submit- 
ted bills for what they 
term “inspection of the 
airport work", but de 
Nedde says he has re- 
fused to pay “because 
they are billing us for 
work they did not do.” 

The French business- 
men repeatedly denied 
any wrong-doing  as- 
sociated with the pro- 
jects. He said that the re- 
ports compiled by the 
U.S. F.A.A. and the inter- 
national Civil Aviation Or- 
ganization have ex- 
onerated both himself 
and Minister Vere Bird of 
any “rip-off”. 

He explained that con- 
trary to suggestions in the 
Outlet Newspaper, his 
company, Maryna_ Ltd., 
was registered in Panama 
in 1976 and has been re- 
gistered in Antigua since 
July 1983. He also dismis- 
sed as untrue Outlet’s im- 
plications that money for 
the Airport Runway Re- 
habilitaion was diverted 
to purchase the Antigua 
Beach Hotel. 

“I'm presently heavily 
overdraft at Swiss Ame- 
rican Bank (Antigua) Ltd. 
for the purchase of the 
hotel,” he declared. He 
then produced a letter 
signed earlier this month 
by Manager of the bank, 
Mr. Alister Abbott, ex 
tending overdraft facility 
to Maryna to carry out ex- 








tensive repair work on the 
hotel. 

“I have other docu- 
ments which | am pre- 


pared to produce to the: 


judge when | appear be- 
fore the investigation. | 
have travelled frequently, 
but these trips must never 
be misconsirued as an at- 
tempt to flee from the in. 
vestigation,” he said. 

He also noted that a 
French court found the 
Magazine, Le Figaro, 
guilty of libel following 
the publication of an arti- 
cle implicating de Nedde 
and a French official of 


wrony-doing in the Anti- 


gua airport project. He 
also said that the French 
Minister of Justice pub- 
lished a report noting that 
there are no charges 
against de Nedde or have 
there been any convic- 
tions against him involv- 
ing financial mis- 
behaviour. 

This paper welcomes 
de Nedde's willingness to 
appear before the inquiry 
since his testimony is cri- 
tical to the success of the 
investigation into 
whether or not there were 
any wrong-doing in the 
airport rehabilitation pro- 
ject. 


More OUTLET Details 


St Johns OUTLET in English 30 Jan 87 pp 1, 2-3 


[Text] 


Prime Minister Bird has continued against 
all reason and all IMPARTIAL EXPERT 
evidence to defend his son Vere Bird 
jr in the V.C. Bird International Airport 
scandal. 


The scandal involves the expenditure 
of some US. 11.5 million dollars to 
re-surface the V.C. Bird International 
airport, an amount that has been refuted 


by reputable International Engineering 
firms and by _ International Aviation 
authorities. 


In spite of this Prime Minister Vere 
Cornwall Bird, and his eldest son Minister 
Vere Bird jr have decided to stonewall 
and defy all irresistibie and compelling 
evidence of wrong- doing and rip-off 
in the resurfacing of the V.C. Bird Inter 
national! Airport. 


The facts are clear. Firstly. "In 1972 
the runway, at what was then called 
Coolidge airport was extended 446 
metres or 1456 ft towards the west 


end and providing 30 cm or {42 inch 
thick portland cement concrete to arrive 


at the present length of 2,740m or 9000 
ft". 


Prime Minister Bird and his Cabinet 
will recognise the above quotation as 


coming from the International Civil 
Aviation organisation (ICAO) Report, 
prepared by these Aviation experts 


between the 12-17 November 1986 
and which is in the possession of the 
Bird government. 


Prime Minister Bird, and eldest son 
Vere Bird, Minister responsible for 
the loan and for the re-surfacing of 
the V.C. Bird International airport, 
would also recognise that the 1972 
extension of the Runway under the 
PLM government was done by local 
Engineers at one tenth of the cost 
of the 1986 rehabilitation. 


BOGUS MOBILISATION 


Point Number 2. Again we rely on another 
official Report in the possession of 


21 





the Bird regime and supplied to us by 
a friendly government which is amazed 
and shocked that the Bird government 
so blatantly refuses to recognise official 
wrong-doing. 


The ICAO Report states at page 6 the 
following: "Les Chantiers Modernes 
and Moter commenced Mobilization 
of site, equipment and material on 
15 April 1986, this work was completed 
by the end of May 1986." 


For this Mobilization, lasting 6 weeks, 


the French companies were paid the 
huge sum of U.S. 3 million 300 thousand 
dollars or 30% of the total loan funds! 


Mr Al Wason, an Engineer in whom 
Prime Minister Bird and his Cabinet 
put the greatest confidence in_ this 
airport deal in his Report of 29 June 
1985 stated very clearly that the mobili- 
zation fee was grossly excessive with 
normal international charges for Mobiliza- 
tion never exceeding 15% and usually 
10% or less on such large amounts as 
US 11 million dollars. 30% was grossly 
excessive. 


In the face of this clear evidence of 
wrong-doing Prime Minister Verev Corn- 
wall Bird and his eldest son Vere Cornwall 
Bird has still persisted in stonewalling 
it, disregarding all evidence of wrong-do7v 
ing and Vere Bird has persisted with 
his innocuous statement "my hands 
are clean". 


VERE BIRD 'HANGS' HIMSELF 


Point number 3 and this is the most 
crucial point. Again a quotation from 
the International Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion (ICAO) Report of 17 November, 
1986. 


"The asphalt resurfacing operation 
commenced on 7th July 1986; it was 
completed by 12 September 1986". 


In a period of 36 days Vere Bird jr claims 
a sum of 7 million 750 thousand dollars 


was spent on the resurfacing of he V.C. 
Bird International airport! A rate of 
more than half a million E.C. per day! 


We come now tto another clear and 
telling point. 


ACLM political leader Jim Hector, 
speaking at the massive and momentous 
ACLM public meeting at George Weston 
Square last Thursday 22 January 1987 
for the first time produced evidence 
given by Vere Bird himself to a friendl 
newspaper - The Herald - of which 
Vere Bird himself is a shareholder and 
actively involved in the management. 
It is known that Vere Bird jr, read the 
Herald's story to verify the facts as 
given by him before it was printed and 
published. 


Vere Bird jr stated in the Herald of 
October 22, 1986, in a full front page 
statement approved by him "that the 
French Firm was given the nod mainly 
because it offered to carry out engineer- 
ing work, re-surface the runway with 
a 6 inch thick asphaltic overlay". 


It will be noted that this appeared in 
October 22, 1986 more than a month 
after the re-surfacing was completed 
on 12 September 1986. 


FACTS AND FIGURES 


ACLM Chairman Tim Hector in a speech 
that had received wide acclaim from 
government and opposition supporters 
alike told the crowd that "they must 
hold fast and always remember the 
figure 6 inch overlay." 


He then proceeded to point out that 
the World Bank figure for resurfacing 
the V.C. Bird International airport was 
US$750,000 for 4 inch overlay. 


To be fair, Vere Bird jr himself, hotly 
refuted this US$750,000 figure as being 


"outrageous". 


Vere Bird would hang himself, though 
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in a noose of his own: making. Vere 
Bird pointed out in his front page state- 
ment there were three Engineering 
firms which submitted "hids" for the 
re-surfacing job and gave the following 
facts to refute the World Bank estimate 
of US$750,000 for 4 inch thick overlay. 


Vere Bird said in his exclusive front 
page statement in The Herald of 22 
October 1986. 


"Meridien Engineering submitted a 
bid of US$1.7 million for 2 inch thick- 
ness". Then Vere Bird jr pointed out 
that another bid for the resurfacing 
of the V.C. Bird International airport 
came from "Virgin Islands Pavin Inc 
at US$1.2 million for 2 inch thickness". 
Not content with these two "bids" Vere 
Bird jr added a third from "Smid and 
Holland for U.S.$1.3 million with 2 
inch thickness". 


It is evident that all major international 
companies bidding on the re-surfacing 
of the V.C. Bird International Airport, 
with a 2 inch thickness overlay all sub- 
mitted profitable bids for under US$1.75 
million.” To be generous, for under US2 
million dollars. 


DOCUMENTARY PROOF 


Now comes the gravamen of the matter. 
The Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) 
Report shoots down the French Company 
that did the work, Le Chantiers Modernes, 
exposes Vere Bird jr and his father 
Prime Minister Vere Bird «- Liars and 
frauds. And on top of that repudiates 
and denounces Maryna Vere Bird's Com- 
pany, which did the inspection work 
as a pack of frauds. Frauds from beginning 
to end. 


Here we have to quote the FAA Report, 
and wish to state that this came from 
a .friendly government. The _ Report, 
in no uncertain terms indicts Vere Bird 
jr, his Company Maryna and the French 
Engineering companies as frauds.. 


Says the authoritative and definitive 
FAA Report, at page 4 


"In the preliminary design report Building 
Finishing System, Le Chantiers Modernes 
and Moter stated that a 3" (three inches) 
minimum pavement overlay thickness 
[would be requisite] but the average 
overlay thickness will in fact be 4° 
(4 inches) which adds an additional 
margin for safety." 


Did the French company do what it 
said it would do, that is provide a 4 
inch asphaltic overlay? And if not did 
Vere Bird's Company Maryna acting 
for and on behalf of the Bird government 
approve this fraud? a 


The Federal Aviation Authority FAA 
leaves no doubt in any one's mind that 
a great fraud was perpetrated on the 
people of Antigua. 

4 
The FAA properly lays its foundation 
for its conclusion at page 6 6f the Report 
thus: 


"The design cross sections in the "Detail 
Design" package were analysed to deter- 
mine if the design concept was followed". 
Then comes the’ key condemnation of 
the FAA Report. 


"Even though the design was based 
on a minimum 3" [three inches) overlay 
there were MANY of the cross sections 
which were 2.75" [two and three quarter 
inches] Some which were 2" [two inches] 
and some which were as low as 1.5" 
[one and half inches]" 


So the Company agreed on a 4 -inch 
overlay, then based its design on a 3 
inch overlay, and then actually produced 
2.75 inches, in many instances 2 inches 
and in other instance "as low as 1.5 
inches". The fraud and rip-off is blatant. 


It is obvious thatethe French contracting 
Company only applied an average. 2 
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inch overlay, on the airport resurfacing 
job, while it contracted for a four inch 
overlay and WAS PAID FOR FOUR 
INCHES. 


The highest bid for a 2 inch asphaltic 
overlay, according to Vere Bird himself, 
by an international firm was  US1.7 
million dollars. The people of Antigua 
are required to repay US7 million 750 
thousand dollars for what should have 
cost no more than US1.7 million dollars. 


MINISTER VERE BIRD AND THE 
FRENCH COMPANIES OWES THE 
PEOPLE OF ANTIGUA US6_ million 
and 50 thousand dollars. THE RIP-OFF 
IS PATENT AND BLATANT. 


First Vere Bird pulls a fraud to justify 
the inflated US7 million bid by his French 
cypnies and said they were given "the 
nod", in that they proposed "6 inches 
overlay". .(incidentally no airport. in 
the world has a 6 inch overlay thickness. 
None!) Recognising that all other compa- 
nies bid under US 2 million for 2 inch 
overlay thickness Vere Bird publicly 
tried to justify his fraudulent French 
cronies, by claiming they would provide 
6 inches. He told the public this, to 
justify the fraud, it will be remembered, 
one month after this re-surfacing work 
was completed. He had to know better 
at the time. The lie was deliberate. - 
EXPERTS CONDEMN MARYNA 


We proceed. Vere Bird jr defied a Cabinet 
decision to have a "local consortium 
of engineers" ‘appointed to supervise, 
verify and inspect the work. Instead 
he appointed his own company Maryna 
- staffed by Frenchmen - to be the 
resident inspectors. 


The F.A.A. Report openly condemns 
Vere Bird's Company Maryna, staffed 
by Frenchmen, which Vere Bird jr himself 
appointed to do the job of resident 
inspectors, contrary to Engineer Al 
Wason's advice, and contrary to the 


Cabinet decision to appoint a_ local 
consortium of engineers. 


The F.A.A. Report indicts and condemns 
Vere Bird's Company serving as resident 
inspector as a complete fraud, engaging 
in fraudulent practice at the expense 
and at the great loss of the people of 


Antigua. 


Said the F.A.A. Report again at page 
6 (we quote page, and chapter and verse 
so to speak, so that the Bird government 
cannot refute a single word.) 


Said the F.A.A. Report about Vere 
Bird's Company Maryna’s Reports as 
resident inspectors "In the resident 
inspectors Reports he referred to 7 
cm or 2.75" in several locations implying 
that this is in conformity with the re- 
quirements". It was not in conformity 
with the requirements. The Resident 
Inspector Reports supplied by Vere 
Bird's company Maryna were therefore 
fraudulent from beginning to end. 


Nor is this the only condemnation of 
Vere Bird's company Maryna Ltd. 


Says the F.A.A. Report on Page 5 "The 
Resident inspector on the project was 
furnished by Maryna Ltd a firm which 
was retained by the Antigua government. 
His [Maryna's Engineer] primary responsi- 
bility for the project was to provide 
technical supervision of the work and 
to control the payment invoices. He 
was NOT on site daily during the ENTIRE 
construction period. He prepared sketchy 
summary of the construction activity". 


In plain terms, Maryna did not do what 
was required of an inspector, but per- 
formed its job, as given by Vere Bird 
jr namely, ‘to justify the rip-off of funds 
for which it was handsomely paid US- 
$675,000. 


DEMONSTRATION ONLY SOLUTION 


For Prime Minister Bird or Vere Bird 
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Bird, or worse the Bird government 
to continue to deny these documented 
facts is clear evidence that the Bird 
regime intends to let the culprits get 
away with and cover-up this massive 
rip-off. 


Worse, the stonewalling by the Bird 
regime and its persistence with its 
denials indicates that it intends to 


brazenly continue with its corruption, 
caring not a jot about public opinion 
or that the public will have to repay 
these huge rip offs which “fatten" the 
ruling family. 


The current’ investigation CANNOT 
uncover what the FAA experts discovered 
and documented and what is already 
known. The fact that the promised 
Public Inquiry was hastily change to 
an Investigation, the fact that all the 


relevant facts pertinent to fraud and 
rip-off have already been documented 
by ICAO and FAA experts; with the 
greatest respect to the eminent jurist 
Sir Archibald Nedd, the only reasonable 
conclusion is that the Investigation 
is not just a waste of tax-payers money, 
but a further effort to cover-up the 
already expertly documented fraud. 


ACLM political leader Tim Hector 
therefore called on the public and. all 
political, Civil, Community Youth and 
Church organisations to join a National 
Demonstration against this blatant 
rip-off and the Bird regime's defiance 
and disregard of .documented facts, 
in official reports, compiled by the 
mosst qualified Aviation experts. 


The March is on! It is the only corrective. 


UNDP Attack on Inquiry 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Feb 87 p 16 


[Text] 


ST JOHN'S, Sunday (CANA) — A placard- 
bearing crowd which the police estimated at 
750 demonstrated ae the streets of St 
John’s on Saturday as the opposition United 
National Democratic Party (UNDP) continued 
pressing for the resignation of ex-Aviation 
Minister, Vere Bird jr, and a full public inqui- 
ry into how $11.1 million (US) was spent to 
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resurface Antigua’s international airport. 

At the end of the 45 minute long march, a three 
man UNDP delegation headed by party leader, Dr 
Ivor Heath, presented a petition to Governor-Gener- 
al, Sir Wilfred Jacobs. 


’ 
» 


hy 
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lhe petition denounced the inquiry — triggered 


allegations of airport funds being misappro- 
‘priated — now ing 
conducted by former 


Grenada CHief Justice 
Sir Archibald Nedd as a 
farce, saying the com- 
missioner had no power 
to subpoena witnesses 
and -that evidence given 
would not be on oath. 

It also called on Sir 
Wilfred to use his influ- 
ence and or powers “to 
effect the resignation of 
Vere Bird jr, the man at 
the centre of controversy 
over the airport im- 
provement ptograrmme,’: 
petiding a full public in- 

| quiry under the Commis- 
sion of Inquiry Act. 








ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


ATLU SPEAKER, RESOLUTION RAP GOVERNMENT, URGE ACTION 


President's Address 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 21 Jan 87 > 3, 2,8 


[Address by Senator William Robinson, president of the Antigua Trades & Labour 
Union, at the 48th Founders Day Thanksgiving Service at Emancipation House, 


Sunday, 18 January 1987] 


[Text] 


Right Honourable Prime Minister, Honourable 
Ministers, other Honourable members of the 
House of Representatives and of the Senate, Dis- 
tinguished Guests, Comrades and Friends: 

On behalf of the Executive and on my behalf, | 
extend a warm and cordial welcome to each and 
everyone in attendance at this ceremohy Com- 
memorating the 48th Anniversary of the founding 
of the Antigua Trades and Labour Union. It is 
always my fervent wish on such occasions that 
the new year will bring happy and beneficial ex- 
periences in your personal lives and such again is 
my fervent wish for all of you today. 

Beyond that, | also fervently hope and pray 
that the unity and solidarity which have hitherto 
characterised this great Labour Movement of ours 
embracing the Antigua Trades and Labour Union 
and the Antigua Labour Party, will endure as well 
as intensify; for as our motto so truely pro- 
claims: “The Unity of Labour is the Salvation of 
our Country”. 

Comrades and Friends, it is especially impor- 
tant that we should bear this point constantly in 
mind at the present time when some of us may 
feel inclined to believe that our personal stature 
is so high and indestructible that we need not 
show any pressing concern about unity and 
solidarity as a means of sustaining that great 
stature of ours. But let us not forget, dear Com- 
— that “United we Stand and Divided we 

all’. 

| need not say more on this point but to 
assure the is Honourable Prime Minister of 
our full confidence in his leadership of the 
Antigua Labour Party. 


| think | speak truely for the entire member- 
ship of the AT&LU in saying that the recent re- 
shuffle of ive Cabinet which he has instituted is 
an exercise of his prerogative as the Head of 
Government which we fully endorse and respect. 

Comrades, permit me now to explain to this 
faithful gathering what are some of the major 
goals we objectives of the Antigua Trades and 
Labour Union for the ensuing year. 

Many of you will know that the Labour Code 

rescribes that severance pay shall be on the 
bests of 1 day per month for service in excess of 
one year. This has been the unchanged legal 
minimum severance pay entitled since the en- 
actment of the Labour Code in 1975. The Union 
feels that after ten years the time has surely come 
for an improvement in this and other minimum 
benefits prescribed by the Labour Code. 

Instead of the present one day pay per month 
entitlement, the Union feel that the statutory 
severance pay minimum should be increased to 
one-and-a-half days a month after one year’s 
service and up to five years; and it should be 
further increased to two days per month for each 
subsequent year of service worked. 

We shall not only press for this desired im- 
provement in the minimum provisions for sever- 
ance pay under the Labour Code,-but we shall 
also press for amendments to the Code to give 
effect to the principle of termination pay or 
benefit in cases of voluntary termination by 
employees in good standing especially those who 
have served their employers of long , and well. 
It is not necessary for me at this time to recite 
for your information examples of the many cases 
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inequitable and unjust treatment experienced by 
many employees - who have voluntarily terminated 
their jobs and who have had to depart without 
receiving payment of accumulated benefits for 
their years of faithful service. Our Union has 
been greatly perplexed by the apparent reluc- 
tance of the Government inspite of persistent 
requests to introduce legislative measures that 
would give practical effect to this principle and 
bring equitable relief to voluntarily terminated 
workers, many of who are among the staunch- 
est supporters of the Antigua Labour Party. 

We hope that in 1987 the Government will 
summon the courage to remedy this inequity to 
which many workers have been subjected. 

The Union is also calling upon the Govern- 
ment to improve the prevailing Minimum Wages 
structure which has not changed since its intro- 
duction ten years ago with the advent cf the 
Labour Code. Inflation and the rising cost of 
living have severely eroded the purchasing power 
of these minimum wages and a compensating 
adjustment in the prevailing rates is really long 
overdue. We therefore call upon the Government 
at this time to take appropriate regulatory action 
to bring this adjustment about. : 

Comrades, the Union has previously acknow- 
ledged the enlightened action of Government, 
two years ago, in increasing the one time Nego- 
tiation Fee from its original low level of $6.00 
for the life of the related Collective Bargaining 
Contract to the existing sum of $50.00. Yet, 
even though much more realistic compared with 
the previous fee of $6.00 it is grossiy inadequate 
and serves only to give an incentive to workers 
who are so inclined to enjoy trade union negotia- 
ted benefits on the cheap. 

Workers who pay Union dues both male and 
female contribute individually in excess of 
$50.00 by way of union dues each year. 

Yet the Government persists with an arrange- 
ment which gives to a non-union worker the full 
benefits of the collective bargaining contract 
while requiring such non-union worker to pay 
by way of a negotiating fee less than a third of 
the dues paid by the union member who makes 
cn negotiated benefits possible in the first 
place. 

The existence of the Negotiating Fee at its 
current level has had a serious limiting impact on 
the growth of the membership of the trade union. 
We think it is time that Government recognises 
this:and take immediate steps to convert the 
current one-time negotiation fee of $50.00 for 
the life of the Collective Bargaining contract 
into an annual fee payable for enjoyment of the 
benefits of the collective Bargaining Contract. 
Until this is done, it will remain a sad but indis- 
putable fact the Government will have perpe- 
tuated through the prevailing negotiating fees a 
legislative device which, although not so intended, 
is actually working to the detrement of the 
Antigua Trades and Labour Union and those of 


its members who form the bedrock of the Anti- 
gua Labour Party electoral support. re 

Comrades, in furtherance of the objects of the 
Union, we shall also strongly urge the Govern- 
ment to enact legislation which has been pre- 
viously contemplated in the area of Company 
law to ensure that in cases where an employer 
has been declared bankrupt the wages of workers 
are protected and given priority for settlement 
over other competing claims. This will be one of 
our major goals for 1987 and we hope that the 
Government will demonstrate its understanding 
and sympathetic concern in this regard and give 
effect to this needed change in our legislative 
arrangements. 

Looking back on the industrial scene over the 
past year, | am happy to report that a generally 
favourable climate has prevailed and that worth- 
while advances have been achieved by the Union 
on behalf of its members. Improvements in pen- 
sion and workmen's compensation already 
disclosed are noteworthy examples in this res- 

ect. 

. The Union is also generally satisfied with the 
current functioning of the Industrial Court and 
the workings of Concillation Machinery of the 
Labour Department. 

Another favourable feature contributing to 
the stability of the prevailing industrial climate 
is the healthy relationship which currently exists 
between the Union and the Antigua Employers 
Federation and its membera firms with which 
the AT&LU has bargaining agencies or other 
recognition rights. In this respect | am happy to 
disclose that as regards developments in the 
sister island of Barbuda, although a pending 
dispute with Coco Point Hotel now awaits the 
adjudication of the Industrial Court, relations 
between the workers and the Company have 
almost been normalised and the Union hopes to 
resume negotiations with the management 
shortly. 

Here in Antigua we have the pleasure in being 
able to report that several new collective bar- 
gaining agreements have been completed by the 
AT&LU in the past year; and several others 
which have advanced during the course of this 
year. In several cases, also, the Union's efforts 
in organising workers in particular establishments 
have resulted in the establishment of new bar- 
gaining agencies in favour of the AT&LU. 

Our officers have all exerted themselves faith- 
fully and diligently towards the betterment of 
terms and conditions of the workers represented 
by the Union and we thank them for their devo- 
tion and loyalty in the service of the AT&LU and 
the working people of this country. 

Comrades and Friends, were | to recite in 
specific detail the several accomplishments of the 
Union in the year just passed to which | referred, 
my address would be unduly long. | wish to avoid 
being lengthy on this commemorative occasion 
for | think it sufficient to advise you of our goals 
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and aspirations for the ensuring year, the expec- 
tations which we have for the legislative support 
of the Government as a means of accomplishing 
Our goals, and the general level of advancement 
that we have made in the past year and will strive 
to build upon in the months ahead of us. 

Let me then close with a call for unity and 
solidarity within the ranks of the Labour Move- 
ment so that, together, the AT&LU and the 
Antigua Labour Party can move forward in unity 
and strength to heighten the prosperity of our 
country and our people, while making Antigua 
and Barbuda a model of social progress and 
economic stability in the process for the rest of 
aig Pie et to emulate. 

ay God's richest blessing attend us all 
throughout this 48th year in the history and life 
of the AT&LU and the Antigua Labour Move- 


ment. 
|! THAN YOU. 


Resolution Addressed to Bird 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 24 Jan 87 pp 1, 8 


{Text ] 


The Rt. Hon. 

Prime Minister, 

Prime Minister's Office 
Antigua. 


Dear Sir, 


At an extra-ordinary 
meeting called by the 
Executive Committee 
of the Antigua Trades 
and Labour Union at 
Emancipation House 
on Monday 19th Jan- 
uary, 1987, the follow- 
ing topics were dis 
cussed : 

(1) the present poli- 
tical situation in the 
country today and the 
way in which it affects 
the Union in its indus- 


trial relations with 
both workers and em- 
ployers. 


(2) and the ATL.U’s 
affiliation with the An- 
tigua_ Labour Party. 
From the discussions 
on these topics by 
members of the Exe- 
cutive, (where eighteen 
of the twenty mem- 
bers were present) it 
was decided that the 
following resolution 


should be sent to you 
as Political Leader of the 
A.L.P. and Prime Min- 
ister of the country. 


(1) Whereas there 
appears to be consis- 
tent leaking of Cabinet 
decisions to opposition 
parties and others, and 
whereas the entire 
population of Antigua 
and Barbuda is less 
than eighty thousand 
persons. 

Be it resolved that 
you should immediate- 
ly implement a plan to 
reduce your Ministers 
and re-structure their 
Ministries (there is pre- 
sently sixteen junior 
and senior Ministers) 
for more efficient 
managing of the.coun- 
try’s affairs. 

(2) Whereas the 
AT&LU is the Indus- 
trial Arm of the ALP 
and as such should be 
involved in discussions 
of all legislation affect- 
ing the working class 
before it is sent to 
Parliament, and where- 
as this is not done - 


Be it resolved that 
as from now, any in- 
tended legislation 
which would affect the 
working class, should 
be discussed with the 
Executive Committee 
of the AT&LU before 
being presented to Par- 
liament. 

(3) Whereas your 
public statement giving 
members of your Cabi- 
net the green light to 
set themselves up in 
business is having an 
adverse effect on the 
Union in the process 
of conducting indus- 
trial relations in the 
country, and whereas 


it affects negatively 
also. the established 
and legitimate _ busi- 


nesses, where our 
members are employed 
and has also led to 
charges of corruption 
levelled at your. Minis- 
ters by opposition 
parties - 

Be it resolved that 
an integrity Bill or a 
Code of Ethics govern- 
ing the conduct of 
your Ministers, be 
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immediately intro-, 
duced in Parliament 
and made !aw. 7 

(4) Whereas the vast 
majority of our Na- 
tionals living in the 
U.K. have never seen 
nor do not know Ron 
Sanders, and he is of 
no service to them, 
neither is he known 
nor accepted locally 
except by a few poll- 
ticians and ‘Hangers 
on’, and whereas he 
has -difficulty in ad- 
justing to the lifestyie 
of Afro Antiguans and 
Barbudans. 

Be it resolved that 
he be relieved of his 
duties as the represen- 
tative of Antigua and 
Barbuda in the U.K. 

(5) Whereas’ the 
membership of the 
AT&LU and the en- 
tire country has ex- 
pressed its shock and 
shame at the disgrace- 
ful behaviour  exhi- 
bited by members of 


- Cabinet recently 
both in  and_ out 
of Cabinet Cham- 
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bers, and since this 
type of behaviour 
seems to occupy most 


of the time for Cabinet 
meetings, and there- 
fore there is no time 
left for members to 
look after the peoples 
business, and whereas 
the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Union has 
become very concern- 
ed over these events - 

Be it resolved that 
the Union expects 
better conduct from 
the Representatives of 
the people, and de- 
mand that the un- 
necessary bickering 


ceases forthwith, and 
that members _ get 
along with the business 
of the people. If this 
type of behaviour per- 
sists, then the Union 
would be left with no 
other alternative but to re- 
view its affiliation with 
the Party and to de- 
mand a say in the elec- 
tion of Candidates to 
contest the next and 
any subsequent Gen- 
eral Elections. 


Yours respectfully, 
SEN. R.A. BASCUS 
General Secretary 
A.T.&.L.U. 
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ARGENTINA 


UCR VICTORY IN CORDOBA LINKED TO PERONIST DISUNITY 


Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 17 Dec 86 p 21 


[Text] There were not many more than 10 boys who had climbed on the pickup 
truck. They were going down Colon Avenue shouting at the top of their Lungs: 
"Forward Radicals, Forward Always...," but without any response...The truth 

of the matter is that despite the fact that by mid-evening the election favored 
the UCR, the street was in the hands of euphoric Renovador Peronistas. 


From the very moment when elections for constituent delegates were convened, 
officialdom went on the assumption of the near certainty of gaining a comfort- 
able victory. Viewed from any angle, the Cordoba wing of Radicalism seems to 
be one of the strongest internal wings, a situation that is reaffirmed by some 
independentist endeavors on the part of its leaders that--it was supposed-- 
should help in any election to distance them from any numeric erosion caused 
by a possible reversal in the consensus of the national government. The 
domestic situation is quite favorable to the Radicals: the government of 
Angeloz managed the province in a context of noteworthy social peace, governs 
with an appreciable possibility of inter-sector dialogue, and there is not 
very severe criticism regarding the administrative aspect. 


Peronismo Divided 


To attest to that optimistic panorama from the Radical point of view, the 
situation of the main opposition force--Peronismo--was also evaluated. The 
division between Renovadores and Ortodoxos assumed extreme proportions here. 
After the comptrollership of Alberto Seru Garcia (a Mendoza leader who had 
participated in a serious schismatic attempt while Peron was still alive) had 
refused to call internal elections, the Renovador leader, Jose Manuel de la 
Sota, followed the course that Antonio Cafiero had taken in Buenos Aires: 

he took refuge in the Christian Democratic label to give battle on his own. 
Official Justicialism, which has the veteran Raul Bercovich Rodriguez as its 
supreme leader in Cordoba, maintained the use of the party label with union 
support. It was deduced that the Peronista disarray facilitated the possibil- 
ities of the UCR. 


When the preliminary figures became known at 11 pm on that same Sunday night, 


there were many worried faces. The UCR had obtained 613,934 votes (somewhat 
more than 43 percent), soundly defeating the Renovador-PDC alliance, which 
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had accumulated 357,293 votes (29 percent) and the P.J., with 255,196 
(15 percent); further back were the Liberals of the Democratic Center union, 
with 54,189 votes. 


It was not necessary to draw out the analysis to obtain resounding conclusions: 


The UCR will not have a majority of its own in the Constituent Assembly (only 
36 of the 76 seats at stake), which can endanger the proposed reform that 
would permit the reelection of Angeloz; 


The Radical percentage, of 52.37 percent in 1985, dropped almost 10 points: 


The total votes of divided Peronism--there is no reason not to consider them 
added together in political terms, inasmuch as the split is due to internal 
methodological discussions--in practice equal the Radical total and rose 
another 10 points; 


The fears of officialdom are now based on the suspicion that the Cordoba 
results (added to those of a few days ago in San Luis) could “mark a trend" 
of loss of votes. 


Events also precipitated themselves within Peronism; Renovador demonstrators 

occupied the party's official headquarters. Comptroller Seru Garcia resigned 
that same night and it is said that the postponed internal elections will be 

held in March. 


On Monday, an old member summarized the situation as follows: "Yesterday we 
understood a truism: if we ever want to win, first we must unite." 


8711/12851 
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ARGENTINA 


EDUCATION MINISTER RAJNERI VIEWS PARTY'S TRANSFORMATION 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 17 Dec 86 pp 40-43 
[Interview with Education Minister Julio Ragneri; date and place not given] 


[Text] [Question] Honestly, did you deliver the famous memorandum criticizing 
Foreign Minister Caputo to Alfonsin? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, in Argentina denials are worthless. Nobody believes 
them. But whenever anybody asks me about it, I deny it again. There was no 

memorandum. What is true is that within the government we talked about that, 
as well as other subjects. With the story of the memorandum, the subject 

was blown out of proportion and blurred the real intent. 


[Question] Experience shows that behind every story there is a kernel of 
truth, which is what makes it credible. Can it be that what is attributed to 
you may reflect some opinion of yours that has slipped out in another context? 


[Answer] It may reflect some opinion of mine but it does not do so in a proper 
manner. The manner of handling these types of matters presupposes reciprocal 
influences and the shuffling of arguments and ideas that end in a given 
solution. Sometimes we start from different propositions, which are reconciled 
through analysis. 


[Question] Is it normal for the ministers to express opinions in the cabinet 
about areas that are not their own? 


[Answer] When it concerns important subjects, yes. 


[Question] Which area in this government do you like most in terms of the 
way it is operating? 


[Answer] It is not that I may like it the most but I believe that the key to 
Argentina's future lies in Economy. There is no doubt that the final victory 
of a government depends basically on the economic decisions it adopts. That 

is doubly valid in the case of Argentina, where the strengthening of the 
economic system is an indispensable part of the strengthening of the democratic 
system. If democracy does not demonstrate its capacity to generate growth, 
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some time later it would not be just the effectiveness of the economy that 
would be questioned but also that of the political system. 


[Question] What has happened to the Radicals with their old economic 
theories? What made them change? 


[Answer] It is true, the government is giving indications of a very important 
change, which has to be viewed from a slightly historic perspective. 

Radicalism is a party that has centered much of its rhetoric on equality. But, 
when applied to the government and the economy, that requires some very 
important adaptations, modifications. Without losing its ethical content or 
the objective of equality, contact with the government demands that priority 
be given to productivity. Radicalism is undergoing an evolution much like 

that of the European Socialists, of Spain, France, Italy... 


[Question] Would it not be the same "attack of realism" that Frondizi had in 
1958? 


[Answer] No...that was more traumatic, a very abrupt change. I believe, 
rather, that the most correct comparison is with the recent evolution of 
European Socialism. The three possibilities offered by the economy can be 
summarized as follows: one group seeks to increase wealth but without dis- 
tributing it; another is to distribute the wealth without increasing it. That 
is dangerous because it supposes accepting the proposition that equality is 
more important than the overall growth of the economy. The third alternative 
consists in endeavoring to increase wealth and then distributing it better. 


[Question] In terms applicable to the Argentine situation, how could you 
translate it? 





[Answer] Not transforming equality into a method to prevent the growth of 
the system. 


[Question] This is a personal question. Was your own conclusion in that 
regard--which appears to coincide with that of the government--reached prior 
or subsequent to the experience of power that you are exercising? 


[Answer] I cannot divorce myself from my vocation as a journalist. What I 
am doing is putting myself in the position of an observer and saying: "this 
is what is happening." 


[Question] Is the diagnosis continuing? 


[Answer] It is a sort of diagnosis and also an explanation. It is part of a 
very characteristic evolution of parties that were in the opposition for a 
long time. The process of Radicalism in Argentina is somewhat similar to that 
of Spain and France where, for different reasons, the Socialist parties were 
away from power for a long time. Once their administration began, they 
suffered an identity crisis with relation to some of the propositions they 
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held from below and they then adapted to a system of balance in which the two 
basic values of the economy (growth and distribution) acquired the proper 
proportion. 


[Question] Can one speak seriously about growth with the foreign debt the 
country is bearing? 


[Answer] The foreign debt represents a difficulty for the government, but it 
is also one for the creditor bankers. Argentina will be able to cope with its 
debt only if it grows in such a proportion that it will make what it owes a 
minor problem. For example, South Korea owes exactly the same amount that 
Argentina does. Nevertheless, the bankers are not worried because that 

country is growing at a spectacular rate. Brazil has grown for many years with 
a foreign debt. 


The creditors will never impede the growth of a debtor country. If we grow, 
the debt problems will be reduced in direct proportion. 


[Question] Many people have been surprised. They considered you a man of 
progressive ideas and yet in your recent dispute with the CGT, when you 
accused the unions of generating inflation by asking for wage increases, you 
used a typical argument of the Right. 


[Answer] My evaluation was one of an historic nature, which does not refer 
exclusively to the present time. It sought to present to Argentine society a 
concern regarding the role that certain sectors play, despite their intentions. 


[Question] Is it not overly simplistic to accuse the union leaders of being 
responsible for inflation? 


[Answer] Of course, the unionists are not responsible for inflation; there 
are many factors that contribute to that. What has to be emphasized is that 
inflation is a fundamental enemy of the wage-earning sectors. One can say 
with certainty that the sector that is hardest hit is the one on fixed incomes. 
The inflationary phenomenon in Argentina amply demonstrates that the upper 
sectors, which have greater financial capacity, are the ones hurt the least. 
All over the world, the unions push for higher wages with one eye on wages 

and the other on inflation. When wage pressure may mean an increase in prices, 
the unions are generally inclined to put a brake on their demands and reach 
agreements accepting limitations. This criticism, which may seem to be "of 

the Right," basically seeks the benefit of the sector most affected. It also 
seeks to make the whole of society reflect on the weakness with which the 
state and the business community has responded to the pressure of the workers. 
This has been defined as a car with a very strong motor but inadequate brakes. 


[Question] Do you believe the Austral Plan is still alive? 


[Answer] It is in its finest hour. Last month we had the lowest inflation 
in 12 years for this time of the year, and that with high interest and economic 


34 





growth rates. Martinez de Hoz achieved similar results but in the framework 
of a cruel dictatorship. 


[Question] Former Justicialist Deputy Juan Labake asked for your resignation 
and sued you for some published statements on the subject of the Malvinas 
included in your newspaper. What is your assessment of this incident? 


[Answer] My ideas are public; they form part of my newspaper labor. In some 
way, that gentleman's attacks are doing me a favor inasmuch as they call 
attention to what my thinking is all about. I believe that an adult discus- 
sion about subjects such as the Malvinas should be divorced from emotionalism. 
The greatest effort that must be made consists in not transforming the problem 
into a sort of red rag to be waved and arouse eruptions of visceral patriotism. 
This is something that must be discussed with maturity. It is the only way 

we have to project ourselves abroad in a positive manner. 


[Question] You give one the feeling of being a minister who does not restrict 
himself to his specific area and intrudes into others (at least that is what 

is attributed to you). Is the ministry too small for you or do you have a very 
particular concept of the organization of the state? 


[Answer] It may be that my profession has influenced that judgment. Over 
the years, I have formulated opinions about topics that are not specifically 
educational. That is part of my personality and it is difficult to separate 
it in public office. 


The job of government involves participation, willingly or unwillingly, in 
other areas apart from your own. It is obvious that, on topics of great 
importance, the members of the cabinet exchange opinions with the president 
of the nation. The importance that some of those opinions sometimes assume 
may create a wrong impression. 


[Question] Very little is said about you as minister of Education. 


[Answer] I have placed special emphasis on what could be called the "economy 
of education." By education and background, I am not specifically an educator. 
I aim to make the system as effective as possible and to give it the best 
elements for its development. 


[Question] That “economy of education" is a rather odd definition. 


[Answer] I am not an economist but I believe that the priority area in the 
educational area must be determined. We must now establish a system that will 
have greater resources and be organically more efficient. The specifically 
educational function is at other levels of the ministry. Logically, it is 
also part of my responsibility but I opt for taking care of the priorities 

and not submerging myself in an infinite number of problems. 


[Question] You are reconciled with being a good administrator? 
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[Answer] The word "administrator" does not adequately define the matter. 
My essential duty is to improve the educational level through the improvement 
of the system with greater efficiency and greater resources. 


[Question] Where do you expect to get the greater resources? 


[Answer] They can come from a better redistribution of state funds, favoring 
certain areas, or from special sources. For example, we are preparing very 
important plans in the case of higher and university education. One is to 

add to the budget the contribution of the parents who are contributors to the 
Directorate General of Taxation. In the area of state and private universities 
as well as in the research center, we will encourage the cooperation of the 
economic world. In Italy, for example, the universities are financed 50 
percent by the treasury and the rest comes from contributions of the students 
and the contribution of private enterprise. 


[Question] What does "improve the efficiency of the system" mean? 


[Answer] Obviously, make it more efficient through measures aimed at insuring 
better operation through a process of decentralization. We want to give more 
participation, flexibility, responsibility to the most immediate levels, to 
those who are close to the problems and the conflicts; we want to reduce the 
role of the state in that area. 


[Question] Something like decentralization? 


[Answer] I am a supporter of decentralization, and that is the trend of 
modern societies because an excessive state presence, say the Europeans, even 
the most modern Socialists, implies a restriction of individual freedoms. 

In the economy, it is not very easy to achieve it, but perhaps in education 
there may be a more favorable area to test a greater freedom of decision for 
the rectors, for example, to prevent the bureaucratization of pedagogy and 
didactics, without the state losing its controlling role, of course. 


[Question] At this stage, it is almost unnecessary to ask you for your 
opinion of private universities. 


[Answer] The private universities, like private education in general, take 
care of a large part of the Country's education and release funds for the 
state to use in education in areas where its presence is more necessary. 


[Question] Let us get back to decentralization. What would be an example? 


[Answer] The content of the curriculum in all the schools in the country 
should have a mandatory minimum and general component, and then in each region 
it can be complemented with subjects or courses required for reasons of culture, 
customs, or economic or social processes. That clear field should be left to 
the leaders of the educational community of the locale. 
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[Question] Viewed from outside, our educational system gives the impression 
of being in the process of falling apart, both as to infrastructure and at 
the pedagogical level. Do you have the same feeling? 


[Answer] As an overall situation, education in Argentina has grown in the 
last 20 years. This is observed more at the secondary level and in university 
enrollment. The basic problems can be summarized in the fact that it has 
grown as if the country had not had problems, and the general volume of the 
economy has not followed the same degree of development. Even though more 
funds than before are being appropriated to it now, the image is actually 
poor. Because, added to the fact of economic stagnation is a tremendous 
educational demand. The indicators are contradictory. On the one hand, 
there is the image that education is falling apart and, on the other, we see 
a spectacular growth. 


[Question] Can it be that the simple fact that there are more students does 
not imply that there is better education? 


[Answer] A larger number of persons are entering the educational system and 
that is good. But in a country with limited resources, there is the problem 
of adjusting that growth to the financial possibilities; furthermore, the 
growth of demand supposes a decrease of quality. In that, true, there is a 
very great distortion. 


[Question] Is there the more or less immediate possibility that preschooling 
will be declared mandatory? 


[Answer] We are studying the problem; determining the number of children who 
remain outside of the present preschool system in order to evaluate the cost, 
because here too we run into the problem of financing. It is true that the 
system is becoming generalized and that it reduces social and economic 
differences, but we must have sufficient funds as a point of departure so as 
not to issue a decree in thin air. 


[Question] Is it true that school dropouts have increased recently? 
[Answer] Statistics indicate a reduction of primary school dropouts. 


[Question] There is an accusation that, though not referring specifically 
to you, does concern you: Many teachers say that the Radical administration, 
especially in its first phase, practiced "muchachismo,'' something like 
demagogy toward the students, making things too easy for them. Have you 
noted any excess in that regard? 


[Answer] Initially, there was an antiauthoritarian reaction that may have 


reached the opposite extreme. It is probable that at this time there may 
arise a need for a back-flow to place education at the proper levels. 
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Authoritarianism has to disappear from the schools but authority as the normal 
exercise of the educational function must be maintained in all its vigor. All 
levels of education must have a requirement that will make the student expend 
the maximum effort in order to be able to receive it. 


It is possible that on that level there may still be much to do. We must 
improve quality and, furthermore, maintain discipline and authority within 
the normal canons in a democratic society. 


[Question] Let us speak about the Pedagogical Congress. It was established 
with a tremendous impetus but now seems to have become "deflated" because of 
a lack of interest. 


[Answer] The appearance of stagnation may have been given because there were 
no set dates for realization of the various stages. The decision has already 
been taken to adapt the overall operation to a schedule. It is probable that 
there will be intense activity next year. 


[Question] Do you have information about how the so-called "grassroots 
assemblies" have worked in those places where they managed to be held? 


[Answer ] There were some difficulties, especially in the Federal Capital 
and Greater Buenos Aires, possibly because of the high population density. 
In the rest of the country, they have worked better. There are interesting 
contributions in many of those assemblies. But the process of formulation 
and gestation of the ideas will only gain public dissemination when more 
general assemblies are held. The discussion will end up centering around 
three or four basic problems. 


[Question] The Superior Council of Catholic Education has been denouncing 
the excessive sectarianization of the Pedagogical Congress in some places. 


[Answer] It is probable that something of the sort may exist. In such a 
multitudinous matter, it is inevitable that there will be sectors that try to 
co-opt the problem. That does not mean that is the overall intention of the 
congress. Diverse opinions will end up enriching the assemblies. 


[Question] To be more direct, is there a real danger that the Pedagogical 
Congress may end up being managed by the Left? 


[Answer] I do not think so, but that depends on the participation of the 
citizens, not of the government. The degree of interest that the population 
may have is going to determine its definitive orientation. Dogmatic ideas in 
one sense or another are not the majority in the country. A rigid and hard 
position in the matter of education would have no way of prospering if 
congress would properly reflect the dominant lines of thinking in Argentine 
society. 





[Question] The year 1987 is going to be an election year. Will that climate 
offer guarantees so that congress will not find itself affected by political 


passions? 


[Answer] We have to become accustomed to living with elections. 


8711/12851 
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ARGENTINA 


SALTA'S GOVERNOR ON PROVINCIAL PROJECTS, PERONIST LEADERS 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 24 Dec 86 pp 26-29 
[Interview with Salta Governor Roberto Romero; date and place not given] 


[Text] The story of the Peronist governor of Salta, Roberto Romero, 59 years 
old, married, with 8 children and 16 grandchildren, is an interesting one. Of 
humble origins, he began to work in his childhood. He distributed milk, 
garden vegetables, and bread, was a fighter like Karadagian, had a truck, a 
construction company and a real estate company, and in 1955 bought the 
newspaper EL TRIBUNO. 


At the present time, he has a huge fortune: a Dallas-style mansion which he 
has donated to the state as the residence of the constitutional governors, 
planes, imported automobiles, a wine-cellar, farms, a district in his 
province, and business abroad. 


Many things are said about him: both good and otherwise. Right or wrong? Who 
knows. What is true is that thus far he has kept the promises he made before 
he assumed power--a rare thing these days. He is a man of action and outspoken; 
as, for example, when he says that Augusto Ulloa threatened his life or that 

he will put some politicians, such as Cesar Jaroslavky, in the serpentarium he 
is building. 


[Question] From traveling salesman to the owner of a newspaper, and from a 
relatively short party activity to the governorship of Salta: how did you 
accomplish it? 


[Answer} In 1973, I participated in the internal elections of Peronism and I 
observed rather unclear attitudes, as a consequence of which, in 1981, I 
decided to he the architect of my own political victory. I formed the Unity 
and Renewal group; I toured the whole province and won the 1983 elections 
with the new organization that I built. After that, I convened all of the 
Peronists of Salta, with whom we comprise a large family today. 


[Question] It sounds nice but seems to be a little lyrical. What would 
Carlos Caro and Horacio Bravo Herrera say? 


[Answer] They left the movement. They are not Peronists. 
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[Question] How about Jose Armando Caro Figueroa, the present national 
deputy secretary of Labor? 


[Answer] That fellow did so much to weaken Peronism, which then passed the 
bill to the government. He played its game from the Three Flags Party so that 
it might give him a position and now, with that business of the convergence, 
he will surely end up as a non-party candidate of Radicalism. 


[Question] Those are harsh words of yours. Especially if one takes into 
account the fact that the comptrolling triumvirate of your party accused you 

in 1983 of having been the liquidator of the newspaper EL TRIBUNO, the property 
of Peronism up to 1955, and of having acquired it later "through manuevers." 


[Answer] What I did was to buy 37 percent of the shares and demand the 
liquidation in court when the appropriate term expired because it was an SRL 
[limited liability stock company]. Later I acquired the whole package--the 
rest belonged to the government-——and I used the newspaper to defend my many 
friends who were being persecuted. 


[Question] Did you also defend them during the "process?" There are not a 
few Peronists who say that you sang the praises of the military of the time 
in your editorials. 

[Answer] That is not correct. I had problems with the "process," to such an 
extent that in order to be permitted to import paper, I had to place a friend 
who was a general as editor in charge. On the other hand, I am not in the 
habit of disqualifying an institution simply because a dozen or a hundred of 
its men committed very serious errors. 


[Question] Is that not dangerous, to insist on separating the institutions 
from its men since it is they who make them possible? 


[Answer] No, because there is nothing more than a group of men at the head 
of the Armed Forces and, since there is vertical discipline, those in a lower 
echelon do not have the same responsibilities. That is why there is the 
principle of due obedience. 


[Question] Can one speak of due obedience when a life is at stake? 


[Answer] Well...using that criterion, we could also say that many Argentines 
were accomplices in what happened and that the collaborators in the "process" 
were the Radicals. Later, they tore their garments and did not tire of 
repeating that there would be no end, nevertheless, you can see, it is a fact. 
Would it not have been better if, after the trials in the case, Alfonsin 
would have had the courage to order the guilty to be shot? If he had done so, 
this story would have ended already. 
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The Vice-Presidency Is a Small Position 


[Question] You are not with the Renovadores or the Ortodoxos. Are you a 
Romerista? 


[Answer] (laughs) I am a Peronist and I want unity. With regard to the 
management of the National Council, I will assume the same attitude when 
there are new officials that emerge from the elections. 


[Question] What can you tall me about Antonio Cafiero? Many see him as the 
future candidate for president. 


[Answer] If Cafiero should win--I would like it--he would be a serious 
candidate for the presidency. Nevertheless, it is still necessary to revalidate 
credentials in next year's elections. 


[Question] Carlos Menem also wants to be president... 


[Answer] Yes, he is going around running as a candidate everywhere. I 
believe he has rushed a little but that's his affair. 


[Question] What is your opinion of Carlos Grosso? 


[Answer] Carlitos Grosso runs, and sometimes trips up terribly. He committed 
some errors in the internal elections in the provinces and I believe he was 
left a little crushed, 


[Question] Would Ubaldini have to enter the political area? 


[Answer] He would commit a very serious mistake because he would be the 
target of many attacks. I believe that Ubaldini has to continue doing what 
he is doing despite the fact that he is very much alone and that he does not 
have the solidarity of the whole labor movement, because many cling to the 
sinecures that Alfonsin throws at them. 


[Question] What will happen to your political future after 1987? 

[Answer] First, I am going to end my administration the best I can so that 
the next governor may be a Justicialist: Hernan Cornejo. If he should 
succeed me, I would have everything to do. 

[Question] Are you saving yourself in order to project yourself at the 
national level on the basis of a senatorship and later try to build an 
Alfonsin-Romero slate? 


[Answer] Who told you that? 


[Question] Pure intuition, why? 
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[Answer] Because a little while ago, Paco (Francisco) Manrique told me 
that the president likes me very much, that he says I am the best governor 
Salta has had, and that the slate he plans is Alfonsin-Romero. 

[Question] Would you like that? 


[Answer] At this time and with everything I have, why should I concern 
myself about a little position. 


[Question] The vice-presidency is a little position? 

[Answer] Yes, it is a little position. 

[Question] But it means power, don't you like that? 

[Answer] Being president means power. 

[Question] Well, you will have to fight that out with Alfonsin... 


[Answer] That's no problem (laughs). Or do you think that nobody can beat 
him? 


The Norte Grande Accord 





| -estion] What is your opinion of the proposal to move to Viedma? 


[Answer That we shall not resolve decentralization by simply moving. On the 
other hand, the place does not seem to me to be appropriate--there is no 

large capital tong the sea-—and I believe also that it is not the opportune 
time because the operation would involve an expenditure in the millions. 


[Question] I wonder why the president proposed it now? 


[Answer] To divert the people's attention; that is very clear. There are 
very serious problems, nevertheless, that is the only thing that is talked 
about. 


[Question] Can the North Grande Accord that you encourage--and which includes 
the provinces of Salta, Tucuman, Jujy, Corrientes, Catamarca, Chaco, Formosa, 
Misiones, and Santiago del Estero—transform the region into an island apart 
from the rest of the nation? 


[Answer] Quite the contrary. Our objective is to effect a real integration 
because it no longer serves any purpose to act individually. We are not 
against the port but for the improvement of the country. 


[Question] How? 
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[Answer] The nine provinces of the accord will work with the objective of 
strengthening their respective industries; we will consume our products and 
will sell them inside and outside the country. Because...how can it be that 
we still drink Saldan mineral water from Cordoba, for example, if we can get 
it from Salta and Jujuy? The same for the other products. 


[Question] Is it true that your attempt to form a regional parliament failed? 


[Answer] That is not true. That is a plan formulated by the legislators of 
the northwest in which those of the northeast did not even participate. 
Perhaps they have rushed a little on a subject that should be dealt with 
after the accord is strengthened; but one day it will have to be done. It 
will be one of the steps to form the Latin American Parliament later--as in 
Europe--so that we can sit down and talk with the powers as equals. 


[Question] According to a note by Luis Castellanos in EL INFORMADOR, one 

of those who opposed the regional parliament was Antonio Guerrero, a Peronist 
senator for Tucuman, who, along with the rest of the members of his bloc, had 
denounced "Balkanization plans" in the region. What do you say to that? 


[Answer] I do not have the remotest idea of who that gentlemen is but what 
he wrote is not correct. 


[Question] He also mentioned stories to the effect that behind it all, there 
was "a black hand the purpose of which was allegedly the founding of the 
Republic of Narcolandia." 

[Answer] That gentleman must be a drug addict. 

[Question] Is the writer of the note still remembering the allegation made 
about you in the magazine INTERVIU, which stated that "you made your personal 
fortune on the basis of drug trafficking?" 

[Answer] Look, I am a fighter, which explains the place I occupy, and for 
that reason I have enemies. I was arrested for disrespect and I had a number 
of problems, among them one with the chief of a garrison. But, as you will 
understand, if I have a machinegun--the newspaper is that--it is not to keep 
it unloaded or in the clothes closet, it is to use it--from its pages. 
[Question] How did you make so much money? 

[Answer] Working. 

[Question] It must not be easy, except with great business ability. 
[Answer] (laughs) I am a workaholic and I am very lucky. 


[Question] Is it true that you were the owner of a cabaret? 
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[Answer] (chuckles) Ah, what a good question. When I had my truck, I 
decided to begin building and one day I was contracted to build a furnished 
place--a love-nest--for a gentleman from Bolivia. After the second install- 
ment, he did not show up any more so I kept the hotel until I sold it. After 
that, they began to connect me with brothels. 


This Is the Financial Fatherland 
[Question] And what is your commitment? 


[Answer] In the first place, to see that the people have a right to a 

proper life, health and education; also housing. We promised to build 10,000 
homes during the 4 years of our term and we are exceeding that figure, with 
plans for all the needs. 


[Question] You won a case against the national state for $150 million for 
the benefits they owed you. Did you collect it? 


[Answer] We negotiated and reached an arrangement. With $100 million, we 
settled debts and payments to the state and the rest we will collect on 
15 March. 


[Question] Look what a bad example you set. Surely other provinces will now 
make the same claim. 


[Answer] (smiles) Yes, they are already doing so. Alfonsin told me that I 
caused a big commotion but I did not have any other alternative because it 
was fair, and because the country's economy--which naturally affects us--is 
a disaster. What is happening is that the policy of Martinez de Hoz and of 
the financial fatherland still prevails here and that it does not conform 
with the proper solution. The Austral Plan is springing a leak and the 
workers do not even have the possibility of subsisting. 


[Question] On to another subject. So you will bring the Pope to Salta? 
[Answer] Yes, I was with him early in the year and we spoke about Salta. 
Later, we began negotiations with the collaboration of the ambassador to the 
Holy See, Santiago de Estrada, and Monsignor Blanchou. We also sent a charter 
flight with 300 persons--Indians, students, teachers, police, soldiers, 
nurses, and workers--on a pilgrimage to the Vatican. 

[Question] Will the visit of John Paul II be a big political plus for you? 
[Answer] I do not want to view it that way. 

[Question] Are you a religious man? 


[Answer] I am an apostolic Roman Catholic. 
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[Question] Are you a practicing one? 


[Answer] No, but I have faith and participate in the patron saints" feasts, 
as governor. 


[Question] Do you ever go to confession? 
[Answer] To confess what? 


[Answer] I do not know...for example, if when you are interviewed, you tell 
some little lie? 


[Answer] Do you know how to play pool [truco]? 
[Question] No, why? 

[Answer] Because the good players know how to lie. 
[Question] Are you a good player? 

[Answer] Yes. 


8711/12851 
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BELIZE 


PAPERS REPORT, COMMENT ON STATUS OF GUATEMALA TALKS 
Criticism of Belmopan Policy 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 18 Jan 87 p 6 





[Unsigned column "Bottom Line"] 


[Text] 


The people of Belize are being kept in the dark about the loom- 
ing talks between Belize and Guatemala, The littie information 
which can be picked up has ‘to be gleaned from foreign sources 
and foreign newspapers, 

According to PM Esquivel anyone dealing with even the reports 
of the meeting has to take an “Oath of Secrecy”. lin fact just to 
“monitor” the negotiations requires an “Oath of Secrecy”, This 
humiliation to Opposition members of the House of Representa 
tives. who have alreadv sworn to oaths of loyalty to Belize and 
its sovereign is Esquivel’s way of barring the Opposition from any 
involvement or obtaining any information about what is going 


Meanwhile the Guatemalans are united between government and 
oppostion parties and the military about how they will approach 
both the Belizeans andthe British. ‘In the case of the Belizcans 
the Guats are expecting the conceding of a “‘slice of land’: To 
entice the Belizeans to give up Sovereignty Over this proposed slice 
which would also give them a part of our seas the Guats are work- 
ing on the British for an “economic package” as part of a for- 
‘mula to the solution. : 

‘The’ British, who have consierable clout in the European Econe- 
mic Community, would also use their influence to help Guatemala 
obtain economic help from the EEC, 

The Guatemalans have said quite clearly that any solution agreed 
to must be put as a referendum to their people. The Belize govern- 

“ment is refusing to guarantee their people similar conditions, 
Whether we chose to call the problem “a dispute” or “ a contro- 
versy” the fact is that this is the most sensitive issue facing Beli- 
zeans, If it is handled wrong it could explode in our faces. 
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Government Silence 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 1 Feb 87 p 1 


[Text] 
More has been forthcoming mitment that any proposed 
from the foreign press on the settlement of the dispute would 
question of the ‘Anglo-Guatem- be put in a referendum,but that 


alan ‘dispute than what Govern- 


the Heads of Agreemen 4 
ment is telling Belizeans. Ag t would not 


be used’as a basis for negotia- 


According tc Prime Minister tions. The Prime Mintster was 
Esquivel, as expressed last unable to give any specific 
Wednesday at his press con- date for the talks. 

ference, his government was He told the press that a Com- 


only aware of what was report- 


mision of six has been appoint- 
ed in the foreign press. = 


ed for future negetiations on 


The media has been reporting the dispute, including two 
that a British troop withdrawal members of the Opposition 
was imminent and that t h e It is hoped however that 
British presence at any talks when talks do take Belize will 
would be as an observer . Mr. maintain a position of no land 
Esquivel however gave a com- or sea cession. 


Esquivel Readiness for Concessions 
Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 1 Feb 87 p 5 


[Text ] 
Speaking to a group called "Partners of thee Americas " Prime 


Minister Esquivel intimated that he was prepared to cede 

land or sea to Guatemala in order to make peacein Central Amex-. 
ica. In fact Mr. ESquivel asserted that he had a mandate to 

do so. 

It is easy to check whether the Prime Minister and his govern- 

ment has such a mandate. The manifesto of the UDP at the last 

general elections didnot progose to the people of Belize ti:at 

land or sea should be ceded to Guatemala. 

The UDP described the Guatemalan claim to Belize as "u founded". 

Since the claim has no foundation in fact or law then it can be 

settled without ceding Belizean sea or land. 

In other words while friendship with our neighbour is desirable 

our right to territorial integrity is paramount. ‘The main ,.sih- 

ciple the people of Belize expect to come out of these talks is 

that our territorial integrity should remain intact. 

Mr. Barrow: the Foreign Minister, has echoed these words in the 

General Assembly of the United Nations. They must be applied in 

practice in the talks. The Belize delegation should make it 

clear what is not for negotiation. ; 

The independence of Belize and the terriorial integrity of Bel- 

ize should be excluded from the agenda for negotiations. If the 

nejotiations can proceed with those two sacred principles ex- 
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cluded then the results might be non-controversial. In which 
case a referendum might not be necessary. 
For the Prime Minister to assume that he has a "mandate" to do. 
as he and his party pleases could be: disastrous for tte nation 

and for his party. 
Peace yes! Land or sea cession No! There is no "mardate" for the 


latter. 


Need for British Forces 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 1 Feb 87 pp 1, 16 


{Text ] 


the Rt. 
Esquivel 


Prime Minister, 
Hon. Manuel 
Wednesday expressed the 
desire of the Belize 
Government for British Forces 
to remain in Belize even after 
a settlement is reached with 
the Guatemalans .He said the 
British Government has given 


no indication that it will 
withdraw the troops if a 
settlement is reached. 

The government of Mrs. 


Magaret Thatcher has_ said 
repeatedly that British Forces 
will remain in Belize for an 
approppriate period without 
elaborating on how long such 
an appropriate period might 
last. It is known however 
that Mrs. Thatcher would like 
to bring the boys home, and 
she has said so often. 

The Labour Party on the 
other hand, is not so keen, 
and a spokesman for Labour 
has said that British Forces 


should remain in Belize, even. 


after a settlement is reached. 
In public Guatemalan 
officials have been making a 
number of statements which 
suggest that Guatemala is now 
ready to acknowledge the 
independence of. Belize and 
reach an amicable arrangement 
in settlement of the dispute. 


At his press conference. 


this week the Prime Minister 
said the UDP has pledged in 


49 





that 


its manifesto that a 
referendum would be held in 
Belize on any proposals for a 
settlement of the _ dispute. 
Guatemala also is committed to 
holding a plebescite to 
approve whatever steps the 
new civilian government might 
take in settlement of the 
century old claim. 

The Prime Minister's reply 
to a correspondent's question 
is given in full: 

"We certainly feel thet the 
British should be involved in 
the negotiations, simply {for 
historical reasons, and any 
solution that is to be found 
will certainly affect them and 
involve them, and therefore it 
is proper that they should be 


‘involved. 


“With regard to withdrawal, 
this government has said to 
them (the Brjtish) on several 
occasions in the recent past 
we feel that even if 
there is a_ solution to this 
problem, a peaceful solution, 
we do not think it would be 
wise or proper for the British 


troops to withdraw after 
that." 
"We really feel that we 


would need to have a British 
presence maintained in Belize 
even after a golution to this 
problem. 

"The present British 
Government have consistently 








maintained a formula’ which 
they made at independence, 
that is, that the troops would 
remain for an appropriate 
period. They haven no 
indication they they will 
withdraw after a_ solution." 


U.S. 'Beachhead' 


Belize City THE SELIZE TIMES in English 1 Feb 87 p 5 


[Unsigned column "Bottom Line"; "The Marines Are Coming"'] 


{Text ] 


/9274 
CSO: 


United States Marines are .o come to Belize to "build a bridge 
over the : Mullins River." Thus says an announcement over Radio 
One and Two both owned end controlled by the government. 

Most observers believe this is to be the thin edge of the wedge. 
The US Marines; are seen as making their first beach-head into 
Belize to one day replacing the departing British Forces. 

With talks underway between Belize, Guatemala and Britain it is 
easy to see why the US Marines are being introduced into Belize, 
Honduras is giving trouble in demanding more from the Unit<d States 
in return for keeping the Contras on their soil. A weak Belize 
would make a much better place to promote US policy in Central 

America 


3298/140 
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GOVERNMENT ISSUES ESQUIVEL STATEMENT ON SUGAR INDUSTRY 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 16 Jan 87 p 12 


[Statement by Prime Minister Manuel Esquivel at a meeting of the Orange Walk 
Rotary Club on Wednesday, 14 January 1987-~a paid advertisement from the Gov- 
ernment Information Service] 


[Text] Shortly after his election to the Presidency of thé United 
States in 1980, President Reagan appointed a "National 
Bipartisan Commission on Central America (commonly called 
the Kissinger Commission). After months of fact finding, 
the Kissinger Commission reported to the President that, 
"Central America needs help, both material and moral, 
governmental and non-govermental. Both the commands 
of conscience and calculations of our own national interest 
require that we give that help". The President responded 
by creating the Caribbean Basin Initiative, reflecting his 
own view that "Peace and security in the Caribbean Basin 
are in our vital interests". In his view, the CBI was to “offer 
[the Caribbean Basin] open markets in the United States." 

The very year of enactment of CBI, United States sugar 
quotas to the region began to fall.. It is a paradox that while 
markets for new and unfamiliar products were opened up 
to us, CBI exports to the United States represent only about 
2 percent of all US imports. By contrast, up until now 
Caribbean Basin exports of sugar to the US represented 
38 percent of their imports of sugar. In the case of Belize, 
Barbados and the Dominican Republic, sugar ranks as our 
‘No. 1 export. While some Central American countries have 
experienced an increase of over-all exports to the US under 
CBI, Caribbean exports have actually Declined. Between 
1984 - the first year of the current quota cuts - and 1986, 
it is estimated that the twelve sugar exporting countries 
in our region have lost US $300 million in exports and 130,000 
jobs. The new cuts announced in December are expected 
to bring that loss to US $600 million and the loss in jobs 
to 260,000 by the end of 1987. 

In a letter to US Secretary of. State, Mr. George Shultz, 
our Ambassador to the US, together with his 11 regional 
colleagues, underscored my government's feelings, saying 
in part, “the further denial of market access“ which this 
new reduction of the sugar imports quota imposes on one 
of our most important exports to the United States is totally 
inconsistent with your declared policies on trade and 
development and, moreover, is undermining the objectives 
of the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act [CBI], 
including the reinforcement of democracy in the region." 
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The US Administration's response has been that the cuts 
were imposed by an election-conscious congress worried 
about the US "Farm Vote" and that the administration agreed, 
according to US Trade Representative, Clayton Yeutter, 
that “the reduction will have a devastating effect on many 
of our trading partners .... It will hit particularly hard the 
Caribbean Basin countries and the Philippines." 

In April of 1986 US sources estimated that the world-wide 
sugar quota would fall to 1 million tons by 1990. In December, 
1986, the quota fell to 1 million tons. No one was prepared 
for it, no one could have predicted it. The Philippines, whose 
hopes were raised when they were granted an additional 
quota after South Africa's quota was taken away, still ended 
up with 38 percent less than they had before. The Dominican 
Republic, favoured with the largest quota in the world, 
suffered a 48 percent cut, 7 percent above the 41 percent 
average cuts suffered by the 39 sugar exporting countries. 
Just the Phiiippines and the Dominican Republic as 2 of 
the 39 stand to loose over US 250 million dollars. 

What does all this mean to Belize? We, along with the 
38 other sugar exporters, have suffered a loss. Our cane 
quota has been cut by 7,500 tons. At last year's quota price 
this represents a loss of about US $3 million in gross revenue 
to the industry. Assuming that this 7,500 tons will now 
have to be sold at world market prices, which are hard to 
predict, we might recover a third to a half of this amount, 
still leaving us with a gross loss.of US $1.5 to $2 million. 
But the picture is brightened when we examine the upward 


movement of the pound sterling with respect to the US dollar 
and MCA adjustments in the EEC quota prices. Indications 
are that we may be able to make up that $1.5 million to 
$2 million loss through our EEC quota alone. To the cane 
farmer, the loss of quota rightly rings alarm bells as. regard 
the future of the industry. But in 1987, he can &till look 
forward to a good year. If we compare: in 1985 cane farmers 
‘received an average of about $30.00 per ton of cane - a 
very bad year for him and the industry. In fact it was that 
type of income that forced the closure of Libertad. In 1986, 
many positive things happened. Sugar production far exceeded 
the 80,000 tons planned for Tower Hill. World prices and 
the pound sterling increased, efficiency at Towér Hill was 
As a result, our farmers received last year an average 
of $40.00 per ton of cane, a healthy 30 percent’ increase 
over 1985. The forecast price at this time in 1986 was $37.00 
per ton. At year's end it turned out to be $40.00. | ami assured 
that the 1987 forecast of $35.50 per ton to the farmer is 
conservative. This is $1.50 lower than last year's forecast, 
or a 4 percent loss to the farmer. There is reason to hope 
that by year's end this 4 percent will have been recovered. 
Another positive move has been the installation of facilities 
at Tower Hill to produce plantation white sugar. These 
facilities should begin operating in April, and process some 
3,000 tons of white sugar for the Belize market by the end 
of the orinding season. This also helps to keep up the price 
to the armer, since he makes a good return on the local 
sugar. Of course this year's payments would have been 
excellent were it not for the quota cut, and our farmers 
would have recovered much of their losses of 1984 and 1985. 
But at least the cuts will not hit the farmer in the pocket 
as hard as he might have feared when the cuts were 
announced. 
For its part, Government is actively seeking buyers for 
our sugar at above world market price. Our UN Ambassador 
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Is even now negotiating with foreign governments who might 
offer us such an opportunity. The re-opening of Libertad 
for alcohol production remains our first priority. The 
negotiations tween BSI and Petrojam have proceeded 
at a frustratingly slow pace, and Government should not 
need to call to their attention, or to the attention of other 
parties in the negotiations, that we cannot wait forever 
for a conclusion to these negotiations. Government, farmers, 
and the negotiating companies, each have their private 
interests. Government must consider its political interests, 
the farmers must consider their daily bread, and the companies 
must consider their profits. But all of us have a higher, 
common interest to serve, and that is the national interest. 
In 1985 Government sacrificed its political interests to serve 
the national interest when the Libertad factory. was closed. 
1 think we can all see clearly now in the light of these quota 
cuts that the closing of Libertad was in the national interest, 
for the whole industry would now face certain death if that 
had not occured. So Government risked its political interest 
in favour of the national interest when Libertad closed. 
The cane farmer sacrificed his short-term private interest, 
but preserved his long-term interest of keeping the industry 
alive. The company, the only one of the three, preserved 
its private interest completely. | believe we have now reached 
a time when all three of us, as well as others, must loose 
something of our private interest to serve the national 
interest. 

As a token of their concern for the damage done to us 
by the quota cuts, the US Administration have offered to 
donate to the Government of Belize about BZE $3 million 
worth of wheat which the Government will then sell to Belize 
Flour Mills at the usual price. This money is then to be 
deposited in a special account and spent in accordance with 
USAID policy, ramely for USAID approved capital projects 
that will be of benefit to the cane farmers of the North. 
Government has proposed that one such beneficial project 
might be the improvement of the access roads (the so-called 
sugar roads) to farms in the Orange Walk and Corozal districts. 
Another project might be housing, but cane farmers have 
expressed the view that other projects might be considered. 
It is therefore premature to pronounce on that. 

While we do not intend to look a gift-horse in the mouth, 
| should just like to say that Government does not view this 
gift of wheat as a satisfactory substitute for a sugar quota. 
It does not make up for the losses the industry will suffer 
in any real way, and worse it reduces us from a position 
of industrious trading partner to mendicant. Some of us 
asked, why was the Government unable to prevent the quota 
cut? 

Even large and powerful allies like Canada and Philippines 
felt the fall of the axe as we did. Since the announcement 
of the cut, | have spoken to President Hoyte of Guyana, 
the current Chairman of Caricom, to get a concepted 
Caribbean effort going. Our Ambassador in Washington, 
has made strong representations. We cannot hope to get 
back our quota, but we must remind the United States of 
their 1983 position and we must remind them that we of 
the Caribbean and Central America are still here struggling 
with our economies and fighting to keep democracy alive. 
We cannot allow the U.S. to turn inward looking. That would 
be a disaster not only for us but for them. The good-will 
and determination that exists in the Caribbean Basin towards 
the United States cannot be denied, and must not be ignored. 
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We have asked our people to sacrifice and they have 
sacrificed. We asked them for patience and thay have been 
patient. The failure of the CBI, or a failure of our region 
to develop, will guarantee our failure to survive as free 
and peaceful dem-cracies. We are all calied upon to mend 
our economies and to make the sacrifice that entails. We 
dare to ask the same of our giant neighbour to the north. 
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ESQUIVEL CLARIFIES POSITION ON PETROJAM PROPOSAL 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 1 Feb 87 p 14 


[Text ] 


/9274 
CSO: 


The Prime Minister of 
Belize,Mr. Manuel Esquivel 
has clarified the position of 
the Belize government relating 
to a proposal by the Jamaica 
Company ,Petrojam,to supply 
all the ovetroleum products 
that Belize would be needing 
or an exclusive basis. 


The Prime Minister said 
the Belize Gcvernment has no 
problem in accepting such a 
proposal,but it was _ for 
Petrojam to negotiate with 
Esso Standard Oil, the 
company which is in_ fact 
Belize's current supplier of 


petroleum products. 


The P.M. indicated that he 
has said as much to Petrojam. 

Petrojam intends to put in 
a $20 million distillery, using 
the Libertad Factory and has 
already negotiated a 
provisional agreement with the 


Belize Sugar 
owners of the Libertad plant. 


3298/140 


Industries,: 


The Prime Minister did 
give an indication on which 
way the wind was blowing 


when he said it was his 
‘opinion that neither’ side 
could be . completely 


satisfied,suggesting that a 
compromise would be the 
sensible approach. Two weeks 
ago in a speech to _ the 
members. of the Orange Walk 


Rotary Club he _ said the 
negotiating parties should not 


expect that the. - Belize 
governmenent will wait 
forever for them to make up 
their minds. 

Petrojam’ wants to be able 


_to make alcohol from Belize 
sugarcane which it will then 


send off to Jamaica. On the 
return leg of the trip it 
wants to be able to bring 
motor gasoline, aviation fuel, 
kerosene and _ diesel. This 
prorosal is receiving some 
opposition from Esso Standard 
Oil, which stands to lose some 
or all of its sales in Belize 
from such an arrangement. 
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ACTIVITIES INVOLVING POLICE, SECURITY FORCES COVERED 


New Police Commissioner 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 17 Jan 87 p l 


{Text ] 


ASSISTANT Commissioner 
of Police Bernard A, Be- 
vans, who has been acting 
as Commissioner since the 
departure on pre-retire- 
ment leave cf Commission- 
er Maxwell Samuels, was 
this week appointed to 
the substantive post ac- 
cording to an announce- 
ment from the office of 
the Prime Minister. . 
Mr. Bevans, who is marr- 
fed and has four children, 
was promoted to Assistant 
Commissioner in 1982, be- 
fore his elevation as 
Head of the Police Force, 
which takes effect fron 
November 11, 1986. 

Mr. Bevans joined the 


Police Force in March 
1960, moving through the 
non-commissioned ranks 


until his promotion in 


1971 to Assistant Inspec- 
tor of Police. Four years 
later Mr. Bevans was ap- 
pointed Inspector of Po- 
lice. In 1976 he rose to 
the rank of Superinten- 
dent. 

In 1979 Mr. Bevans at- 
tended the police offi- 
cer‘s general course at 
the Metropolitan Police 


Training College in Hen- 


don, London, the overseas 
coumander*s course at the 


Police College in Hamp- 


shire, U.K. and a secur- 
ity intelligence adminis- 


trator’s course in London. | 


Criticism of SIS 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 18 Jan 87 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] 


The news of the establishment of 
the Security Information Service as a 
new Department of the Govemment: of 
Belize outside the Belize Police Force 
with duties and powers identical 
with those of the former Security 


Branch of the Force sounds simple 
and straightforward but is fraught 
with complications and foreboding, 

The setting up of the S,LS, was ane 
nouced just last week, If’s Director 
is Mr. Ephraim L, Usher, 
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From the adromustrative side it 
seems to be a move by which the 
officers of the SIS will no longér be 
answerable to the Commissioner of 
Police but will come under the direc- 
tion and control of the Minister of 
Home Affairs through his permanent 
Secretary, Mr. Hallet Moody. The 
latter is a young officer coming from 
the Lands Department to Home Af- 
fairs with no experience of com- 
manding a police force so that there 
can be little doubt that Minister 
Curl Thompson will have a free hand 
with SIS, The Minister will, in effect, 
exercise the professional control of 
this force which the Commissioner 
formerly undertook, 

This type of special force, controlled 

by a politician, has been attempted 
in other small developing countries 
with devastating results, Papa Doc of 
Haiti remained. in power for life by 
the enforcement capabilities of such 
a force known as the Ton Ton 
Macute, Gairy ef Grenada, was simi- 
larly successful until removed by the 
Bishop revolution with: a force known 
as the Mongoose Gang, 

In all these cases the oppressive 
forces were born without protest, for 
they were explained as adminsitrative 
re-organization of the police force 
and therefore, at that time seemed 
inoffensive, Invariably, that in- 
nocence and naivete has been paid 
for in blood, The price of freedom is 
eternal vigilance. 

The danger of such a political force 


Problems in Districts 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 24 Jan 87 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 





emerges out of the temptation to 
use it for political purposes, It has 
been used to keep a watch on politi- 
cal opponents and to open files on 
people who advance views different 
from those of government instead of 
concentrating on crime and public 
safety, To satisfy the personal politi- 
cal curiosity of their commander of- 
ficer (the Minister) , officers have 
used aggressive surveillance and when 
pressed for further information, have 
crossed the line into unlawful 
conduct. The USA uses the FBI and 
the CIA,Russia uses the KGB, The 
situation becomes nasty, People dis- 
appear, Blackmail is rampant and 
torture creeps into everyday life, Big 
Brother tends to grow bigger and 
bigger, Do we really need this in 
Belize ? 

In Belize , the attempt to mask this 
insidious atrocity led our government 
into an unlawful situation, If the of-. 
ficers of SIS are to carry out their 
custom functions and have the 
powers, police powers, to do So, those 
powers are granted iri our law only to 
members of the Belize Police Force, 
Members of the Police Force are 
under the command of the Commis- 
sioner of Police, Government needs 
to make up its mind, for if SIS offi- 
cers are police, their commander is 
COMPOL, ff they are not in the 
force and under COMPOL, then they 
have no police powers and can only 
act unlawfully, Such is the web we 
weave when alas we set out to 
deceive! 


NO one will argue against the reneval of public 
demande for more and better policing of the northern 
districte, following this month's dramatic resurgence 


of vtolence in the Orange Walk District. 


It is an accepted fact by both the authorities and 
private cttizens that the perpetrators of these high 
level crimes (secret killings, kidnappings and armed 
hold-ups and robberies) are illegal aliens, who first 
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became entrenched here during the open-door imnigra- 
tion policy of the past PUP government. 

qt ts also generally agreed that the vast majority 
of these illegal aliens were at one time soldiers or 
at least have some sort of military background. 

The aliens have been operating as organized crime 
syndtcates, and with their vehicles, radios and weap- 
ons are considered vastly more equipped than the law 
enforcement agencies. . 

Citizens in the northern districts have also point- 
ed to the fact that over the past years, a nunber 
of vehicles have been seized in drug related arrests 
and convictions, and that it is also through the 
northern district courts that hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in fines levied against drug offenders 
have been collected. : 

On the other hand, the police force in Corozal and 
Orange Walk are seriously ill-equipped to deal with 
a sttuatton that has reached such alarming propor- 
tions, and which now demands inmediate attention! 

The district headquarters and village police sta- 
tions will have to be m-med and properly equipped 
tf they are to be expec‘ 2d to do an adequate job of 
keeping order, control. ng and detecting crime, pro- 
tecting the community, and upholding the law. 

Obviously, the whole job of policing the northern 
districts will have to be rethought - more men, suf- 
ficient running vehicles, more sophisticated weapons, 
better communication equipment - along these lines. 


Work of Tactical Service Unit 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 1 Feb 87 pp 1, 16 


[Text ] 


MUCH of the credit for the 
dramatic rescues last week of 
Orange Walk businessmen Eloy 
Escalante and Atiiano Tolosa, 
kidnapped by alien bandits 
and held for ransom, should 
go to the newly re-organized 
elite Tactical Service Unit of 
the Belize Police Force. This 
is the group which 
Spear-headed the _ relentless 
search for Eloy Escalante last 
Saturday and Sunday, leading 
them to the heavily wooded 
Carpaban area near Progresso 
‘and in the final phase of the 
search resulting in a gun 
battle with the kidnappers. 
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During this exchange of 
fire Police Constable Leslie 
Flowers of the TSU was shot 
and wounded in the leg and 
arm. A highly placed officer 
of the Tactical Service Unit 
this week told the Reporter 
that Constable Flowers has 
made a good recovery and is 
expected to report for duty 
sometime next week. 

The depravity and 
viciousness of the alien 
attacks against Orange Walk 
citizens shocked the nation 
and triggered one of _ the 
biggest retaliatory strikes 
this country has seen against 
illegal aliens, resulting in the 
round-up of 117 undocumented 
strangers pluckedfrom seven 
villages of the Orange Walk 
District. 

Thé round-up, mounted in 
great secrecy, began before 
dawn on Sunday, January 25 
and was so swift and efficient 
it caught all by surprise. The 
net brought in 64 illegal 
Guatemalans, many of them 
believed to be outlaws in 
their own country, 35 
Salvadorans, 7 Honduramns and 
11 Mexicans. 7 

All the Guatemalans have 
been handed over to 
immigration authorities in 
Meichor de Mencos. and 
arrangements are being made 
to send the others packing at 
the earliest opportunity, after 
suitable arrangements can be 
made with their respective 
goverhments. 3 
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CRACKDOWN ON ALIENS BRINGS REPRISALS AGAINST BELIZEANS 


Roundup Operations 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 1 Feb 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


ORANGE WALK TOWN 
JANUARY 28, 1987 


Heightened police, TSU and 
BOF activity began in Orange 
Walk Town last Saturday for the 
round up of aliens. On Sunday 
these security forces were 
Simultaneous!y busy in all 
villages of the Orange Walk Dis- 
trict arresting aliens. 

A road block was placed on 
the Northern Highway and even 
Belizeans who do not speak 
Spanish, but Creole, had to 
endure interrogation. 

In the village of San Felipe, 
Minister Curl Thompson's forces 
went as far as instituting an 
unofficial curfew during the. 
daylight hours when they were 
capturing the aliens. Some of 
them who have residence were 
also arrested because they did 
not have their residence cards 
on them. | 

In other villages the aliens 
suffered the same fate. Those 
documented were also arrested 


for failure to show their papers. 


Mr .thompson's forces spared no 
efforts in their mission. Some 
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aliens report that they were 
brutally beaten, others had their 
hair cut with a machete and the 
interrogation was thorough.More 
than a hundred of them Guatema- 
lans, Salvadorans. , Hondurans 
and Mexicans were detained, in- 
cluding women and children. On 
Monday they were removed from the 
Orange Walk prison were they spent 
the night and escorted to Court 
by a contingent of heavily armed 


__ soldiers. = | 


Tuesday morning the Guatemalans | 
and some Salvadoran were mounted 
on two trucks which transported 
them to Melchor, Guatemala. 

At his press conference Wednes- 
day, the Prime Minister justified 
the round-up of aliens with the 
recent kidnappings in Orange Walk 
Town and the increase in criminal 
activity there. According to the 
P.M. the figures of those detained 
is 117:6& Guatemalans, 35 Salva- 
dorans , 7 Hondurans and 11 Mexie 


cans. | 
Meanwhile a local representa- 


tivc of a Human Rights Agency 
has described the expulsion of 
the aliens as a gross violation 
of their human rights. 
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[Text ] 


VIOLENT crime in the 
northern districts threat- 
ens to give a bad start 
to Prime Minister Manuel 
Esquivel's third year in 
office. 

Reacting to the contin- 
ued violence in the for- 
ever growing marijuana 
industry, and to two 
startling mid-month kid- 
nappings of Orange Walk 
Town businessmen, Mr. Fs- 
quivel this week announc- 
ed stringent measures, 
targeted primarily at 
illegal aliens. . 

The announcement was 
made as the Prime Minis- 
ter was delivering his 
opening remarks to his 
first news conference of 
the new year, held at the 
Belize Radio One studio; 
on Wednesday morning. 

It was the first offi- 
cial release of details 
following a large scale 
Sunday morning search for 
aliens in Orange Walk 
Town and seven neighbour- 
ing villages which bagged 
117 illegals - 64 Guate- 
malans, 35 Salvadoreans, 
If Mexicans and 7 Hondu- 
rans. 

By Tuesday morning, aJl 


Alien Links to Crime 


English 31 Jan 87 ppl, 12 


117 aliens had already 
faced the Magistrate in 
Orange Walk, and were or- 
dered out of the country 
by way of “removal or- 
ders." 

The BEACON has been un- 
able to verify stories of 
the expulsion of Belizean 
citizens from Guatemala, 
in retaliation to the re- 
moval of illegal Guatema- 
lan aliens from Belize. 


The question was not 
raised at the news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Esquivel, in an- 


nouncing other measures 
to fight what he called 
“the illegal alien prob- 
lem," said that govern- 
ment was determined to 
preserve the peace, and 
to ensure that law abid- 
ing citizens (Belizeans 
and foreigners) are pro- 
tected from criminal e- 
lements. 

Those further measures 
include: 

*The planning of other 
search and capture mis- 
Sions by the Police Tac- 
tical Unit and the BDF. 

*The passing of legisla- 
tion (now in the process 
of being drafted) to pro- 
vide stiffer penalties 


Additional Details 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 1 Feb 87 ppl, 8 


[Text] 


operation , 


POLICE DRAGNET 
described as the 


A 
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for kidnapping, fireaim 
offences, and the hiring 
of aliens who do not have 
work permits, 
*Streamlining of the 
procedure for the deporta- 
tion of aliens. 
*Discontinuance of the 
almost automatic renewal 


of alfen registration 
cards, 
Illegal aliens began 


crowding across the Gua- 
temalan and Mexican bor- 
ders during the open door 
policy of the _ previous 
PUP government, who used 
them as a_ solid votilig 
block in a number of key 
rural electcral divisions, 

Now that Prime Minister 
Esquivel and his UDP ad- 
ministration have decided 
to tackle the problem, it 
may prove to have more 
angles than is presently 
envisaged. 

But the immediate effect 
of the present measures 
revealed by the Prime 
Minister, is expected to 
go a long way in breaking 
the back of a problem 
that has plagued Belize 
for decades,and one which 
the previous PUP govern- 
ment historically turned 
e blind eye. 





biggest ever undertaken in 
Belize, involving Puma 
helicopter transport provided 
by British Forces and strong 
ground reinforcement by 
elements of the Belize Defence 
Force in support of the Police 
Tactical Service Unit, was 
launched before dawn last 
Sunday morning. 

Swooping in out of thin air 

the law enforcement men 
stormed | through Indian 
Church, - Chunnox and 
Progresso, three of the most 
distant and hard to reach 
villages. first, and moved on 
to San Jose, San Pablo, San 
Felipe and finaliy Orange Walk 
Town itself, rounding up 
undocumented aliens. 
/ The dragnet produced 117 
persons excluding women and 
children who had no status in 
the country because they had 
no documents to _ show. 
Hundreds of others who had 
visitors' unexpired permits, 
were left alone. 

Prime Minis/er Manuel 
Esquivel described the raids 
at his press conference on 
Wednesday, and said all 
undocumented aliens trapped 
in the sweep were taken 
before the Orange Walk 
Magistrate the day after their 
apprehension and _ removal 
orders obtained ffor their 
deportation. 

He indicated that: similar 
exercises will be carried out 
from time to time and 
promised that in the future 
aliens seeking to renew their 
registration cards will not 
find it as easy to do so as in 
the past. 


"Similar exercises will be 
carried out from time to 
time, “ the Prime Minister 
said. “In addition, several 
pieces of legislation will soon 
-be ready for presentation to 
the National Assembly. These 
will include stiffer penalties 
for kidnappings, firearm 


62 


offenses, illegal entry into 
the country and the hiring of 
aliens not in, possession of 
a work permit." 


"Procedure for the 
deportation of undesirable 
aliens will also ‘be 


streamlined," he said, adding: 
"These new measures will be 
backed up by more thorough 
checks of worksites by 
officials of the Ministry of 
Labour and a discontinuance 
of the now almost automatic 
renewal of alien registration 
cards. All aliens must become 
aware that the possession of 
an alien registration card is 
not the, same as a permit for 
permanent residence,"he said. 

Although border crossings 
are common incidents in 
Central America and carry 
only nominal if any penalties 
in the offender's country, the 
Belize Government made 
points with Guatemalan 
authorities by turning its 
prisoners over to them 
because many of the illegals 
are believed to be outlaws 
and terrorists wanted by the 
Guatemalan police. 

Sixty four Guatemalans were 
rounded up along with 35 
Salvadorans, eleven Mexicans 
and seven Hondurans. An 
undisclosed number of women 
and children were caught in 
the net and uprooted, the 
good paying for the bad. 


Orange Walk citizens have 
been expressing strong 
approval ‘for the vigorous 
action taken by the 


government, but some have 
expressed the worry that the 
aliens will come sneaking back 
in as soon as the Police and 
BDF presence is removed. 
This has been a problem in 
the past, but undocumented 
aliens coming back to Belize 
after being deported by court 
order will in the future 
encounter stiffer penalties, 
Some observers in Orange 
Walk have expressed the view 








that in the past Orange Walk warning to Belize's 
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Report of Reprisals 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 1 Feb 87 pl 
[Report headed "Just In"] 


Text 
ine large scale deportation of 


aliens early this week is already 
causing reciprocal action. 
Reports from Melchor, Guate - 
male say that at least five visit- 
ing Belizeans were attacked 
and harrased on Wednesday in 
reprisal of the mass deportation 
and alleged torture of Guate- 
malans. 
If this trend continues, then 
its is questionable whether 
the expulsion of aliens is the 
answer to the problem. There is 
a general feeling that hard 
criminals should be dealt with 
accordingly but that our honest 
brothers and sisters from Central 
America should be given a ch«nce. 
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TRADE UNIONS CALLED 'DOCILE,' IN CAHOOTS WITH EMPLOYERS 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 25 Jan 87 p 7 


(Article: 


[Text ] 


/9274 
CSO; 


3298/140 


"The Docile Trade Unions of Belize"] 


There was a time in Belize when the Trade Union movement was 
a bee -hive of activity. Ideas were developing, workers were 
thinking about their general welfare and as a result great 
strides were made in improving the standard of living including 
education. 

Today there seems to be a love affair going on between the 
leadership of the Trade Unions and their employers. Proof of 
this inertia was stated recently in a magazine called TEXAS 
MONTHLY. - 

One Mr. Keith Jackson, who owns a shrimp business in 
Belize and who flies Prime Minister Esquivel and his Cabinet 
from Belize to Houston in his business jet anytime the Prjme 
Minister wishes , was quoted in the TEXAS MONTHLY as saying 
that there was cheap lebour in Belize and that Texans should 
come to Belize because there were NO Trade Unions. 

This writer does not blame Mr. Keith Jackson. for thinking 
that there are no Trade Unions in Belize. After all one of the 
ffrade Union leaders is a Senator and a City Councilor for the 
barty in power. He. does absolutely nothing for the workers he 
Bays he represents. One worker tald this writer that the 
workers at a plant Union Leader Davis represents is built of 
asbestos and that they have been pressing him to have the 


‘asbestos torn down and a safer plant constructed. Asbestos is a 


cause of cancer. But the health’of the workers comes last to 
this Trade Union. en 

The other unions are no better. The love affair between 
guvernment and the Public Union has turned that once 
militent body into a tame pussy cat. No wonder victimization 
and fear of victimization is so rampant today - the’ Trade 
Wnions are too docile. 
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BRIEFS 


PUP MEETING--~Delegates of the People's United Party from the 28 constituencies 
met at Independence Hall last Saturday afternoon, A spokesman for the party 
informed THE BELIZE TIMES that the political leaders reviewed the work of the 
party over the past year and in a business session discussed plans and pro=- 
grammes for the coming year. The Central Party Council is the highest policy 
body of the PUP, which meets regularly in accordance with the Party's Consti- 
tution, The Council was addressed by the Party Leader Rt Hon George Price 
and Parliamentary Leader, Hon Florencio Marin, The business session was 
conducted by Party Chairman Said Musa, [Text] [Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES 
in English 1 Feb 87 p 1] /9274 


SWEDISH ENVOY~-Belmopan, Wed,, Jan 14--This morning at Belize House in Belmopan 
the new Ambassadcr of Sweden to Belize presented his credentials to the Gover- 
nor General, The new Swedish non-resident Ambassador is His Excellency Mr 
Lennart Klackenberg, He was presented to the Governor General, Her Excellency 
Dr Dame Minita Gordon by the Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ms Perla Perdomo, In remarks before presenting his letters of 
credence and the letter of recall of his predecessor, Ambassador Klackenberg 
pledged every effort to maintain and further strengthen the ties of friendship 
and cooperation between Sweden and Belize. He noted that contacts have been 
established between the two countries in the field of electrical power develop- 
ment in Belize, [Excerpt] [Belize City AMANDALA in English 16 Jan 87 p B] 
19274 


STATUS OF FOREIGN RESERVES--Belize's foreign reserves, quoted at $44.8 million 
at the end of November last year, increased to $52.3 million at the end of the 
year, confounding those who had expected that December's Christmas shopping 
would somehow weaken the country's external approved assets. Belize's external 
assets today are almost twice what they were a year ago. Cash in circulation 
at the end of last year amounted to $31,015, or some $3 million more than in 
November. [Text] [Belize City THE REPORTER in English 1 Feb 87 p 14] /9274 
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BRAZIL 


WHITAKER COMMENTS ON FORMATION OF NEW WAR MATERIELS FIRM 
Plans for Orbita 

Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 26 Dec 86 p 16 

[Article by Milton F. da Rocha Filho] 


[Text] Sao Paulo--Orbita, S.A. is more than a new Brazilian weapons factory. 
It is the embryo from which an organization similar to the American NASA, 
which launches satellites and undertakes space missions in the United States, 
will emerge. This statement was made by one of the partners in the new 
enterprise, which will be operational in the course of the first half of 1987. 
He is the president of ENGESA, Jose Luis Whitaker Ribeiro. 


"Orbita is an enterprise which will launch satellites and manufacture 
launching pads and missiles. Brazil is developing the technology for this and 
will also make use of the experience already acquired by the Technical 
Aerospace Center (CTA). This is the path to be pursued,” Whitaker Ribeiro 
explained. 


The government will hold the majority capital interest in the new company, 
since ENGESA will have 40 percent, EMBRAER (controlled by the Ministry of Air) 
40 percent, IMBEL 5 percent (this firm is wnder the control of the Ministry of 
Army), Eska Engineering 11 percent and Parcon-Shares 4 percent. 


The name of this enterprise before it was changed to Orbita was Engemissil. 
It was under the control of ENGESA, in which EMBRAER had minority 
participation, But after a series of meetings, it was decided to expand the 
goals of Engemissil and it was transformed into Orbita, S.A. This had already 
been decided at the end of last November, 


The main purpose of Orbita is to develop the technology for broad involvement 
in space activities and the production of missiles. In fact, the new 
enterprise just recently established has practically developed a long-range 
missile, This new weapon developed naturally out of the space rockets 
launched at Barreira do Inferno in Rio Grande do Norte. 


But what Orbita plans is to win the communications or meteorological satellite 
launching market at a much lower cost than that achieved to date by the 
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Americans or the French, Each satellite launching from the Challenger costs 
U.S. $50 million, while the cost of the French Ariadne averages U.S. $30 
million, 


What will reduce the cost of satellite launchings for Orbita is the location 
of the launching base in Alcantara, in Maranhao. 


"This launching base is a real window to the sky. The Alcantara base is in an 
ideal location, and the weather in that region is good throughout the year. 
With a site such as this, launching costs are reduced. We will have lower 
costs than the Americans or the French," Whitaker said. 


But he warns that "We must make rapid preparations to win this rocket 
launching market, because a new competitor is emerging--the Chinese. They are 
already preparing for launching. We have the technology and the rockets for 
this purpose. In a short time we will have established the conditions needed 
for a launching in Alcantara, We are also in a position to produce launching 
pads and an endless variety of missiles. The technologies developed in Brazil 
must be maintained, Our products are highly sophisticated," he explained. 


Initially Orbita will produce missiles such as the Leo (antitank) and the Mol 
(for aerial combat), while a third missile is being developed. These are 
strategic weapons. The Mol has already been developed on the basis of the 
Piranha missile developed by the CTA in Sao Jose dos Campos. 


The Mol will be the missiie used to equip the AMX (the military combat jet 
produced by EMBRAER in association with Italian manufacturers). The new 
missile has already been tested successful ly in the Cachimbo region, where the 
Air Force carries out its test shots. 


The president of ENGESA, which has 40 percent control of Orbita, believes that 
"This chance for Brazil to become a satellite launcher must not be lost. We 
must take advantage of it, among other things because it will bring other 
technological developments in the future." 


From the point of view of EMBRAER, Orbita is a business preparation for the 
future. 


ENGESA Refuses Contracts 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 16 Dec 86 p 22 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Sao Paul o--The ENGESA is refusing new export contracts because the 


foreign exchange rate and the operational cost of the enterprise are out of 
sync, the president of that enterprise, Jose Luis Whitaker Ribeiro, stated 
yesterday. He emphasized that the suppliers of the enterprise have increased 
the prices on their goods between 40 and 45 percent, 


Whitaker said that the most obvious examples of this situation are the prices 
of axles, on which the price has gone up 70 percent, and the price of brakes, 
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up 200 percent, along with the increases in telephone prices and the 
electrical energy rates, apart from the establishment of the tax on travel. 


ENGESA is a national enterprise engaged mainly in export, and in the end it 
has become one of those most threatened by the recent economic measures, 
according to Whitaker. 


The president of the company believes that for this reason, the government 
should approve some measures to promote the reactivation of the sectors whose 
exports have been discouraged, 


"We have some contracts with foreign companies which we cannot fulfill, and we 
are already suffering losses. We cannot cancel the contracts because we mst 
avoid losing our clients, and we have to absorb the losses. However, we are 
not accepting new contracts. 


"It took years of struggle to create export markets. We cannot lose them now, 
without further ado." Whitaker said that not even all of the new contracts 
proposed can be rejected, Others, however, will have to be set aside so that 
the losses will not accumulate to the point of threatening the life of the 
enterprise significantly. The president of ENGESA said that his firm is 
currently selling armaments to 35 countries, and the firm's order book is 
filled for the next 2 years. He further said that ENGESA has options for the 
sale of the Osorio heavy armored vehicle at sums of up to U.S. $2.5 billion 
(36.3 billion cruzados). These are sales on installment terms. "We cannot 
incur losses. The authorities must pay attention to this fact," Whitaker 
emphasized. 


The president of the ENGESA emphatically denied that his firm has any sales 
contract with or has made any exports to Iran. These are false reports, he 
said. 
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BRAZIL 


PCB DEFENDS GOVERNMENT AGAINST BUSINESSMEN, SUPPORTS PMDB 
Consistency and Action Demanded 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Jan 87 p 2 


[Text] The Brazilian Communist Party (PCB) yesterday proclaimed that there 
are “reactionary forces" which are preparing a coup against the democratic 
regime, and it accused the president of the Sao Paulo State Federation of 
Industries (FIESP), Mario Amato, of being one of those favoring such a move. 
The national board of the PCB also demanded that the PMDB show consistency in 
defending the government and the Social Pact and opposing the "forces which 
favor a coup.” The PCB was the first party to defend the government 
officially in the polemic with businessmen. 


“At this delicate moment in our national life, the threats to the stability of 
the government and the democratic transition are becoming more acute,” the 
official party communique distributed in Sao Paulo yesterday warned. "The 
statements (concerning possible civil disobedience by businessmen) made by Mr 
Mario Amato, a notorious reactionary, clearly expressed the interests of the 
sectors which sabotaged the First Cruzado Plan... Now, in view of the 
economic difficulties the country is experiencing, they are adopting attitudes 
which are not only a threat to the present incipient democratic order, but 
also have implications in terms of a coup. Once again they are emerging from 
the shadows to plot against freedom and democracy," the communique charged. 


Roberto Freire, a federal deputy from Pernambuco (PCB), speaking on behalf of 
the national board of the party, was even more emphatic in his charges against 
Mario Amato, and he ws categorical in his demand that the PMDB show 
consistency. "Who should have given support to the government during the 
economic crisis? Who should have aided it with the Pact?" Freire asked. 
"The PMDB" was his answer, and he noted that it is the communists who are 
playing this role, 


"In view of this economic crisis, the government cannot stop at words, but 
must have very strong political support. And it is the PMDB which mst commit 
itself to the policy of the government. The party must be the political tool 
of support. And support is not a public opinion poll which measures the level 
of the president's popularity," the communist deputy said. 





"The truth is that democracy in the country has not been consolidated,” the 
PCB communique said in its analysis, "The negotiation of a political-social 
pact which will ensure economic development and better wage, labor and living 
conditions is the real alternative for dealing with the economic impasse and 
ensuring the stability of the Sarney government and the democratic transition. 
It will mean the defeat of the forces which are urging a coup," the communique 
suggested. 


According to Deputy Roberto Freire, the "great party," as the PCB is known, is 
the only one of the political forces in the country which understands the 
current process of transition toward democracy and is trying to act 
consistently along the path to socialism. As a result, the deputy explained, 
his party supports the Social Pact, defends the efforts of the government to 
overcome the current domestic economic and foreign-debt crisis, and denounces 
the plotting of any coup. 


Freire recalled that it was his party which drafted the entire strategy of the 
former MDB and the PMDB for the transition from a military regime to a 
democracy. This transition, according to Freire, is continuing, and the 
“great party" will continue to draft the national political paths. 


Alliance with Government 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 11 Jan 87 p 2 


[Text] Meeting in the Municipal Chamber beginning yesterday, the leadership 
of the PCB is scheduled to conclude its meeting today with two basic 
conclusions, There will be a major renewal of the national board and the 
executive officers of the party, to be elected at the congress scheduled for 
May, but the communist position in support of the PMDB and the Sarney 
government will not be altered. Mentioned as candidates to replace Giocondo 
Dias as president of the PCB, the present secretary general, Hercules Correia, 
and the federal deputy elected for Pernambuco, Roberto Freire, denied that 
there is a "presidential race," noting that this party is different from the 
others. 


Hercules Correia made a point of stating that in the PCB, any member who 
fought personal ly for the presidency would encounter a number of types of 
problems which would exert pressure such as to make him seem "idiotic." "No 
one should fight to win posts in the PC, but rather should be placed there," 
he explained. He praised Giocondo Dias and said that if he is replaced, it 
will only be for health reasons. Roberto Freire followed the same line of 
reasoning, denying that there are any internal divisions involved in the 
battle for the presidency. He said that differences are natural and healthy, 
but it is a concern of the PCB to avoid the formation of factions, which would 
readily occur if individual candidacies were to develop. Apart from this, he 
recalled, in communist circles, those who wage an obvious battle may find 
themselves exc luded. 


Hercules, more emphatically, and Roberto Freire, making some concessions, 
expressed the belief that support of the PMDB and the Sarney government shculd 
continue. Hercules is even convinced that the proposal of some groups opposed 
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to this strategy, mainly since the communist failure in the elections, has no 
chance of approval at the meeting this weekend, much less at the congress in 
May. "General ly speaking, desiring something does not mean being able to 
achieve it," he said. In his view, the country has a"“democratic situation” 
but not a “democratic regime," and it is maintained solely by the Sarney 
government. Therefore, he thinks, the PCB should continue to give its support 
to the current government. And more than that, he is a relentless critic of 
Gov Leonel Brizola's suggestion that Sarney resign, because he believes that 
this would “weaken stability." 


Roberto Freire, however, is open to what he calls some “adaptations” to the 
new balance of forces which will emerge in the country with the inauguration 
of the newly elected governors. According to him, the party may oppose the 
government in some situations, as happened during the general strike on the 
12th, or it might even expand its support of the national leadership. 
"Without a doubt, it was the most democratic government faction which wor the 
elections, that is to say the PMDB, while the more conservative one, the PFL, 
was defeated. In this connection, it is possible that there will be a change 
in the balance of forces, which will only come clear in the first months of 
the administration,” he commented. Apart from that, the deputy recalled, one 
must know what the role of the communists in the state governments will be. 
He stated that "This is what we in Pernambuco are demanding." 


In his opinion, a definition will only emerge after the congress scheduled to 
be held in the second half of May in Sao Paulo. In February, discussions will 
begin on the base organizational level. The key political documents on the 
direction the PCB will pursue will be produced at the meeting this weekend. 
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BRAZIL 


1987 COFFEE EXPORTS EXPECTED TO YIELD U.S. $2.8 BILLION 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 11 Jan 87 p 40 
[Article by Robson Pereira] 


[Text] With the general guidelines for the coffee policy established, both 
producers and exporters are beginning to make their calculations and are 
already risking the first estimates on coffee exports for this year. Their 
expectation is that sales on the foreign market should reach about U.S. $2.8 
billion, which would represent a 19 percent increase in foreign exchange 
income over the U.S. $2.35 billion earned last year, when almost 10 million 
sacks of the product (the worst performance since 1942) were shipped. 


Before breaking down these figures, however, the exporters prefer to wait "a 
few days" in order to observe the reaction on the foreign market to the 
measures announced by the government this week. Thus far neither the New York 
stock market nor that in London have clearly signaled any rise in prices. 


At most, the measures will contribute to stabilizing prices. The current 
quotations remain at about U.S. $1.20 per pound, but it is expected that they 
may go up to U.S. $1.50 quickly, although even so they would remain 
considerably below the U.S. $1.96 per pound weight reported 3 months ago. 


Confidence in the normalization of foreign sales is voiced by the president of 
the Santos Trade Association, Antonio Manoel de Carvalho. In his view, 
however, this is only likely to occur beginning in March. 


Rio de Janeiro Coffee Trade Center Executive Director Carlos Alberto de 
Andrade Pinto, shares this view about export development in this year's 
first quarter. He notes that the government-established level, equivalent to 
1,800 cruzados per sack today, "is competitive” on the foreign market. 


However, he foresees "some difficulties for the country, mainly in connection 
with the fact that the IBC lacks credibility in the eyes of the importers." 


As to the government announcement that it will buy “all of the coffee 
available on the market, paying 2,650 cruzados per sack on demand (2,150 
cruzados net to the producer), the director of the Coffee Trade Center said he 
is “extremely skeptical." 
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Warnings 


On the production side, apart from the "unsatisfactory" aspect of the "lag" in 
the liberation of the basic cost values (VBC)--for the first time in the 
history of coffee production this measure was approved almost 4 months late, 
and the resources are still not available in the bank--the main current 
criticism has to do with the "explosion" of interest rates on financing for 
marketing. 


From the level of 0.80 percent per month (10 percent per year) 70 days ago, 
the rates spiraled upward dizzyingly, reaching the 15.5 percent per month 
level on Friday (the Bank of Brazil itself charged a rate of 12 percent that 
day), or 464 percent per year. "This is an intolerable level, and if the 
government does not resolve this issue as speedily as possible, we will bring 
30,000 to 40,000 coffee growers to Brasilia to demonstrate that we are not 
going to go bankrupt without reacting," the president of the National Coffee 
Council (CNC), Jaime Miranda, warned during a meeting with representatives of 
the sector in Sao Paulo on Friday. Tomorrow the CNC will send a lengthy 
document drafted during the meeting to Minister of Finance Dilson Funaro and 
Minister of Industry and Commerce Jose Hugo Castelo Branco, along with a 
request for an “emergency meeting.” 


Generally speaking, in this document, which was also signed by several farm 
federations, the Santos Trade Association, the Rio Coffee Trade Center and 
dozens of rural unions throughout the country, the CNC set forth a "summary of 
the errors committed by the IBC in the past year" and an analysis of the 
recent steps taken by the government, but it did not adopt a clear position on 
the rise in interest rates. However, this matter will be discussed privately 
with Ministers Funaro and Castelo Branco and the discussion should focus on 
two basic proposals: either a temporary subsidy ("for 90 or 120 days") for 
the sector or the linking of rates to the variations in Central Bank notes 
(LBCs). 
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CHILE 


TEITELBOIM SPEAKS OF NEW METHODS AGAINST DICTATORSHIP 
PY042254 Moscow in Spanish to Chile 2130 GMT 24 Jan 87 


["Excerpts" of speech by Volodia Teitelboim, member of Chilean Communist 
Party, on the 65th anniversary of the Chilean Communist Party on 16 January 
in Moscow] 


[Text] The rebellion of the masses is obviously a rebellion against the 
dictatorship; it is the most effective way of fighting it. The methods are 
the same, but they have been applied in a different manner. Even though the 
circumstances have changed, the traditional methods used by the people and 
the working class are still valid. They have been applied by parties, unions, 
neighborhoods, students, women, university students, and intellectuals, 

who have added their demands to the central political goal, which is to end 
(?terrorism). 


It is clear, however, that it will be impossible to reach that objective 
using only those methods. The people learned this lesson between 1973 and 
1980. It is, therefore, necessary to innovate and meet the new demands, 

in order to successfully confront the savagery of a dictatorship that claims 
to have changed the course of Chilean history. 


During the confrontation, new methods [word indistinct] were created. These 
new methods do not reflect a whimsical imagination but the experience, the 
needs, the skills, and let us say, the intelligence and creativity of the 
masses. Thus, the people, particularly the poor, the employed and unemployed 
workers, the organizations of relatives of missing detainees, the women, 

the students, the intellectual class, and the more progressive youth sectors, 
began to promote civil disobedience. The expression civil disobedience has 
been used even by some outstanding Christian Democratic Party leaders. 


This is how the protests were born. The people built barricades and fire 
barriers, for the first time the very foundations of the dictatorship were 
shaken, because the persistent and simultaneous action of the masses is the 
only force that can undermine and terminate the regime. 


There was still another topic, however; it was the need to fill what the 
Communist Party, in a self-critical approach, has called the historical vacuum. 
The problem began a long time ago. Latin America has been the traditional 
target of military dictatorships. Since we were children we have been taught 
that Chile was an exception to that rule. As [name indistinct] put it, we were 
the British of Latin America. 
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All of us believed in that fairy tale, and it was very painful to wake up. 
After the military coup, the incessant question was: Why couldn't Salvador 
Allende's constitutional government defend itself? We began to look for the 
answer but not because we wanted to review the past; more than anything else 
we wanted to think about the present and how to end the fascist dictatorship, 
with a view toward the future, trying to guarantee that the generations to 
come will never experience the same tragedy. 


Such are the deep and calm reflections of communists. They do not think only 
about themselves; they take into account the interests of the people, of the 
nation. Democracy should now be concerned about the future. This is the 
target of politicians, of Chilean revolutionaries, and of all progressive 
forces. 


We should not forget that Pinochet, with his regime and his Constitution, wants 
to remain in power for an indefinite period. The entire opposition should bear 
this in mind, and the entire opposition should oppose the perpetuation of the 
tyranny. 


The tyrant built his den in the Gabriela Mistral building, which he christened 
Diego Portales. La Moneda, however, was not reconstructed after the air raids. 
Pinochet ("discharged") 50 percent of the Army and, to protect the olygarchy, 
he created the National Guard after the [words indistinct] militias. 


After the short-lived Socialist Republic of 1932, the rightist sector assembled 
a 50,000-man paramilitary army, which was called the [words indistinct] militias. 


Now, they are rending their clothes because the people, who have been so cruelly 
betrayed and massacred, are finally learning, little by little and step by step, 
but not without blunders, the lesson and think that they must pay attention 

to the fact that the people, who have the right but lack the force, are being 
crushed by an ultrareactionary minority, who do not have the right but have 

the force. The people have a right to self-defense. Would it have been a 

crime to have saved the lives of the 20,000 Chileans murdered by Pinochet and 
his goons by the reason of the unreasonableness of the fact that only murderers 
possess weapons? Would it have been a crime to have prevented the throat 
cutting of Tucapel Jimenez, Jose Manuel Parada, Manuel Guerrero, and 

Santiago Nattino? Would it have been a crime to have prevented the kidnapping 
of the 2,500 missing people or the torching of the youths Rodrigo Rojas and 
Carmen Quintana? Is it mandatory to bow your head so that whenever Mr Pinochet 
wishes he can order it cut off? Who can object to the right to a legitimate 
defense which, furthermore, is included in the laws of all the countries of 

the world? 


Rebellion is a right that has been accepted for thousands of years. St. Thomas 
accepted it. He said that it is acceptable if it is the only way to achieve 

the replacement of an illegitimate government with a government that respects 
the true law, and facts have demonstrated that this is now the only way in 
Chile. By the way, those who staged the military coup in 1973 resorted to 
rebellion, and the civilians who supported or sympathized with the coup endorsed 
that rebellicn. Now, they are rending their clothes. 
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It is not a matter of choosing other methods. Any method is good and accept- 
abie as long as the goal of liberating Chile is achieved. The Brazilian, 
Uruguayan, and Argentine solution cannot be similarly applied in our country 
because of the autocratic nature of the dictatorship, featured by a tyrant 
who only pursues his will. 


The right to rebel is included in the universal declaration of human rights 
itself. We are not asking the Christian Democrats to struggle as the 
communists are struggling, or to make the same sacrifices or to expose 
themselves to the same risks. What we are asking, and their rank and file 
surely are asking the same thing, is that they struggle against the dictator- 
ship and not against the opposition, which is waging an all-out war against 
the dictatorship. 


We are also asking for some consistency. Many Christian Democrats have 
privately expressed their regret that the attempt on Pinochet's life failed. 
In the end, to free Chile from a criminal, who humanity considers one of the 
worst monsters of the 20th century and who is blamed for the killing of 
thousands of Chileans, means saving many Chileans in the future and preventing 
him from continuing his wild murdering. 


Everyone in Chile is now exposed to being eliminated by the dictatorship. An 
action seeking to guarantee the peoples’ lives is not terrorism, but anti- 
terrorism because the goal is to end the one who is unleashing terror and 
implementing violence and to restore peace and tranquillity to the people and 

the entire nation. For centuries, illustrious essayists have defended the right 
to resist murderers. The people have the right to combat and overthrow a tyrant. 
These were essential principles and basic tools used to achieve U.S. independence 
and without them Chile would have been unable to liberate itself from Spanish 
domination. 


On 11 September 1973, Salvador Allende, who was not a soldier but a doctor, 
bravely died inside La Moneda Palace, which was aflame, wielding a sub- 
machinegun and wearing a helmet. On 7 September 1986, the captain general 
escaped as a coward. On 7 September, the Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front 
[FPMR] gave him a good scare. Youths of various political parties--of course, 
communist youths also--are FPMR members. The thing that they all have in common 
is that all of them are revolutionaries and are willing to pay any price to 
recover freedom in Chile. 


Of course, this decision was not suitable for the pacifist, so to say, [name 
indistinct] and his goons, but is applauded by the Chilean people and deserves 
the admiration to which are entitled those who offered their lives to put an 
end to the kingdom of massacre in Chile. 


On those days of the Cajon del Maipo action, in Las Vizcachas, we were in 
Paris and som: journalists asked for my opinion of the action. 


For Chileans, the attempt on Pinochet's life meant both joy and frustration. 
Frustration because it is obvious that if that bloody beast had died, the main 
problem for 10 million Chileans would have ended. Joy because the action 
demonstrated that Chileans will not resign themselves to die as slaves. 
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Vis-a-vis u government of death, a tyranny that closes all doors, one must 
champion the legitimate right to self-defense. 


I have always believed in the struggle of the masses and in political 
sclutions, and I continue believing in them as basic factors. However, I 
cannot but admit, as is the case with 90 percent of Chileans, that I would 


have liked to have seen the long Calvary of a nation that wants democracy 
and end on 7 September 1986. 


/8309 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


CTC PRESIDENT TENDERS RESIGNATION--Brigadier General Sergio Cadenasso, chairman 
of the board of the Chilean Telephone Company [CTC], has tendered his resigna- 
tion for exclusively personal reasons. According to CTC sources, Brig Gen 
Sergio Cadenasso requested permission to leave his position almost a month ago. 
Cadenasso presented his request to General Fernando Hormazabal, minister vice 
president of CORFO [Production Development Corporation], who granted him 
permission to leave the chairmanship after the next shareholders meeting is held. 
The reasons for Cadenasso's resignation were personal. The Lower Court ruling 
against the CTC, in the dispute with (Mankewitz) Telephone Company, has nothing 
to do with Cadenasso's personal decision. According to the CTC sources, the 
dispute on whether or not the CTC will have to pay the (Mankewitz) Company 

$14 million started in 1982, béfore Cadenasso became CTC president. Meanwhile, 
the CTC is taking all the appropriate legal actions concerning this Lower Court 
ruling. [Text] [Santiago Domestic Service in Spanish 0930 GMT 17 Jan 87] /8309 


POLITICAL LEADERS REJECT LAW--(Rodrigo Rojas), a member of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Chile; and (Hernan del Canto), a member of the 
directorate of the Chilean Socialist Party, have condemned the so-called new law 
against Chilean political organizations decreed by the Pinochet regime. In 
statements to the CDR press, the Chilean leaders said that the law in question-- 
which is to be implemented 11 March--is aimed at neutralizing leftist political 
organizations, which are banned from carrying out any legal activities whatso- 
ever. [Text] [Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 14 Feb 87] /8309 
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GRENADA 


BLAIZE VOWS NOT TO QUIT; SENATE RESIGNEE COMMENTS 
Response to Paper's Demand 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Feb 87 p 17 


[Text } 


ST GEORGE'S, Sun- 
day (CANA) — Prime 
Minister Herbert 
Blaize has told Grena- 
dians he intends to 
remain in office until 
they decide other- 
wise. 

Blaize. in his weekly 
radio broadcast Friday, 
was apparently respond- 
ing to calls from a local 
newspaper for him to 
step down and allow an- 


New National Party 
(NNP) to take over the 


leadership. 

The weekly Crenadi- 
an Voice in a front-page 
editorial this weekend 
blamed the failure of 69- 
year-old Blaize to change 
his “old attitude” for the 
internal squabbling pla- 
guing the NNP Govern- 
ment. 

“Be assured that 
while I am in govern- 


my behalf. I would do it 
for you until vou don't 
wish mé to do it anv- 
more,” he said. 

The Prime Minister 
reminded the nation that 
he has “the authority 
and the responsibility” 
to run the government 
on their behalf. 

Blaize led the NNP to 
a landslide victory in the 
December 1984 general 
elections which restored 





other _ parliamentarian constitutional  govern- 


t. I don't) propose th ft | 

acceptable to other or ment here after nearly 

apuere of the ruling anybody outside to do it five years of non-elected 
’ (run the government) on Marxist rule. 


Knight Resignation 
FL112352 Bridgetown CANA in English 1722 GMT 11 Feb 87 


[Text] St Georges, 11 Feb (CANA)--Former Grenada Government Minister Derek 
Knight has resigned from the Senate, 


Knight in his resignation letter to the President of the Senate said it was 
becoming clear that the Senate is not performing and does not appear able to 
carry out two of its most important functions, 


The opposition senator listed these as a review of legislation coming from 
the House of Representatives and obtaining accurate information from govern- 
ment on matters of public interest, 


Knight also said that recent changes in the political arena do not hold out 
any hope for a shift in this scenario, 


“For me, therefore, the time has come when I should step aside and make way 


for others, Accordingly, I tender my resignation from the Senate with immed- 
iate effect," he said, 
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Knight, who served as a minister without portfolio under the Fric Gairy gov- 
ernment, was appointed a senator last year by opposition leader Marcel Peters. 


Former government ministers Albert Forsythe and Oliver Raeburn are now the 
only two opposition senators in the Grenada Parliament. 


Opposition Unity Efforts 


St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 31 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text] 


THE disparate elements in the 
Opposition in the Grenada House of 
Representatives are holding talks 
with a view to uniting and 
becoming more efective in dealing 
with issues arising in the House 
and in Government. Honourable 
Phinsley St. Louis, Member for St. 
George's South, who resigned from 
the New National Party last year, 
confirmed to GRENADIAN VOICE 
that he and the Honourable Kenny 
Lalsingh, Member for St. Patrick's 
West, who also resigned from the 
party, before St. Louis, when he 
was put on suspension, had reached 
agreement and discussions had also 
been held with present Leader of the 
Opposition, Honourable Marcel 
Peters. A further meeting is to be 
held between the three next week 
Tuesday, but, whether or not Peters 
comes to agreement with the other 
two, it is likely that a move will be 
made for St. Louis to take over 
leadership of the Opposition in 
Parliament. 

Up to the present time, however, 
the union stops short of political 
union. But, meanwhile, St. Louis 
is in the process of promoting a 
new political organisation to be 
called ONE - Organisation for 


[9274 
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National Equality. St. Louis told 
the VOICE that he is concerned that 
the country has not yet come to the | 
unity that is essential for it to 
achieve its maximum potential and 
those to whom such a charge was 
entrusted have failed to live up to 
expectations and have failed to 
create ONE people, ONE nation. 

St. Louis said the time is long 
past, when 'L' for labour, should be 
scen as the magic Icttcr and word, 


which necds to be included in the 
name of every party, in an effort to 
sehone against the other. He said 
that there certainly was the time 
when workers. were exploited and 
oppressed by employers but that 
labour had now become so strong 
that, if anything, the shoe was now 
on the other foot. He, thercfore, 


would like to see a new political 
organisation which could become 
an umbrella for bringing together 
people of different backgrounds and 
different views but who have as 
their uniting force the development 
of the country and the fulillment oif 
the dreams of the pcople. 





GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


GAIRY ATTACK ON GOVERNMENT-~-St George's, Saturday (CANA)--Former Prime Minis- 
ter Sir Eric Gairy, who led Grenada into Independence from britain in 1974, 
today said the island was going backward under the Blaize administration. In 
an independence anniversary message, the Opposition Grenada United Labour 
Party (GULP) leader mentioned products like soap and coconut oil which he said 
were being imported, indicating the country could produce these items, "The 
most evident display of independence within the present administration is the 
struggle for independence of ministers and self which, of course, must result 
in blatant disunity in govermment which again, must produce chaos and general 
retrogression for our nation," he said, referring to reported infighting with- 
in the government, Gairy's administration was ousted in a 1979 leftist coup, 
[Text] [Porteof-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 8 Feb 87 p 15] /9274 


ANTI-CRIME MEASURES--St George's, Saturday (CANA)--Grenada police have 
sanctioned a neighbourhood crime watch in the well-to-do Lance Aux Epines 

area in the south of the island which has reported an upsurge in crime, The 
watch committee was formed last night at a meeting involving Police Commission- 
er Russel Toppin and about 40 residents, Toppin appeared to suggest that 
leftist elements might be behind the recent spate of violent crimes in the 
country. He said that some persons were trying to take Grenada back to where 
it was a few years ago, an apparent reference to political turbulence during 
the latter days of the 1979-83 leftist regime. He said the committee wax: a 
pilot project which if successful could lead to the formation of similar groups 
throughout Grenada, '"We don't want to have any situation where people would 
feel that they have to become vigilantes because that's a very dangerous thing," 
he said, "We hope that you can work with the police and together we would 

be able to solve our problem," he added, Toppin also reported a 65.8 per- 
cent increase in crime on the island last year, compared with 1985. [Text ] 
[Port~of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 8 Feb 87 p 15] /9274 


SALE OF PUBLIC FIRMS--St George's, Sunday (CANA)--The Grenada Government is 
planning to sell 11 of the country's 29 public companies to the private sector 
according to a World Bank report. The Washingtonwbased financial institution 
said the decision which should have begun to take effect last year was taken 

at a Cabinet meeting in November 1985, The Bank said in a report that the gov- 
ernment holdings in two state-owned commercial banks would gradually be offcr- 
ed to the public, [Text] [Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Feb 87 

p 16) /9274 
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HONDURAS 


ASSESSMENTS OF AZCONA'S FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE 

Favorable Review by TRIBUNA 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 5 
[Editorial: "Presidential Report" ] 


[Text] Very few people will read the complete text of President Azcona's 
report on his first year in office. The section that he read at the opening 
session of Congress is just the introduction. The report is a complete 
rundown of the activities carried out by the various ministries. 


Unfortunately, the administration has had a great deal of trouble publicizing 
its accomplishments. The president's report on his first year in office did 
not convince many either. Whoever drafted it for him took a very poor 
approach. They alternated between idealistic phrases and stereotyped language 
in mentioning very specific projects (roads, teaching jobs, health care 
centers) and gave the impression that other areas have been ignored. 


A presidential report to the National Congress must necessarily be a more 
political address, emphasizing major overall decisions and accomplishments in 
the various areas of government and eloquently covering the various areas of 
national life. But what is the president supposed to do when the people whom 
he appoints for this purpose hand him this sort of speech? Even so, the 
presence of the chief executive and the good faith and honesty that he 
projects when he addresses the Honduran people are always gratifying. 


We cannot say, reading the complete report, that Azcona's first year was a 
failure nor that his material accomplishments were nil. The report mentions 
many major achievements. Above all, according to the indices, economic growth 
reached 3 percent; the budget deficit shrank by 1.5 percent; our international 
reserves expanded by 30 million lempiras; inflation remained under control; 
and exports rose by 16 percent while imports were up only 4 percent. 


Several ministries were active, completing and unveiling projects that were 
left over from the previous administration. Others, such as the Ministry of 
the Presidency, are plainly for decoration only. What they are said to be 
doing is comparable to the work of an insignificant government office. 
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President Azcona's good intentions during his first year were largely scuttled 
by the fact that almost all his close collaborators devoted themselves to 
partisan politics while neglecting their administrative functions. This led 
to a widespread consensus that the cabinet was ineffective and incompetent. 
The president, however, has chosen to keep on supporting the political group 
surrounding him. He has even said that he would put his hand into the fire 
for them, at the risk of being scorched from head to foot. 


Even so, Azcona is aware that his team has left him by himself and in his new 
year's message stated: "I have also asked all of my collaboraters in my 
administration to devote themselves entirely to the responsibilities of the 
job or post that they hold, not to let any secondary interest distract them 
from these obligations and not to use their positions for purposes other than 
the government's projects and programs." He also promised to keep his finest 
men and women "under strict control" this year. 


But just look at how things stand, Mr President. Your collaborators are 
paying you no heed. Just see how they are making you look bad and even break 
your word. There goes the minister of the presidency again with another 
throng of high-level public servants wanting to organize the "Rodista 
orthodoxy." According to him, since his plan to push William into the Central 
Executive Committee failed, the old Rodistas are now going to blindly 
accompany him in fulfilling his personal ambitions. One never hears this 
fellow and the group around him say anything about the economy, public 
administration or anything of the sort. They are up to their ears in politics 
and are using the administration's resources accordingly. 


Do you really think then, Mr President, that your new year's message, in which 
you promise to keep them under control is going to amount to anything? Who is 
in charge in the administration? Them or you? 


The country can no longer endure another 6 months wasted through the fault of 
those millstones around your neck. 


Congress President Montoya ‘Encouraged' 


Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] Carlos Montoya, the president of the Congress and a presidential 
candidate, voiced the opinion that the first year of the current 
administration was marked by difficult conditions, inasmuch as it worked with 
a budget that the previous administration had drafted and was faced with a 
huge deficit and a mounting conflict in the region. 


He felt, however, that President Jose Azcona's report on his first year in 
office was encouraging because the mechanisms for peace have been preserved 
and government funds have been expanded, which suggests that’ the 
administration's performance will improve. 


One of the neglected areas was farm production, he indicated, including 


specific development poles. Moreover, a decision should be made on a strategy 
for the Sula Valley, the Choluteca River basin, the Juticalpa and Comayagua 
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basins and other important sites in the west. These efforts should be given 
priority in the short and medium term. 


Montoya stated that political activity would not intensify and hamper 
administration efforts, except during the early months of the year, owing to 
the elections within the Liberal Party. He felt that in general the 
administration would perform better in 1987. 


He felt that the Liberal Party elections would create a climate of unity and 
political action outside the administration, recalling that the Electoral Law 
requires civil servants to devote themselves exclusively to their government 
jobs. 


Maradiaga Calls Performance ‘Positive’ 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] The iarst year of President Jose Azcona's administration has _ been 
positive, in spite of all the adversities it has had to face, said 
presidential hopeful Jorge Roberto Maradiaga. 


He recalled that people were cautioning during the election campaign that 
whoever was elected president was going to be faced with a series of problems 
stemming more perhaps from what was going on in the world at large than in 
Honduras, which has to endure the fallout from such worsening conditions. 


Another reason that Azcona's performance has not been as good as he would have 
liked is the prevailing situation in Central America, which has a direct 
impact on the economies of these countries. 


"In any event," he added, "the accomplishments in this regard are 
praiseworthy, and we should feel proud that at least we have been able to get 
along with the Nicaraguans, even though some attempts to cause trouble have 
been made. Good sense has prevailed, however." 


One of this administration's most serious problems, according to Maradiaga, is 
unemployment. It has been unable to tackle it as effectively as it would have 
liked because as the country's number one employer, the government has_ been 
unable to absorb the yearly increase in the work force. In addition, private 
enterprise has played a practically insignificant role in hiring workers. 


This year, he indicated, the jobless problem could worsen, inasmuch as the 
population keeps on growing and the economy remains at a_ standstill. In 
general, however, he felt that President Azcona has devoted himself to running 
the country and abandoned the previous administration's practice of trying to 
manipulate political parties. 


Maradiaga asserted that the most serious problems that the current 
administration has to tackle are unemployment and education. He cited the 
Education Ministry's figure that 7,000 teachers are seeking jobs and that 
there are only 400 openings. Moreover, illiteracy is not declining, and the 
truancy and dropout rate is rising. 
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He advised that above all education policy has to be reassessed and brought in 
line with the constitution, which calls for compulsory free schooling. 


The same goes for health care, and we must also not forget the agrarian 
reform, which has become so politicized. In his judgment, these are the three 
areas that deserve priority attention from the administration. 


UNAH Rector Demands ‘Action' 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 15 


[Text] "Rather than as a political party activist, I contend as a Honduran 
that Jose Azcona Hoyo's administration has managed with great difficulty to 
achieve objectives that are commendable for the Honduran cause," said Oswaldo 
Ramos Soto, the rector of UNAH [National Autonomous University of Honduras] 
and a National Party presidential hopeful. 


He indicated that in contrast to what sectors not linked to the administration 
may think, as a Honduran citizen he must state "publicly that the exchange 
rate and, consequently, the country's economic stability have been 
maintained." 


According to Central Bank statistics, economic growth stood at three to four 
percent, inflation was relatively low for a Central American country, the 
budget deficit shrank and international reserves expanded. 


In spite of these accomplishments, however, Ramos Soto indicated that "there 
are still problems that must be tackled urgently and with priority, such as 
high unemployment. In addition, steps must be taken to promote exports." 


Ramos Sotc felt that during his second year the president "should seriously 
consider an overhaul of his cabinet, because there has obviously been a lack 
of teamwork among its main components, and thus a great deal of effort ana 
good will has gone to waste." 


He went on to say that President Azcona has to become convinced that the 
public sector must redouble its efforts to carry out economic programs to 
increase jobs, exports and production. This is "an undertaking in which all 
Hondurans have an obligation to do their share to build, not destroy." 


Ramos Soto said that the cause of the administration's problems has been the 
bitter and at times violent political struggle within the Liberal Party. "It 
has fragmented the administration, introduced partisan rivalries that are 


detrimental to better government and distorted the president's plans and 
goals," he asserted in conclusion 


PDCH on ‘Failed’ Government 


Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 5 
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[Text] The first year of Jose Azcona's administration has not lived up to the 
expectations of the Honduran people, whose hopes have been disappointed, said 
Ruben Palma Carrasco, the president of the PDCH [Honduran Christian Democratic 
Party]. 


He argued that the administration's first year had been a failure and that it 
was very hard to find any positive points to emphasize. 


Both international organizations and domestic institutions, he noted, are 
predicting discouraging years ahead for the Honduran economy. Large’ sectors 
of the Honduran economy have been hurt, and this year will likely be worse 
than last and worse still than previous years. 


The PDCH feels that the administration has not succeeded in furthering gains 
in health care, schooling and the agrarian reform, as the Honduran people were 
expecting; every day the peasants are complaining that the government is not 
spurring agrarian reform and that it is at a standstill. 


"Thus, the country's social problems are becoming more acute every day, and 
the living standards of rural Hondurans are deplorable," he asserted. 


Palma Carrasco indicated that one of the most serious’ problems. is 
unemployment, which has reached the alarming figure of 42 percent of the 
economically active population. 


He also asserted that another mistake of the current administration is its 
foreign policy. He recalled that in his inaugural address the president 
promised “an independent, patriotic and pro-Honduras foreign policy. We have 
seen that theory has not been consistent with practice, and we now have a 
foreign policy that is totally dependent on the United States, which has led 
Honduras into a very difficult situation." 


Moreover, he stated that "President Azcona has not succeeded in putting 
together the excellent team that would enable him to deal successfully with 
the various problems besetting Honduras." 


"Nor has he managed to spell out a development program or a government agenda, 
nor has he _ specified a program of goals for which his administration will 
work," he stated. 


He indicated, furthermore, that "the president has not succeeded in 
controlling his fellow party members, who have irresponsibly begun a _ very 
premature political campaign, thus demonstrating to some degree that he will 
not be able to lift the country up from its backwardness" 


"I think that Azcona has not tried to get his fellow party members to work for 
the interests of the country and to prevent the rift in the Honduran family 
from widening and contaminating other parties," he explained. 


CGT, UNC Score Azcona's Performance 


San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 2 
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[Text] Tegucigalpa--Labor and peasant union leaders have described the first 
year of the Azcona Hoyo administration as not living up to the expectations at 
the time of its inauguration on 27 January 1986. 


Marco Tulio Cruz, the secretary general of the General Central Organization of 
Workers (CGT), contended that "this has been a critical year for us because 
several promised goals have not been achieved." 


He felt that the unemployment rate is rising instead of falling because 
several obstacles prevented job sources from expanding. Meanwhile, there were 
relative gains in health care. In the labor leader's view, the administration 
has failed to strengthen the agrarian reform, and thus thousands of peasants 
are still living in depressing conditions. 


He emphasized that the main cause of the problems has been that Azcona Hoyo 
"has been left somewhat by himself, inasmuch as most of his main collaboratcrs 
have left their jobs to devote themselves to politics." 


He felt that one of the projects that could help the working class is the 
Social Housing Fund. If it were to start up, "it would improve the 
administration's image because it would demonstrate a real interest in seeking 
a solution to one of the biggest problems in our country, where most families 
do not own their own homes." 


What Agrarian Reform? 


Marcial Caballero, the assistant secretary of the National Union of Peasants, 
emphasized that when we weigh the current administration's successes and 
failures, the balance scale tips towards the latter. 


When Azcona Hoyo took office, "a great many promises engendered confidence in 
the people. One year later, unfortunately, we note with concern that politics 
has been the rule." 


According to Caballero Reyes, hunger, malnutrition, unemployment, the housing 
shortage and preventive health care programs are the paramount problems for 
the administration, as well as the bogging down of the agrarian reform. 


"Determination has been lacking in coming up with a development strategy," he 
indicated, noting that among the officials who have acted on Azcona Hoyo's 
aims are the ones in the National Agrarian Institute. 


A Clearer Foreign Policy 
Felicito Avila Ordonez, the assistant secretary of the CGT, described the 
president as a capable man with a desire to work. "But once in power, the 


Liberal Party has acted just like other administrations, as improvisation has 
prevailed." 
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He contended, however, that the first year has been tolerable, even though the 
administration has not really gotten off the ground, because a _ noticeable 
effort has been made to coordinate the activities of government agencies. 


He said that one of the administration's mistakes was to order a hiring and 


wage freeze in government. Congress and the Executive Branch ought to review 
this order. 


Avila Or'‘onez felt that Azcona Hoyo's somewhat clearer foreign policy was a 
positive point, because in his judgment it will help strengthen our democracy. 


He went on to say that the president has shown a willingness to analyze the 
various problems facing the nation together with the representatives of 
economic sectors. 


The CGT assistant secretary said in conclusion, however, that the prospects of 
resolving those problems have bogged down among mid-level officials because 
they are wasting time and engaging in partisan politics. 
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HONDURAS 


1987 COFFEE CROP ESTIMATED AT 1.7 MILLION QUINTALS 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 15 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Honduras will post foreign exchange losses of 217 million 
lempiras in 1987 if the current price of a quintal of coffee, $127, holds 
steady, the deputy minister of foreign trade, Roberto Alvarado Dawning, 
estimated yesterday. 


He said that the latest price reduction to $127 "is worrisome," especially 
because the International Coffee Organization (ICO) remains undecided on 
reestablishing quotas. 


Dawning indicated that the ICO had originally decided that if the price fell 
to under $134 a quintal, the quota system would immediately go into effect; it 
had been suspended last year when world output fell in the wake of frosts in 
Brazil and Colombia, the largest growers. 


Nevertheless, at a recent meeting the ICO decided that if the price dropped to 
under $145, the 50 producing countries and 75 consumer nations would meet to 
negotiate quotas. 


Before the last price drop a meeting was called for late this month in London 
to analyze price patterns and make decisions. 


Alvarado Dawning reported that the consumer countries advocate an across—the- 
board revision of quotas, which could benefit Honduras because the allocations 
are based on production. 


Last year Honduras earned 657 million lempiras in foreign exchange from coffee 
sales. Production this year is expected to hit 1.7 million quintals. 


According to the figures supplied by the deputy minister, at current price 
levels Honduras would take in just 440 million lempiras, a drop of 217 
million, 


Furthermore, he indicated that the situation in coffee growing could get worse 
if the heavy smuggling into neighboring countries continues. According to 
official sources, at least 200,000 quintals have been smuggled out. 
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On the previous Tuesday evening, speaking on behalf of the Armed Forces, 
Commander in Chief Gen Humberto Regalado Hernandez pledged to cooperate in the 
attempt to stop the illegal trade. 


Alvarado said that the ICO quotas are based on production; thus, the coffee 
that is exported illegally would not be reported as domestic production and, 
therefore, there would be less of a chance of securing an appropriate 
allotment when the ICO sets quotas. 


Lastly, Alvarado indicated that it is difficult to predict whether the current 
price of $127 a quintal will hold. He cautioned, however, that at that price 
Honduras would earn 217 million lempiras less than in 1986, 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


ARMY TO TRAIN FUSEP--The Honduran Army will provide tactical training to 
Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula Public Security Force (FUSEP) agents so_ that 
they can thoroughly combat crime, a high-level Armed Forces chief announced 
yesterday. He indicated that this step has been taken in view of the rise in 
crime in the cities of Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula. According to him, the 
army will cooperate with FUSEP in tactics, training and social service, 
inasmuch as the two institutions have a common goal: to safeguard the 
interests of society, he said. He was asked whether army troops would join 
FUSEP owing to the shortage of policemen. He replied that the function of the 
Armed Forces is spelled out in the constitution and that they would not have 
to. In conclusion, he explained that the purpose of the training is to 
upgrade the quality of agents for society's venefit. [Text] [Tegucigalpa LA 
TRIBUNA in Spanish 31 Dec 86 p 3] 8743 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


USSR SOLIDARITY BRIGADE ARRIVES--Soviet and Uruguayan youths have joined two new 
contingents which arrived in Managua yesterday to take part in the coffee harvest- 
ing. The Nikolay Ostrovskiy Brigade consists of 15 Soviet university students 
who left the Aeroflot plane carrying blue knapsacks and wearing blue clothing 
which quickly identified them as members of the group. The detachment is the 
first contingent from the socialist state to mobilize for coffee picking, and 
its members expect to learn how to harvest the beans rapidly, as noted by 
Gennadiy Mikhailov, chief of the brigade, who remarked: "We are not familiar 
with coffee and don't know how it is picked, because we don't grow that product 
in our country; but we shall rapidly assimilate this technique, so as to keep 
up with the other internationalist youth participating in the harvesting." In 
addition to picking coffee, the Soviet students will hold meetings with children 
from the 19 July Socialist Youth and internationalist youths in the country, to 
exchange views. At the same time it is planned to film a documentary about the 
Nicaraguan youth's heroic struggle and the solidarity of the internationalist 
youth, taking advantage of the fact that the Soviet brigade has brought a team 
of film-makers. After they complete their solidary work picking coffee, the 
Soviets will make a contribution to the 19 July Socialist Youth, consisting of 
toys which will, in turn, be donated to the children of combatants. Conveying 
Uruguayan solidarity are 16 youths from the Jose Artigas Brigade, who arrived 
at 0700 hours yesterday, aboard COPA. The young Uruguayans represent different 
social and political, workers, and students organizations, as well as the Uru- 
guayan Committee for Solidarity with Nicaragua. "We are here because we are 
prompted by the feeling of solidarity with Nicaragua; since we think that the 
Sandinist popular revolution is so important that it transcends its own borders,' 
remarked Daniel Bolani, head of the brigade, upon greeting the representatives 
of the 19 July Socialist Youth who arrived to receive them. Nelson Leinos, 
second in command of the contingent, added, for his part, that this is the 
second time that the Jose Artigas Brigade is participating in the coffee pick- 
ing; and reiterated that the Uruguayan solidarity would continue to be shown. 
He announced the presentation of a gift of notebooks, pencils, and medicines, 
which students from his country are sending. [Text] [Managua BARRICADA in 
Spanish 20 Jan 87 p 4] 2909 


BULGARIAN BRIGADE ARRIVES--A total of 15 young Bulgarians, including students, 
professionals, workers, and intellectuals, comprise a solidary contingent that 
arrived in the country yesterday to take part in the coffee harvesting. The 
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enthusiastic young people belong to the Dimitrovian Youth of Bulgaria, and will 
be located at the La Estrella State Production Unit, where they will cut the 
gold bean for 2 consecutive months. The Bulgarian group includes two youths, 

a journalist and a physician, who are taking part in the coffee harvest for the 
second time; because during the last season they also contributed to the pick- 
ing of the reddish bean. Andrey Apostolov, a journalist from the Bulgarian News 
Agency, will have a second experience this year, and thinks that his producti- 
vity will be greater now. He says that, in fact, he will strive to exceed the 
five and a half cans that he collected last year. Plemen Madyozov, the Bulgari- 
an doctor who, in the 1985-86 season, achieved an average productivity of three 
and a half cans, because he was combining productive work with giving medical 
treatment, has the same intention. On the other hand, Todor Zekov, who heads 
the delegation, is an engineer, who will learn this year about the efforts 
expended by the agricultural workers in picking coffee. "We like that aromatic 
product, but we don't know how it is produced," he remarked; confirming the 

fact that the Nicaraguan gold bean is very well received in his country, 

because it is of fine quality. Kolio Kolev, another member of the Bulgarian 
brigade, expressing his pleasure at contributing to the national economy, added, 
for his part: "We realize that the work on the coffee plantations is difficult, 
but we are not afraid. We shall pick. with quantity and quality," he claimed. 
Besides their contribution to the harvesting, the Bulgarian brigade members are 
also the bearers of a gift of toys and educational materials for the children 

in the Georgiy Dimitrov district and the students at the Mejia Vargas National 
Institute located in that same district. [Text] [Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 

15 Jan 87 p 2] 2909 


MEAT PRICE INCREASES NOTED--At a press conference held yesterday, Adan Luis 
Talavera, head of MIDINRA's [Ministry of Agricultural-Livestock Development 

and Agrarian Reform] Livestock Directorate, announced that, starting today, 

new prices will go into effect for meat producers and consumers. The new list 
of prices for the producer stipulates that an animal weighing 180 kilograms 

put into the siaughterhouse, the price of which was about 120,000 cordobas, 
will undergo a price rise to over 132,000 cordobas, with the incentive of 
nearly $5.00 retained. The official explained: "With these new prices, we 

want to even out the rise in costs incurred by the preducer during the summer 
season." He added that, as for prices to the consumer, a pound of meat (at 

the average price) will cost about 827 cordobas at the Enamara stands. The 
official pointed out that the so-called fancy cuts are the ones with a greater 
increase in price. For example, a filet which used to cost 2,500 cordobas will 
have a price rise up to 3,500 cordobas; while the price of liver has increased 
by 50 cordobas. The livestock director announced that, for the first time, 
Enamara will purchase livestock directly from the farms in Regions V and Vi, 

so as to compete with the middlemen, with the state enterprise assuming the 
transportation costs. Talavera declared: "We can claim that illegal slaughter- 
ing has declined by 5 percent." [Text] [Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 
p 1] 2909 


DOUBLING OF MEAT EXPORTS PROJECTED--Adan Luis Talavera, head of MIDINRA's 
General Livestock Directorate, announced that this year's meat export target 
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is 15 million pounds. He remarked: "Last year, we exported 7 million pounds, 
and the increase will enable us to procure foreign exchange that will be 
available to spend on livestock production." The official noted that the 
leading meat markets are associated with Canada, and certain European and 
Asian countries, to which special cuts are sold. He declared: "We must raise 
the quota 30 percent so as to have the same amount of foreign exchange avail- 
able; hence, the blockade hurts us." As for illegal slaughtering, Talavera 
claimed that it had been cut 5 percent, indicating that this is being reflected 
in an increase in the meat offered by Enamara at the distribution posts. He 
observed: "During October, we were not offering the amount of meat that we 

are delivering now." According to Enamara statistics, during the week of 17- 
23 January, a total of 456,000 pounds of meat was distributed in the capital; 
whereas, in Region IV, the volume was 165,000 pounds. He explained: "The 
quota is less in Region IV, because slaughtering has been authorized in the 
municipal slaughterhouses, and in the rural areas with difficult access." 
However, he claimed: "The demand for the product will always be greater than 
the supply; therefore, a shortage will always be felt." Talavera also made 

an appeal to institutional dining halls to consume chicken and eggs as substi- 
tutes for meat, so as to reduce the pressure on this product in the nutritional 
diet. Finally, the livestock director said that the initiation of the National 
Meat Program (announced last year) has not yet taken place in its entirety. 
However, he announced that the supply of provisions by way of the slaughterhouses 
might begin to occur this March. Adan Luis Talavera said: "We are currently 
undertaking an identification of the provisions that are required and that 
will have to be imported." [Text] [Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 

5] 2909 


NEW AMBASSADORS TO BARBADOS, ZIMBABWE--Bluefields (ANN)--It was officially 
announced here that the Nicaraguan Government will name an ambassador to the 
English-speaking Caribbean islands, with headquarters in Barbados, for the 
first time. Thomas Gordon, a native of Bluefields, who has served as the 
local government's economic advisor thus far, will be appointed next month 

to the new diplomatic post in Barbados, according to an announcement from 

the presidential agent in this region, Lumberto Campbell. Campbell explained 
that the new Nicaraguan Embassy in the Caribbean is of special interest to 
the country's Atlantic Coast, because new trade and cultural relations will 
be opened. The largest percentage of the Nicaraguan Atlantic Coast population 
is racially and culturally identified with the English-speaking inhabitants 
of the Caribbean, primarily the Creoles living in Bluefields and its environs. 
It was also announced that Francisco Campbell, likewise a native of this town, 
will be named Nicaraguan ambassador to Zimbabwe. The Nicaraguan diplomatic 
headquarters in Zimbabwe had been staffed by David McFields, ambassador 
plenipotentiary to several countries of Southern Africa, who will now serve 
only in Mozambique. These two new ambassadors to be appointed next month 
will bring the number of Nicaraguans who are Atlantic Coast natives holding 
those positions abroad to three; which, in the view of Comdr Lumberto Campbell, 
is an accomplishment of the process of autonomy for ethnic minorities. [Text] 
[Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 25 Jan 87 p 1] 2909 
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MEXICO 


ASSAILANTS FAIL IN ATTEMPT TO INTERCEPT SINALOA GOVERNOR 
Mexico “ity LA JORNADA in Spanish 14 Feb 87 pp 1, 4 


[By reporter Arturo Reyes Razo; for reports of previous violence involving 
Governor Labastida, see JPRS LATIN AMERICA REPORT of 27 Aug 86 
(JPRS--LAM-86-080), pp 74-75] 


[Excerpt] Governor Francisco Labastida Ochoa personally experienced the 
violence that reigns in Culiacan when 2 automobiles--a Le Baron and an 
Atlantic-blocked his path last night, while he was headed home at the 
end of his day. 


Action by the governor's permanent guard prevented a worsening of the 
situation, and the tndividuals in the 2 vehicles fled down Obregon 
Avenue, headed toward Colonia [urban community] Tierra Blanca, once 
known as a drug-trafficking area. 


This is the second attack that Labastida Ochoa has suffered. The first 
was while a candidate for governor and his automobile was hit by 
gunfire, it being said then that the whole thing had been the result 

of a stray bullet. The second attack took place last night, after 
Labastida Ochoa left the governor's palace at 11 pm and was driving to 
his home, located on Agustina Ramirez Street in Colonia Gabriel Leyva, 
rather than the governor's residence, which is undergoing remodeling. 


Near Obregon Avenue, almost in front of the municipal palace, the 2 
vehicles mentioned above blocked the way of the governor's automobile. 
However, upon seeing that members of Labastida's bodyguard had quickly 
emerged from 2 other vehicles, the attackers fled in the direction of 
Colonia Tierra Blanca. 


Today, at both state Judicial Police headquarters and at the Municipal 
Public Safety Directorate the events were denied and, moreover, 
ignorance of the frustrated attack upon the governor was claimed. 


The only ones able to provide information on the event are Labastida 
Ochoa himself and his bodyguards, but complete silence is being main- 
tained. 


/12223 
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PARAGUAY 


NEWLY DESIGNATED MILITARY CHIEFS ASSUME POSTS 
PY271955 Asuncion LA TARDE in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 10 


[Text] The new military chiefs this morning assumed the posts to which they 
were designated last week by the commander in chief of the Armed Forces. In 
the Air Force, Commander in Chief General Luis Gonzalez Ravetti this morning 
at 0800 installed Colonel Alcibiades Ramon Soto as the new acting chief of the 
Air Force Staff. He replaces General Angel Souto Hernandez, currently 
Paraguayan ambassador to Taiwan. 


Also at 0800 this morning, Division General Alejandro Fretes Davalos, chief 
of the Armed Forces Staff, installed Rear Admiral Eduardo Gonzalez Pettit 

as acting commander of the Navy. Gonzalez Pettit, in his turn, installed 
Captain Ignacio Moreno Carreras as the new acting chief of staff of the Navy. 


Yesterday, in two different ceremonies held in their respective units, Medi- 
cal Corps Colonel Victor Olmedo de Felice assumed office as the new director 
of the Armed Forces Medical Corps Service, replacing Medical Corps General 
Tito Velilla. In addition, Colonel Elvio Alonso Martino assumed the post of 
acting director of the Army Quartermaster Corps, replacing General Joaquin 
Molas. Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen Fretes Davalos and Defense Minister 
General Gaspar German Martinez presided over these ceremonies. Other high- 
ranking officers of the Armed Forces and high-ranking noncommissioned offi- 
cers and subordinates also were present. Each of the new commanders made 
speeches when they assumed their posts. 


/6662 | 
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PARAGUAY 


MISSION, CAPABILITY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE INDUSTRIES 
Bonn TECHNOLOGIA MILITAR in Spanish Dec 86 p 63 
[Article by Federico G.C. Landaburu: ''The Defense Industry in Paraguay"] 


[Text] One facet that is emerging is the one presented today by Paraguay's 
defense industry, and that is due to the panorama which appears to be very 
unattractive because of the geopolitical situation that this Spanish-American 
nation-—-imbedded in a natural setting overflowing with beauty but isolated 
from the center of the developed world--is going through. Thus Paraguay, an 
independent republic since 1811, is developing its life calmly and silently 
within its borders. 


This Guaranian soil is comprised of forests rich in resources, plains where 
cattle graze, and voluminous rivers whose waters flow to plants where they 
generate electricity that is utilized for various purposes. 


Although it is currently in a beginning stage, the defense industry in 
Paraguay has two old antecedents. One is distant: in the mid-1/7th Century at 
the time of F. Solano Lopez, when a small industry was formed to support the 
military forces. At that time, the war that pitted countries of the region 
did not permit exploiting local possibilities in the face of the concrete 
requirements demanded by their troops and ships. The La Rosada iron foundry 
of Ybycui, the shipyards and workshops of materiel established in the capital 
of Asuncion are testimony to that first desire of Paraguay to have its own 
industry logistically to support its operational forces. 


The other antecedent is more recent. It is found on the occasion of the Chaco 
War (1932-1935), with the installation of the war materiel repair workshops 

and quartermaster facilities distributed in the rearguard of the fighting front, 
and the sites of the branches of the services established in Asuncion and the 
transportation terminal points in the communications zone. That picture was 
completed by the arsenals and classic shipyards of Asuncion. There, hand 
grenades were assembled, rifle rounds were filled, and the casings for the 
artillery shells were forged. 


Finally, through National Law No 305 of 31 October 1955, the Directorate of 
Military Industries, an agency subordinated to the Ministry of Defense was 


97 








created. At the present time, Brigadier General Juan Vicente Rabito is the 
director and its central headquarters is in Asuncion. The mission of the 
Directorate of Military Industries is the research, development, production 
and final control of the resources in that area. It comprises a significant 
combination of means, machinery, equipment, mechanical elements, and appro- 
priate instruments applied to the manufacture of the materials required for 
the Armed Forces. The expansion of its activities in the short-, medium- and 
long-term has been programmed through a National Work Plan with a view to 
obtaining the necessary elements to limit foreign dependence. 


The Directorate of Military Industries has the top-level technical personnel 
who project, design, and plan the main activities on the basis of a rational 
apportionment of available resources. In this aspect, there is a close link 
between the civilian producer sector and the military, seeking mutually to 
utilize their real capabilities connected with a subject of extreme need: 
industrial mobilization. 


The exploitation of areas of the geographic subsoil makes it possible to use 
existing means in the military forces for industrial utilization at the 
service of the country, producing the materials the nation may require (based 
on prospective geological studies of mineral deposits and the extraction of 
phreatic strata). 


The most important nucleus of the Paraguayan military industry is installed in 
the Piribebuy industrial complex where the military factory, the recovery and 
reloading of munitions workshops, the powder and explosives industrial plant 
(especially the manufacture of explosive gelatin, and the armory and 
mechanical vehicle workshops are installed. 


The directorate is responsible for the control and supervision of all armaments, 
explosives, elements, equipment, machinery, and material belonging to the 
national defense industry. 


Although not falling within the area of the Directorate of Military Industries 
but within the purview of the Navy Command, there is the Directorate of Naval 
Material and Shipyards under the command of Captain Carlos Cubas, located near 
the port of Asuncion. Attached to it are the workshops and navyyard, nerve 
center for the repair of the Naval Force's river vessels. This shipyard has 
the capability of building small-draft vessels. In that connection, the 
presidential yacht used by the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces was 
built there. 


To complete the industrial panorama of the Paraguayan Armed Forces, it is also 
appropriate to note the operation of the Directorate of the Army Quartermaster 
Service, a body that is in charge of the clothing, food, and equipment of the 
Armed Forces, which utilize uniforms, accessories (leather, canvas, plastic, 
etc. goods), field kitchens, canned food rations, etc, supplied by Paraguayan 
industry. 
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Contributing to national development and connected with industrial activity, 
one must mention the Paraguayan Steel Corporation (ACEPAR), the first steel 
company conceived as a mini steel plant to produce cast-iron, steel, and 

sheet products for the Paraguayan construction market. The military industries 
utilize that material in carrying out plans for the expansion of infrastruc- 
tural construction (barracks, bases, ports, etc.). The ACEPAR steel complex 
(completely civilian) is situated on the western bank of the Paraguay River in 
the city of Villa Hayes, only 37 kms from Asuncion. 


This is a brief presentation of the modest and proper work that the Paraguayan 
military industry is currently carrying out. 


8711/12851 
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PARAGUAY 


EDGAR YNSFRAN VIEWS 1986 MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS 
Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 31 Dec 86 p 8 


[Text] Dr Edgar Ynsfran repeated the ideas he had expressed recently on the 
same subject, in which he described 1986 as a year of "unrest and uncertainty,” 
during which projects ot benefit to the nation were carried out, such as 
bridges, road improvements, colleges and hospitals, along with others that 

do not succeed in satisfying the priority needs of the country." He mentioned 
among the latter the "costly airports and state enterprises whose creation, 
operation or expansion was of dubious merit." 


Doctor Ynsfran had also pointed out as one of the negative points of the year 
that is coming to an end "the failure to check corruption, which is corroding 
our public administration," mentioning as the maximum example of this situa- 
tion "the drain of foreign exchange, a wrongful despoilment of which the 
Paraguayan nation has been the victim," he observed. 


Our interviewee also repeated his views about the economic year, declaring 
that "the indicators are not encouraging and uncertainty has taken possession 
of a sector that seems to have slowed down after the happy experience of the 
seventies." 


He also stressed that in 1986 society appears to have become divided between 
"those who believe that everything should continue as it has until now and 
those who perceive, feel, and believe that change is necessary." 


Peering Into the Future 


We took advantage of the occasion to question Dr Edgar Ynsfran about his 
predictions, aspirations, and hopes for the year that is about to begin. "It 
is easier to look back on the past," he observed, "to interpret it and comment 
on it. That is why I ventured to say something about what happened in the 
year that is ending. But it is very difficult to predict what will come 
about. Although the events that have taken or are taking place point toward 
probable directions or goals, the imronderables can distort all probabilities. 


"The policy, art, and science of the public welfare that guides the social 
life of a community has the nature of a kaleidescope," he noted. "With the 
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slightest stimulus or movement, the panorama that it presented moments before 
changes as soon as the latering movement occurs. Perhaps the seers or prophets 
can unravel the enigmas of the future." 


Citizens’ Aspirations 


"If you ask me what I glimpse for 1987, I can only give you some expressions 
of my aspirations as a citizen and as a patriot. And in that sense, I 
ardently wish that 1987 may mark a milestone that will enable the country to 
change course without traumatic changes; that the Paraguayans may be recon- 
ciled around shared ideals of peace and democracy, may harmonize their goals 
and aspirations; that public and private morality may be reborn and restored; 
and that political, administrative, economic, and social justice may prevail 
in a society that has achieved harmony. 


"I desire also," said Doctor Ynsfran, finally, "that the forge of the creative 
spirit of the man of our land may gather all of the values of our culture--of 
our own as well as those drawn from abroad--to formulate therewith that unity 
of believing, thinking, and feeling that will become crystallized in the 
affirmation of an authentic and synthesizing identity of our own." 


8711/12851 
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PARAGUAY 


ARCHBISHOP ISSUES COMMUNIQUE ON PEASANT'S RIGHT TO OWN LAND 
Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 23 Dec 86 p 26 


[Text] The president of the IBR said in Ciudad Stroessner: "The IBR will 
not permit or recognize the invasions of property as a way of resolving the 
land problem." With these words, whom does the IBR support, the landowner 
or the landless peasants? asks a paragraph in the press communique dissem- 
inated by the Archbishopric of Asuncion and entitled "The Land Problem." 


"The whole nation is familiar with the land problem, which is a real, urgent, 
and pressing program that requires complete and definitive institutional 
solutions, as Articles 128-129 of the constitution point out. In the opinion 
of the church, there is no conflict between the right of private property and 
the occupation of lands, but rather between the abuse of private property to 
the detriment of many Paraguayan landless peasant families that also have the 
right to private property. The abuse consists in the retention of extensive 
tillable but idle lands on the part of a few (who are waiting for the 
opportunity for a good deal to sell them), while numerous families struggle 
for the essential goods with which to subsist because of the lack of land to 
work, produce and to live," says the document. "This alternative presents 
itself: to hold extensive lands to make deals and enrich oneself more and 
more--there are people who own thousands upon thousands of hectares of 
uncultivated land--or to hold land to be worked and to live honestly and 
honorably," it adds. 





"But neither does the church agree or approve of occupation as a normal and 
habitual method of solving the problem." The church maintains that private 
property has a social function; it is not absolute or despotic and, as Pope 
John Paul II said: "over each piece of private property hands a social 
mortgage” (Puebla, Inauguration). "On the other hand, it has never been 
heard that peasants have occupied someone else's cultivated lands or small 
properties that are being used. 


"When need and urgency are very serious and imperious and one does not succeed 
in getting a quick response to demands, or it proceeds very slowly, there 
arises the temptation of invasion because life does not wait, hunger is 
impatient and cruel. For extreme ills, extreme solutions. The peasant 
panorama is becoming more serious, the violence with which they are evicted 
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from lands they have cultivated for months and for years without any 
compensation or humaneness. And those who execute this are the same supposed 
owners, allied with the police or para-police forces of the locale. We wonder 
who, from a judicial viewpoint, is responsible when ‘force majeure’ is 
invoked?" states the archdiocesan communique. "It would be well for everyone 
to learn what the National Constitution states with regard to the advancement 
of the peasantry: Article 83: ‘Every family has the right to a home set on 
its own land, for which purpose the institutions will be improved and the 

most appropriate law prescribed in order to generalize the ownership of urban 
and rural property and promote the construction of low-cost, comfortable, and 
sanitary housing for wage-earning workers and peasants...’ Article 128 states: 
‘This constitution recognizes agrarian reform as one of the fundamental factors 
for the achievement of rural welfare, which consists in the effective incor- 
poration of the peasant population in the economic and social development of 
the nation. 


"'To this end, fair systems of land distribution and landholding will be 
adopted; credit and technical and social assistance will be organized; the 
creation of cooperatives and other similar associations will be promoted; 
it will provide for the increase of production, its industrialization and 
the rationalization of the market so as to permit the peasant population to 
achieve its economic improvement as a guarantee of its freedom and dignity 
and as the guarantee of the national welfare.'" 


Finally, the archbishopric's communique states that "the IBR was created to 

put all of this into practice. Though not unaware of the merits already gained, 
still much more is desired: that the IBR be the ally of the peasant, his 
protector, his encourager, "to guarantee his freedom and his dignity." 


The statements of the archbishopric thus coustitute another expression on 

the part of the church regarding the aforementioned subject, which manifested 
itself this time in the land dispute that affects more than 3,500 peasants 

in the Tavapy II settlement in the Upper Parana. The bishop prelate and 
clergy of the Upper Parana had already expressed themselves previously on the 
specific case in which the prelacy is acting as mediator between the sides 
through its priests in charge of the Social Pastorate. 


8711/12851 
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL PROBLEMS, ROLE OF CHURCH UNDERLINED 
Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 24 Dec 87 p 6 


[Text] In the opinion of Dr Eduardo Escobar, the secretary of the National 
Laity Team of the Paraguayan Bishops Conference, the year that is drawing to 
a close has been a period of "much dynamism and much tension. Unfortunately, 
in my opinion, that dynamism has been rather negative. In all sectors of 
national affairs, there have been problems, negative aspects. As for example, 
the case of the escapees, of the injustices committed, which we, as the 
National Laity Team, have expressed in an open letter, calling to the atten- 
tion of the chief justice of the Supreme Court the case of taxes, of stamps, 
of smuggling; that long list of social problems is what characterized 1986, 
from a negative point of view. 


"One must add to that the division that prevails in the midst of the Paraguayan 
family. The Colorado Party becoming more and more divided, as we have seen in 
the cases of Colonel Oviedo and Caaguazu, which give us the pattern of the 

way this division project is developing. The opposition parties are in the 
same situation. The land problem, which is becoming more and more serious; 

we have just finished talking with Monsignor Melanio Medina about Tavapy. 


"On Friday, the monsignor is traveling to the area of conflict with a lawyer 
and a doctor because the problem is very serious. Many families that live 
there have been threatened to leave there before 3 January. Citing this only 
serves as a reminder because all of the Paraguayan people are familiar with it." 


The Positive 

"From the positive viewpoint," continued Doctor Escobar, "I would say that 
there is a resurgence, for example, at the university level. The university 
was also punished--both professors and students--by that resolution taken by 
the rector's office, regulating student meetings. Nevertheless, many move- 
ments that are not compromised with the system or the parties have emerged; 
independent movements that are working, struggling. The same thing is happen- 
ing in the labor field; a movement of workers and employees such as the 
Interunion Workers Movement (MIT), for example, that is doing a great job in 
that regard. There is also the case of the people of the Hospital Clinic, 
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students as well as doctors and employees. Those are positive elements 
causing the denunciation to be ever stronger, ever more objective, which 
sometime may lead to brightening this much ravaged panorama." 


Church Presence 


"Leaving all that aside and going to the side of the church, in which we work," 
said our interviewee, "we believe that the church--I will not say that is 
becoming aware, because it has done that for some time through its pastors-- 
but we see it at this precise moment with a greater presence of the pastor 

in the world. He has left the strictly ecclesiastical setting without 
renouncing his mission and is present in the events of the world. Every day, 
we read letters, exhortations from Monsignor Rolon, from Monsignor Medina: I 
believe that Monsignor Van Asken issued one yesterday. That is, that through 
its bishops, the church is having a more active presence in the life of the 
world. 

"We believe that is encouraging," stressed Escobar. '"We believe that the 
mission of the pastors is not only to announce the gospel message, as many 
people think, but also at the same time and as a counterpart, it is the 
obligation of the gospel preacher to denounce injustices, the abuses, and so 
many other denunciations of various evils in the world, a task in which the 
church has to be involved without aligning itself, of course, with any 
political party, any faction, as our bishops are doing so well at this time. 
On the other hand, I believe that we, the laity--and I refer especially to 
those of us who are in the movements-—have a deficiency in our commitment with 
the world. Instead of being men of the church in the heart of the world, we 
continue to be more men of the world in the heart of the church. 


8711/12851 
CSO: 3348/174 





105 








PARAGUAY 


PEASANT ORGANIZATION WARNS OF REPRESSIVE ACTIONS 
PY272148 Paris AFP in Spanish 1905 GMT 26 Jan 87 


[Text] Asuncion, 26 Jan (AFP)--National Peasant Union [Union Nacional Cam- 
pesina--UNC] sources today reported that the regime of General Alfredo 
Stroessner is paving the way for a new wave of repressive actions against the 
peasants and those who are defending their interests. This warning was issued 
today by the UNC, which is headed by Marcelino Corazon Medina, a dissident of 
the ruling Colorado Party. 


The UNC based its report on an editorial in the pro-government newspaper 
PATRIA entitled: "Agitation Mercenaries" which strongly criticized Medina 
and his organization, also an other article in PATRIA in which the UNC is 
accused of being communist. 


According to the UNC, the government deliberately confuses the UNC task of 
protecting the peasants rights, with a campaign of subversive agitation. 


Nevertheless, the UNC made it clear that the lack of land, malnutrition and 
its consequences, the lack of housing and the poor quality of housing, the 
lack of proper education, price instability and the instability in the market- 
ing of agricultural products, are problems which the peasants are currently 
experiencing. 


The UNC added that the newspaper is taking to a personal level the difficul- 
ties and hardships currently being experienced by the peasant families and 
is discrediting the press, the Catholic Church, and the international human 
rights organizations with a view to imminently unleash another repressive 
wave. 


The peasant organization also expressed its solidarity for its secretary gen- 
eral, Corazon Medina, and stated that Medina has been the target of continuous 
harassment, arrests, and beatings during his struggle as UNC leader. 


Medina was arrested 13 times in less than 1 year and expelled from five depart- 
ments (provinces) in Paraguay. He has been hindered from traveling abroad. 

His personal documents were seized in October 1985. He has received con- 
tinuous threats and has staged two long hunger strikes to recover his 

freedom. 
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The PATRIA editorial has branded the dissident militant as a lone wolf in 
sheep's clothing, a shady pawn of the international left, an obedient servant 
of agitation, and a bum. 


The editorial also held him responsible for having launched a campaign for not 
growing cotton a couple of years ago through leaflets delivered to the pea- 
sants to protest the poor prices that were being offered. He was arrested 

on that occasion. 


In another section, the pro-government paper made an attempt to demonstrate the 
alleged communist nature of the UNC, publishing a report on the presumed inter- 
national organizations of communist fronts which are cooperating with the 
Paraguayan organization. 
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PARAGUAY 


NEED TO RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS UNDERLINED 
PY012220 Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 31 Jan 87 p 14 
[Editorial: "Domestic Policy and Foreign Policy"] 


[Text] Foreign policy is always a projection of domestic policy. Interna- 
tional relations are thus the reflection of the execution of government policy 
in the country. 


This understanding is essential to the management of international affairs. 

In today's world, it is necessary to keep in mind that the state itself, being 
a legal institution, must respect its international legal commitments to which 
it is bound through its own legislation. 


This is what occurs in the field of human rights. The violation of human 
rights not only breaks domestic law, it also offends the international commun- 
ity, moving it to react, because, otherwise, it would be acquiescing to the 
violation of the conventions upholding those rights. 


This is where domestic policy enters the picture. It is quite clear that when 
a government does not fully respect, within its own country, the national 

laws safeguarding those rights, it will try to question the validity of inter- 
national principles and treaties. 


Consequently, it will use the evasive measure of rejecting any protest that 
the international community, or part of it, will make against it, regarding 
its failure to observe those rights. 


In Paraguay, there will always be problems of this type--and this should be 
pointed out--as long as human rights, the rights related to the freedom of 
expression, the equality of the citizens before the law, and the protection 
of the dignity of the individual are not respected. 


However, the problems do not end there, because the violations may have a 
negative effect on our foreign relations, affecting the interests of the 
nation. 
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It is those interests, particularly those related to the prosperity of the 
country, its development, and its bilateral and multilateral relations, that 
the government should safeguard. 


This should be done especially, since international coopration and complementa- 


tion are necessary factors today and the interdependence among countries is 
a reality that should not be ignored. 
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PARAGUAY 


PUBLIC SECTOR SIZE, INEFFICIENCY CRITICIZED 
PY270059 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 22 Jan 87 p 12 


[Text] According to an economic study released by FETRABAN [Bank Workers 
Federation], Paraguay has an oversized, inefficient, and poorly structured 
public sector whose participation in the generation of the Gnp is inversely 
proportionate to its economic and human resources. The report says that the 
administration has a huge budget and that it generates very little wealth. 


The FETRABAN report states that over the past few years the public administra- 
tion has turned into a sector where it has been relatively easy to get a job, 
adding that the financing of the growing public spending has seriously hin- 
dered economic reactivation. 


The report states: "The public sector's budgeted expenses are equivalent 

to a third of the GNP, or some $1,436,000,00 [as received] (at the exchange 
rate of 320 guaranies per U.S. dollar, which was in force in 1986). The 
public sector has contracted 90 percent of the foreign debt, and it accounts 
for 40 percent of all imports registered at the Central Bank (including oil). 
It has between 160,000 and 240,000 employees (1/5 of Paraguayan manpower), 

it receives 69 percent of the soft loans granted by the Central Bank, ani 

its deficit ranges between 6 and 8 percent of the GNP. The public secto:: 

has strengthened, both directly and indirectly, its hold on the entire economy 
to such an extent that the economy depends on the public sector." 


Quoting preliminary IMF estimates, the report states that in 1986 the public 
sector's income was 12 percent of the GNP, while expenses stood at 16.7 per- 
cent of the GNP (this figure has been reduced by the use of the modified 
exchange rate that applies to the servicing of the foreign debt.) The re- 
sulting 4.6-percent [as published] deficit must be added to a 2.5-percent 
deficit that accounts for the loss that the Central Bank sustained because 
of the subsidies granted to state imports. The report says that the overall 
deficit stands at 7.1 percent of the GNP. 


FETRABAN notes that by the end of 1986 several revenue offices reported a 
remarkable increase in their income, surpassing their estimated income by more 
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than 20 percent. "This is partly a consequence of the efforts that the of- 
fices have made to increase their revenues, although the main reason is the 
inflationary process that developed throughout 1986. Since our tax system 
is based on direct taxes (which are levied on transactions) rather than on 
indirect taxes (which affect property or income), the variation of prices 
entails a variation in revenues," the report says. 


The nation's general budget for 1987 is 30 percent higher than the one approved 
in 1985. ‘The 1986 budget also was higher than that of 1985. 
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PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


FRENCH DEPUTY ARRIVES--Deputy Xavier Deniau, a member of the French National 
Assembly Foreign Relations Committee, arrived in Paraguay yesterday to eva- 
luate cultural cooperation between the two countries. [Summary] [Asuncion 
EL DAIRIO in Spanish 26 Jan 87 p 12 PY] /6662 


FRG CONDEMNS NANDUTI HARASSMENT--Bonn, 29 Jan (EFE)--The Bonn government today 
condemned the “systematic obstacles," created by the Paraguayan regime for 
the opposition Nanduti radio station, which have forced the radio station's 
owners to temporarily close. A Foreign Ministry source in Bonn today told 
EFE that the FRG Government, as is the case with other EEC governments, has 
protested against these actions to the Asuncion authorities. The source at 
the ministry, which is led by Hans-Dietrich Genscher, has stated that those 
governmental obstacles are an unacceptable "attack against press freedom." 
Bonn is asking the government of General Alfredo Stroessner to create condi- 
tions conducive to permit the Paraguayan radio station resuming its normal 
activities, and to abstain from further harassment. [Text] [Madrid EFE in 
Spanish 0926 GMT 29 Jan 87 PY] /6662 





PMDB SUPPORT FOR OPPOSITION--Brasilia, 17 Jan (EFE)--The progovernment PMDB 
[Brazilian Democratic Mobilization Party] has offered its support to those 
opposing the regime of General Alfredo Stroessner, and has announced that a 
delegation of congressmen will go to Asuncion to participate in a rally for the 
return to democracy. The announcement was made by PMDB President Deputy 
Ulysses Guimaraes after a meeting he held with Paraguay opposition leaders 
Miguel Angel Gonzalez Casabianca from the MOPOCO [Colorado Popular Movement ] 
and Hermes Rafael Saguier from the PLRA [Authentic Radical Liberal Party]. 

It was reported today that the meeting took place on Friday afternoon, hours 
after Brazilian President Jose Sarney and Paraguayan President General 
Alfredo Stroessner met in the city of Fox do Iguacu following the dedication 
of two new turbines at the Itaipu hydroelectric plant. Ulysses Guimaraes 

told the press that the PMDB had promised its support for the defense of human 
rights in Paraguay. [Text] [Madrid EFE in Spanish 1600 GMT 17 Jan 87 PY] 
/6662 
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SURINAME 


BAUXITE UNION LEADER DERBY CRITICIZES SURALCO ACTIONS 
PM251127 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in Dutch 17 Feb 87 p 6 


[Interview with Surinamese trade union leader Fred Derby by Han Hansen: 
"Suralco Abusing Its Monopoly"; date and place of interview not specified] 


[Text] The Hague/Paramaribo--"If Suralco begins to cut the wages of the 3,500 
bauxite workers, anything could happen." Chairman Fred Derby of Suriname's 
biggest trade union, the Federation of Unions in the Bauxite Industry, spoke 
in veiled terms about the as yet unpredictable reactions of the Suralco 
workers to the announcement by the U.S. aluminum concern that it will cease to 
pay wages after the end of February. 


Derby is not the only one to expect growing unrest among the population-- 
government circles in Paramaribo expect the same. Suralco's operations have 
come to a standstill. The management is demanding that the Surinamese 
authorities first give far-reaching security guarantees against attacks by the 
Jungle Commando. A while ago the commando did serious damage by blowing up 
the power lines to the Suralco factory in Paranam and to the capital of 
Paramaribo. 


The Federation of Trade Unions in the Bauxite Industry will this week voice 
its objections to Suralco's policy at a press conference in Paramaribo. Army 
leader Bouterse has already expressed his irritation. The unions are 
preparing a legal case to reverse the controversial measures affecting wages 
and to force a resumption of production at the bauxite mine in Moengo. 


"Suralco is a U.S. company that is abusing its economic monopoly in Suriname 
by reaching unilateral decisions on ali sorts of far-reaching questions 
contrary to normal labor relations. We are holding consultations about legal 
steps because it looks as if the trade unions are no longer able to play a 
sericus role in the discussion structure vith Suralco," Fred Derby said. 


As leader of the federation of four trade unions in the bauxite industry Derby 
has a key role in the socioeconomic crisis which has brought Suriname to the 
edge of the abyss. Derby has a great influence over organized labor. For 
years he was a deputy in the Surinamese Parliament representing the National 
Republic Party, which in 1974 set in motion the main impetus for the 
independence of Suriname. 
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Derby was keen to give a full account of the laborious discussions over the 
last few months with Suralco. Over the telephone he explained: "On 

24 November last year Suralco itself closed the ore mine in Moengo. Most 
people were evacuated in connection with the risk of attacks by the Brunswijk 
terrorists. On 25 January electricity supplies failed because two high- 
voltage power pylons were blown up. As a result production at the aluminum 
factory came to a standstill. 


"A collective labor agreement is in force for the 3,500 employees in Moengo 
and Paranam. On 16 January Suralco announced that in mid-February the 
collective labor agreement would be suspended for 600 men in Moengo. A 
general meeting of the members of the trade union federation protested that 
the management could not make unilateral decisions on these vital questions. 
Suralco made a counterproposal for the reopening of the mine at the end of 
January or in early February. The staff were prepared to accept an additional 
work schedule in order to make up for the lost time and also to take no 
vacations before June. Suralco reacted sympathetically to the proposal, but 
wanted first to discuss it with the authorities." 


It is well known that Suralco was reluctant to make the Moengo mine into a 
target for the fighting between the National Army and the Jungle Commando, 
which generally carries out most of its operations in eastern Suriname. The 
Americans considered, and still consider, it would seem, that the Surinamese 
authorities are unable to give adequate guarantees of uninterrupted production 
at Moengo. On 29 January the trade unions put another proposal to Suralco--if 
the mines could open 3 February the workers “would accept a certain security 
risk." 


But in the meanwhile Suralco had already made the unilateral decision to close 
the smelting plant in Paranam as a result of the bombing of the high-voltage 
power pylons. While the federation was still involved in laborious 
negotiations with management over a new compromise it became apparent that a 
Suralco circular had already been prepared about the repercussions for the 
employees in the Paranam factory. 


Derby: "Our federation had already made an urgent request to Bouterse to help 
to make the living area at Moengo inhabitable again. We indicated to Suralco 
that we were even prepared to allow 600 men from the smelting plant to be 
given partial leave of absence if the same number of workers at the Moengo 
mine would return to work. These had after all already been laid off against 
their will for 2 months. This proposal for a swap met with no response; it 
had already been decided to close the whole Paranam factory." 


Angry workers then damaged switching gear. Derby: "That incident was caused 
by Suralco itself. In its arrogance the management was certainly not acting 
in good faith. Their appeal to force Majeure is not based on a single 
argument or any relevant information. The responsibility for the regrettable 
course of events is entirely Suraico's. 
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"Suralco has carried out an investigation into the energy supply for the 
smelting plant, but we are not allowed to look at it. We have again asked for 
talks with management in which we want to be recognized as equal partners. We 
want no more diktat." 


According to the trade union federation chairman, there is a collision between 
two different cultures. The North American is arrogant and always bases his 
behavior on the fact "I hire you, I fire you." [words quoted in English] 

"We on the other hand have been raised by the Dutch within the framework of 
consultation structures with a say in company councils, trade unions, and a 
Social and Economic Council. Now that we seem to have come to the end of the 
road offered by the normal trade union channels, we will look into all the 
legal possibilities open to us. Suralco will have to be forced to live up to 
its commitments," Derby said. 


/9599 
CSO: 3214/5 


115 


SURINAME 


CLO'S SYLVESTER CITES POSSIBILITY OF ALTERNATE AID SOURCES 
PM231627 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in Dutch 18 Feb 87 p 3 


[Undated interview with Surinamese Supreme Council member Henk Sylvester by 
Anne-jean van Grinsven: "Necessity Forces Us to Seek Help Elsewhere" ] 


[Text] Paramaribo--In talks with less senior union officials the leaders of 
the trade union movement in Suriname are trying to find measures which will do 
as much as possible to prevent the expected labor unrest. "We take as our 
point of departure the fact that the pain of the economic problems can better 
be borne if people know exactly what is around the corner and if everyone 
suffers equally." 


Henk Sylvester is a member of the Supreme Council, the higl.est political body 
in Suriname under the leadership of army leader Bouterse. "If friendly 
nations and international organizations refuse to give any financial aid to 
Suriname, we will be forced by our needs to seek support elsewhere" was the 
clear warning which Sylvester sounded to the Netherlands and other Western 
nations that Paramaribo could turn to the Eastern bloc. 


Sylvester is the representative of the CLO [Public Servants Organization 
Central Council ]--the civil servants’ union--on the Supreme Council, which is 
busy working on the promised democratization process in Suriname. He explained 
how the recent ministerial crisis arose. According to Sylvester, it was due 

to an old grudge of Prime Minister Radhakishun's toward the trade union 
movement. And in the cabinet itself no progress was being made, as the 
resignation of Foreign Minister Herrenberg showed. 


Sylvester said: "As far back as 1971-73 the CLO's relations with Radhakishun 
were seriously disrupted. At the time Radhakishun was the director of the 
Department of Higher Education. Fifteen years later we were prepared to give 
him the benefit of the doubt on this appointment as prime minister. 
Nevertheless, last year many signs of insincerity in Radhakishun's attitude 
began to become apparent. For example, he intimated that he had net torgotten 
what problems his brother had once had as finance minister during the lon, 
strike by the customs workers’ union. Radhakishun did not keep to agreements, 
so Minister Wijdenbosch had to see to the resolution of conflicts." 
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According to Sylvester, the attitude of Radhikishun gradually became 
increasingly courteous, even offensive, .oward the trade unions. Six weeks 
ago things culminated in a letter from the CLO trade union to Supreme Council 
Chairman Bouterse that contained a series of complaints about the prime 
minister. The CLO's conclusion was that further cooperation with Radhakishun 
was impossible and that it was impossible to wait for his resignation until 
31 March, when it was agreed that a new cabinet would replace the old one. 


Three other ministers--from the old political parties, the Progressive 
Reformed Party [VHP] and the Surinamese National Party--resigned at the same 
time as Radhakishun. Sylvester denies that it was the aim of radical forces 
in Paramaribo to get rid above all of the conservative representatives of the 
Hindustani VHP from the cabinet. Radhakishun also comes from the ranks of 
this party. 


According to Sylvester, the present undersized cabinet does not need to be 
brought up to full strength. When the new constitution is presented a new 
cabinet will be formed. "We will keep to this date, even if it means losing 
Sleep. This week the last paragraphs on the presidency and the Council of 
State must be finished in the Supreme Council." 


Sylvester also said that after detailed analysis he does not understand 
exactly what Brunswijk and his Jungle Commando have in mind. “It does not 
need to do anything for the introduction of democracy, for we are already very 
busy working on this ourselves. He has simply inflicted much damage on our 
economic resources. We do not know what we must do to satisfy him. Thus 
there is only one option--to knock him out militarily." 


According to the Supreme Council member, Suriname is now entitled to expect 
the Netherlands to take a serious look at what is happening in his country. 
"We are on the verge of a new democracy, but The Hague is not reacting to 
this. The Netherlands Government has no eye for reality," Henk Sylvester 
complained. 
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SURINAME 





NEWSPRINT SHORTAGE FORCING DE WARE TIJD TO CLOSE 1 APRIL 
PM231051 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in Dutch 17 Feb 87 p 6 
[ANP report: "DE WARE TIJD Has No Paper"] 


[Text] The Hague/Paramaribo--The Surinamese daily DE WARE TIJD will cease to 

appear as from 1 Aprii as a result of a lack of newsprint. This was announced 
to the paper's staff recently. Stocks of newsprint will run out at the end of 
March, and because of Suriname's ever decreasing reserves of foreign currency 

no pew newsprint can be imported. 


The paper has a permanent staff of around 50 people, including 6 journalists. 
In addition DE WARE TIJD is an important source of income for around 70 
sellers. Nothing is yet known about the effect of the closure on wage 
payments to employees. The employees have not been fired. As a result of the 
newsprint shortage DE WARE TIJD had already been reduced last week from its 
usual 8-12 pages to 4. 


DE WARE TIJD is one of two newspapers which are published in Suriname. The 
other paper is DE WEST. DE WARE TIJD has a circulation of around 40,000 
copies, while around 10,000 copies of DE WEST are sold every day. 


Although officially there is freedom of the press in Suriname, journalists 
have little scope to write pieces which displease the authorities. In the 
last few months the men in power in Suriname have leveled repeated criticism 
against DE WARE TIJD. 


Suriname derives the major part of its foreign currency income from the 
Suralco aluminum company. Of a total monthly income of around 9 million 
dollars, 7 million come from the bauxite sector. Now that the bauxite 
industry is largely at a standstill the flow of money provided by Suralco is 
threatening to dry up. This leaves Suriname with only 2 million dollars per 
month for its monthly imports. Foreign debts have also to be repaid out of 
this sum. 
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